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Presidentôs Message 
Greetings!  I hope the holiday season was filled with times of comfort and joy.  It 
is truly a gift to find pleasure in the simpler things - which is my wish for you. 
As I reflect on the last few months, I recount the times I was challenged to Ignite, 
Enlighten and Inspire as a member of DKG: 

¶ I began my 30th year teaching high school Mathematics 

¶ I can now officially wear my 20 year membership pin. 

¶ I attended the chapter leadership training and presented on the use of Social 
 Media to Promote DKG.  It was a very engaging and empowering event for 
 those who attended.  I am inspired whenever I am in the presence of such 
 positive energy. 

¶ I helped to ensure SCECH credits were granted to eligible participants at 
 the UP Conference and Women in the Arts. 

¶ I participated in the Communications and Marketing Committee Member 
 Training for International Society Business in Texas in October.  I learned 
 many things about how to promote our organization.  I am both excited and 
 challenged by the work that has been mapped out for us.   

¶ I attended Mu Chapterôs 80th Birthday party in December.  The program 
 included highlights of members who were trailblazers in educational 
 advocacy in Michigan.  The event was filled with members and guests, and 
 it was thrilling when people made connections with each other by sharing 
 their memories of these beloved educators.   

Some ways you can Ignite-Enlighten-Inspire in 2025: 

¶ Submit your chapter programs for SCECH credits.  Please see the article in 
 this issue submitted by Colleen Retherford (Epsilon).   

¶ Nominate worthy entities for our Friend of Education Award.  You can 
 submit as many recipients as you would like. 

¶ Nominate worthy candidates for our Distinguished Service Award.  Contact 
 Claire Rettenmund (Alpha Omega) for more information. 

¶ Submit newsworthy items to The Wolverine. 

¶ Submit promotional items to Ginny Cole (Alpha Theta) or myself so we 
 can help spread the word about the good things we are doing to support 
 students and educational programs in Michigan. 
¶ Submit Membership Spotlights.  Use the form on our state website. 
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Northeast Regional Director Guest for Spring Convention  
Eileen Little has been a member of Chi Chapter, Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania since 2003.  She is the current Northeast 
Regional Director 2024 ï 2026. 

Communication is key to growing DKG.  By fostering 
relationships, researching issues and/or ideas, planning/doing 

and then re-evaluating/reflecting, we address the future of DKG.  I love 
being Northeast Regional Director and working with State Presidents!    
The monthly zoom meetings and Administrative Board meetings with 
International have provided me the opportunity to meet many members 
and collaborate on various topics.  I am excited to visit Michigan as your 
International Guest, to get to know Michigan members and learn all the 
wonderful things happening in Michigan! 

Continued from page 1 

¶Apply for the Award of the Rose and the President's Award. 

¶Consider a leadership positionï presenting a program, serving on a 
committee, or becoming a chapter officer. 

¶Donate to the AIM Educational Foundation, Inc.  
¶Invite a prospective member to a chapter or state function. 

¶Attend our Spring Convention in Mount Pleasant May 2-4, 2025. 

Please do not hesitate to reach out and share the wonderful things you are 
all doing as leading women educators impacting education worldwide. 

Submitted by Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, State President 

Karen Sleno, Alpha Omega in Genesee County! 
Karen Sleno is in her 33rd year of teaching, spending 31 of 
those  years at Flushing High School teaching both literature 
and math.  She has taught for Mott Community College as an 
adjunct for 21 years, and is now teaching for the Center for 
Talented Youth at Johns Hopkins University as an adjunct AP 
Calculus BC Instructor.  Karen has been a department chair 

(27 years), quiz bowl coach (28 years), Math Honor Society adviser (20 
Years), and held multiple positions within the Flushing EA. 

Ms. Sleno has achieved a level of expertise in math education that has led 
to working for the College Board.  She attends the AP Calculus reading, 
conducts workshops as a consultant, is an AP Mentor, and serves on the 
test development committee.  Karen has presented at various local, state, 
and national conferences, including the AP Annual Conference, T^3 
International Conference, and most recently the National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics Annual Conference. 

Ms. Sleno was selected as one of 10 Regional Teachers of the Year for 
Michigan in 2022 and as a state finalist for the National 2023 Presidential 
Awards for Excellence in Math and Science Teaching. 

Ms. Sleno loves to travel and spent 15 years serving as a delegation leader 
for People to People International.  She has been to 31 countries and 45 
states.  Karen also is a wine enthusiast and has shared her knowledge as a 
wine event consultant.  She loves math, but we get to see her fun side too! 

 

Submitted by Julie Fizell, Alpha Omega 



 

Mt Pleasant Here We Come! 

Another exciting DKG Michigan State Organization Event 
is planned for May 2-4, 2025 at the Soaring Eagle Resort 
near Mt. Pleasant.  The event promises to be fun and our 
business meeting promises to be succinct.   
Why should you come to this event? 

§ As a member or chapter officer, we need your input in 
making decisions about state events and activities.  

§ Soaring Eagle is not only beautiful, but it is packed with 
plenty of things to do in addition to the program of speakers 
that our state First Vice President, Colleen Rutherford, has 
planned.  There is gambling as well as a beautiful pool and a 
spa where you can get pampered.    

§ Weôve booked 50 rooms at $199 per night before taxes and fees.  If you have a roommate, thatôs only 
$199 for a luxurious, beautifully appointed room for two nights!  Book your room by calling the hotel by 
April 11, 2025.  Check In after 4 pm and Check Out before 11 am on Sunday.  You can use the hotel 
amenities before and after you are ñchecked in.ò   

§ The trips there and back are packed with fun things to do.  If youôre coming from the South (east or west), 
think about stopping in Claire, Michigan for a quick trip to Cops & Donuts.  Thereôs also some shopping 
and if you want a quaint lunch, itôs fun to go to the Doherty Inn.  Coming from the North, two of my 
favorite restaurants are in Grayling, which are Rayôs BBQ, Brews & Blues, located on Ingham, just East 
of M 72, very close to the river, and Two River Deli, on M 72 East, closer to town.  Let me know where 
you stop for lunch and what you think. 

§ Central Michigan University campus and town are beautiful, with a few highlights to visit including: 
 The Ziibiwing Center which presents the beauty and vibrancy of the Anishinaabe culture. 
 Enjoy outdoor activities such as hiking, biking and picnicking near the Chippewa River or the nearby 
 Isabella County Parks. 
 Wander through charming downtown Mount Pleasant, filled with unique shops and boutiques. 

 

Here are some links to follow for more information: 
Soaring Eagle Hotel and Casino https://www.soaringeaglecasino.com/resort/deals.html 

Central Michigan University https://www.cmich.edu/ 
Meet Mt. Pleasant https://meetmtp.com/mt-pleasant-small-town-feel-big-city-amenities/ 

Deerfield Nature Reserve  https://meetmtp.com/places/deerfield-nature-park/ 
Bike Mt Pleasant https://meetmtp.com/blog-bike-your-way-around-central-michigan/ 

 

Submitted by Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Beta Mu, State Executive Secretary 

 

      Winter    2025  The Wolverine    Page 3    

State Committees 

  Pins Available for honoring:  Michigan 

  Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
   Red letters are on a gold background.   

  The dark areas are raised gold. 

  Available at State meetings or via mail with 

  small shipping charge.    

Contact J-Jay Pechta  at jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

Key Woman Educator Pin 

Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting. 

An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold 

on a black background in the center. 

The DKG letters are in black.  Gold letters read... 

          ñKEY WOMEN EDUCATORS.ò 

https://www.soaringeaglecasino.com/resort/deals.html
https://www.cmich.edu/
https://meetmtp.com/mt-pleasant-small-town-feel-big-city-amenities/
https://meetmtp.com/places/deerfield-nature-park/
https://meetmtp.com/blog-bike-your-way-around-central-michigan/
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Opportunities for Scholarships and 
Grants 

Delta Kappa Gamma has competitive 
scholarships at both the State and 
International levels.  There are grants 
for educators working on a graduate 

degree, retaining, or seeking an additional 
endorsement in education.  The DKG 
Educational Foundation grants more than 
$150,000 each year to support creative projects, 
seminars, and professional development. 
Michigan State Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society offers non-competitive grants to 
attend the International Convention.  This year 
the Kathy Cashen International Convention/
Conference Grant will be available, one time 
only, for one member from each chapter to 
subsidize registration fees to attend the 
International Convention in New Orleans, July 
29 ï August 2.  The International Convention/
Conference Grant is also available, one time 
only, to partially cover the cost of the registration 
fee for the 2025 International Convention.  One 
member from every chapter is eligible.  For first 
timers planning to attend the International 
Convention in New Orleans the Jane Goudreault 
Memorial Grant will offer one grant for partial 
reimbursement of the registration. 
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships 
for retaining or additional endorsements, and one 
$800 scholarship for graduate study may be 
awarded at the Spring Convention.  Information 
and application forms are on the Michigan State 
Organization website: dkgmichigan.org; see 
ñFormsò under ñMember Resources.ò  Please 
contact the committee chair for help and 
questions.  You may also check with your 
chapter president or the website for the 
guidelines in the State Bylaws and Standing 
Rules publication.  Scholarship applications need 
to be submitted by April 1.  A plan of study and 
proof of acceptance at a college/university is 
required. 
Guidelines and application forms for the 
International grants and scholarships can be 
found online at www.dkg.org.  There are 
scholarships available from $2,000 to $10,000 for 
educational enrichment and help in funding 
additional degrees. 

Mary Oram, Gamma, State Scholarship Chair  
7511 Wadding Drive, Onsted, MI 49265 

gardenatthelake@comcast.net 
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How to Write a SCECH Worthy Session 
Description 

Does your chapter or coordinating 
council have an exciting, informative 
session planned?  Have you thought 
about having that session count for 
continuing education hours, AKA 
SCECH credit?  Here are some tips and 
procedures to make that happen. 

Approval for SCECH sessions can be obtained for most 
of our DKG professional growth, personal growth, and 
sometimes, society business sessions.  The session does 
not have to directly relate to teaching techniques, or even 
student outcomes.  Sessions that provide information that 
can benefit educational professionals, students, their 
communities and families will generally be accepted as 
óSCECH worthyô.  A look back at our last few 
conferences and conventions may help.  On the MI Top 
Ten Strategic Plan site, you will find guiding principles 
and goals that should help as well. 
Use the Google form (link and URL below) as a guide to 
what information is needed for Michigan State 
Organization to submit your SCECH session application.  
If you are offering more than one session, each session 
should be submitted separately.  

 

Session Proposal Application 
 
https://forms.gle/Gur3tFpZ86eRn7Pj8 
Visit these two Michigan Department of Education sites 
to get an idea of ókey phrasesô that you can use to zero in 
on our stateôs strategic plan in your description. 
 
MI Top Ten Strategic Plan  (Click on the link on the site 
after you reach it) 
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/michigans-top-
10-strategic-education-plan/mi-top-10 
 
Mi Academic Standards  
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-
standards. 
 
Contact Colleen Retherford or Carol Dean for further 
information. We would be happy to send you an example 
of a SCECH application. We look forward to working 
with your chapter or council on making a SCECH session 
happen! 

 
Submitted by Colleen Retherford, 1st VP Michigan State Organization 

https://forms.gle/usUw4XUbW88Rxkz7A
https://forms.gle/Gur3tFpZ86eRn7Pj8
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/resources/michigans-top-10-strategic-education-plan/mi-top-10
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/services/academic-standards
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Anniversary Pins  available for sale.  Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra.   
To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta,  jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

 

Bright Gold 

Diamond Shape 
 

Black 
background with 
Gold Inlay.   
A diamond gem 
for that special 
member can be 

awarded by the Chapter or 
State  as a special award.   The 
pin reads International Society 
for  Key Women Educators. Bright Gold 

Bright Copper Antique Gold 

Bright Gold    Bright Gold 

Bright Silver 

Bright Gold 

   Bright Gold Antique Copper 

Job Opening at the State Level 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Michigan State Organization is looking for a new editor for The 
Wolverine.  Anne Wade has decided to take a different job within the state and will be stepping 
down from the editor job at the end of this biennium.  The job duties include collecting 
information from around the state and the state committees and compiling the information into 

The Wolverine three times a year.  You are also responsible for compiling the schedule of events for the state 
convention as well as the annual reports from each officer and committee.  Other duties may be assigned, 
depending on the state needs for the organization.  Applications can be found online at www.dkgmichigan.org 
under the heading of ñFormsò and are due by April 1, 2025.  Any questions can be directed to Judi Fisher at 
judifisher@yahoo.com.   

  Take The Pulse of Your Chapter with Your Strategic Plan! 
As executive boards are meeting and plans are made for the upcoming year, now might be a good 
time to check the pulse and effectiveness of your chapter. Updating or developing your Chapter 
Strategic Plan, especially in the areas of Membership, Communication, Program, Leadership, and 
Technology is a good place to begin. What changes can be made to move forward, to strengthen 
and maintain a healthy chapter?  Your Chapter Strategic Plan can provide structure and steps in 

your planning process. 
To write or to update a strategic plan, as a chapter: 

§ Determine what members want to see happen - what is the desired result? 

§ Set a goal or goals to move the group in the desired direction 

§ Based on those goals, determine strategies or specific actions that will move the chapter toward the goals 

§ Name the individuals who will assume responsibility for assuring the chapter carries out the proposed 
actions 

§ Determine how and when the chapter will evaluate movement toward the designated goals 

§ If needed, modify the original goal and strategy or determine new goals and strategies, repeating the 
planning process from the beginning with those newly identified goals and strategies  

This will take some time, deep thought, and discussion! Develop a solid plan, then tackle the goals with 
energy and enthusiasm. Make it a group effort. If modifications are needed, donôt give up. Keep taking steps 
forward, and donôt forget to evaluate your progress as specified in your action plan. The chapter will become 
stronger and healthier.   

Strategic Planning/Leadership Committee 
Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha, Chair 

Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma; Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu; Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu; and Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi 



 

State Committees 
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What is a Quorum? 
óThe majority rulesô is a concept that we understand.  In an organized society, such as a club 
or a chapter, a vote on a decision is effective only if taken when the necessary minimum 
number of members, known as a quorum, is present. According to Robertôs Rules of Order, a 
quorum is the minimum number of voting members who must be present at a properly called 
meeting to conduct business in the name of the group.  The requirement of a quorum keeps a 
small number of people from making a binding decision that does not represent the group. 

A group may decide the size of their quorum. Some groups set a quorum as a percentage of membership, and 
others use a fixed number. DKGôs Michigan State organization sets the quorum for a general membership 
meeting as a majority of those registered for the convention, and for the Executive Board Meeting as the 
presence of a majority of the voting members of the Executive Board.                      
Robertôs  Rules of Order states that a quorum should be ñas large a number as can reasonably be depended on 
to be present at any meeting, except in very bad weather or other exceptionally unfavorable conditions.ò  
Whatever number a group sets for their quorum, it must be stated in their bylaws or standing rules.  Where 
bylaws or standing rules do not specify a quorum, the quorum is a majority of all members. 
Information for this article is from Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised, 12th edition, and Michigan State 

Bylaws and Standing Rules. 

Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu, State Parliamentarian 

Nominations Open for DKG Michigan State Distinguished Service Award 

The Distinguished Service Award was established nearly thirty years ago to recognize 
an individual who has provided exemplary service to education and/or educators in 
Michigan.  The award is presented annually at the Michigan Delta Kappa Gamma 
Spring Convention.  Past recipients have included people who were active foster 
parents, a local charity that delivered meals to families, and a non-profit restaurant that 
helped teach differently abled individuals how to work in the service field.  Educators, 

including members of DKG are excluded as recipients.  See past issues of The Wolverine for ideas on who 
your chapter can nominate.  This award is competitive.  The State Distinguished Service Committee selects 
the award recipient.  The State pays for the recipientôs travel to the convention, one nightôs lodging and the 
meal at the function at which the award is presented.  Friend of Education recipients are not precluded from 
being nominated.  Nominations should be submitted to the Michigan State Second Vice President by March 
15, 2025.  Forms should be sent to the Second Vice President , her email and mail is on the 2nd page of The 
Wolverine. 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, State Second Vice President  

Chapters Share Your Friend of Education Honorees 

Has your chapter recently submitted the name of a person or group to receive the Friend 
of Education Award?  Your chapter decides on the specific criteria.  The state guidelines 
require only that the nominee not be an educator nor working in the field of education.  
Sorry, DKG members, you are not eligible.  It is suggested that the considered recipient 
have an ongoing presence in your community in their support of education.  Have a 
chapter vote.  Some past recipients have worked with donations for children at school, 

helped support after school programs or helped with financial literacy for students.  Submit the name to the 
Michigan State Second Vice President.  A certificate will be mailed to your chapter.  Your chapter will 
determine when and where to present the certificate.  The process is a good way for Delta Kappa Gamma and 
specifically your chapter to receive good publicity.  Notify local media of the presentation. 

 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, State Second Vice President 
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President, Colleen Retherford, Epsilon, Area B 
Colleen Retherford is being nominated for State President.  She graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University and completed her M.S. at Eastern as well.  She taught the hearing 
impaired in Waterloo, Iowa and then in Wayne-Westland.  While teaching Hearing-Impaired, 
she was the editor of the Alexander Graham Bell Michigan Newsletter and participated in 
presenting on the oral/aural methodology at conferences.  She became a 5th grade teacher at 
Elliott Elementary in Wayne Westland and later moved to Adams Middle School and taught 6th 

grade science and world studies.  While at Elliott, she met Jackie Smart and Esther Loskowske, and was 
invited to join Gamma Alpha chapter in 1994.  She was attracted to DKG because of the philanthropic 
philosophy of the Gamma Alpha chapter.  She particularly enjoys the service projects such as Gamma 
Alphaôs connection with the family shelter and the girlsô home.  She has been Gamma Alphaôs yearbook 
editor, second vice-president, and co-president.  She moved to Kalamazoo and is currently the Chapter 
President of Epsilon. 

First Vice President, Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda, Area C 
Anne Wade is being nominated for State First Vice President.  She graduated from Michigan 
State University with a BA in History, completed a Masters in the Art of Teaching at Wayne 
State University, is a National Board Certified Teacher and a Fulbright Award Winner.  She has 
taught at Williamston High School for 27 years.  She has been married to David for 29 years 
and has 3 sons;  Jesse(25), Aaron(22) and Lucas(20).  She got introduced to Delta Kappa 
Gamma by her Mom, Nancy Tetzlaff, Anne helped her Mom with music at state conventions 

before becoming a member.  Since joining DKG in 2001 she has served as chapter president, at the state level 
she has served as Chapter President At Large, Communications Chair, 2nd Vice President, Wolverine Editor 
and she has also presented at several DKG conferences.  She looks forward to changing jobs at the state level 
and helping the society move forward in the new biennium.   

Recording Secretary, Julie Pease, Beta Alpha, Area B 
Julie is being nominated for Recording Secretary.  She was a Speech Language Pathologist and 
retired five years ago after working for 34 years.  She has a son in Texas she is extremely proud 
of.  She and her husband love to camp as much as possible.  Over her twenty-five years in DKG 
Michigan State Organization, she had the honor of being historian, inspiration-giver, 
Corresponding Secretary, Vice President, and President or Co-President several times for her Beta 
Alpha Chapter.  She will do her best to support DKG Michigan during this biennium.  She 

appreciates all the support she has received from her DKG sisters who helped her along her journey to be the 
best she can be.  

2nd Vice President, Carol Dean, Phi, Area D 

Carol currently serves as the chair of the Professional Affairs Committee,  She has also held 
the state position of President At Large.  She was initiated into DKG in 2011 and is currently 
the Secretary for Phi Chapter.  She has held the chapter positions of Co-President for two 
biennia and Co-Vice President for two biennia.  She is the current Secretary of the Northern 
Lights Coordinating Council.  She received the Chapter Woman of Distinction in 2019 and the 
Chapter Excellence Award in 2024.  She has been the Chair of the Mini Grant Committee for 

the Grand Traverse Area Retired School Personnel (MARSP) since 2013.  She enjoys fishing with her 
husband, knitting, gardening and her weekly Mah Jong group. 
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Corresponding Secretary - Amy Wright, Gamma Alpha, Area A 
Amy is excited to be nominated to serve another term as the Corresponding Secretary of the 
DKG Michigan State Organization for the 2025 - 2027 biennium.   As Corresponding 
Secretary, she maintains email distribution lists for General Membership, PAC Members, and 
Chapter Presidents.  As costs rise, she will do her best to reduce her usage of paper, ink, and 
postage.  In the future, she hopes to be able to share our email distribution lists with PAC 
members and Chapter Presidents to facilitate communication.  Amy has been active in 
Gamma Alpha Chapter, she also served on the Metro Council Planning Committee.  Amy has 

been very involved at the state level, serving on Membership Committee, Professional Affairs Committee by 
presiding at sessions at Fall Workshops and Spring Conventions since 2003.  She has worked the registration 
table several times; attended PAC, and helped take pictures for The Wolverine. 
With a BA from Hope College, Holland, MI 1996 and an MA in Education from Spring Arbor University, 
2003, Amy began her  teaching career in Austria as a Fulbright English Language Assistant.  She taught 
German for two years in her hometown and then for 16 years for the Wayne-Westland Community School 
District.  She has taught middle school Social Studies for a few years before becoming a mortgage banker at 
Quicken Loans working in a different way of educating others..   

Slate for Nominations Committee 2025-2027 Biennium 

Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, Area A 
Liz VanWestenburg is looking forward to working with the DKG Michigan Nominations 
Committee.  She joined DKG in 1992 and have been active on many committees in Gamma 
Gamma chapter.  She has served as chapter treasurer, vice president and chapter president, and 
was the editor of our chapter yearbook for many years.  For the state organization, Liz has 
been a member of the Nominations Committee, the Research Committee and the Membership 
Committee.  She also helped plan and present training sessions for chapter and state officers. 
She worked with the team to plan state conferences and conventions, and she has presented 
sessions at those events.  She was the DKG Michigan first vice president and state president 

before being elected as state organization treasurer. 
At the International level she has served on planning committees for the DKG International Conference in 
Detroit in 2022 and for the International Convention in Maryland in 2024. In Maryland she was in charge of 
the Marketplace for vendors and the art displays.  She was previously on the DKG International Non-dues 
Revenue Committee and is presently serving on the International Finance Committee. 

Joyce Daglow, Gamma, Area B 
 

Joyce is pleased to be nominated for this committee.  She is a retired Home Economics and 
English teacher from Waldron Area Schools.  This small K-12 building in a rural part of lower 
Michigan was her school ñhomeò for 35 years.  She currently lives in White Pigeon, Michigan but 
still serves as President of Gamma Chapter in Hillsdale  county. she enjoys reading, traveling and 
crafts.  She also volunteers in her community and at church.  
 

Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron, Area C 
 

Kathleen has been a member of DKG since 2005.  Originally a member of Zeta Chapter in the 
Detroit area, she is now a member of Beta Omicron Chapter in Grand Rapids.  She has held the 
offices of President, Vice President and Treasurer in many biennia over the recent 20 
years.  Currently she is the treasurer of my chapter, the Michigan Liaison to the DKG Fine Arts 
Gallery and she has had several pieces of her artwork on display at the international level.  She 
enjoys attending state and international conferences and conventions. 
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Rita Sleeman, Phi, Area D 
Rita joined Phi Chapter Traverse City MI in 1988.  She was employed by TBAISD, now ED 
North, as the Consultant for Gifted and Talented and Professional Development Coordinator.  She 
traveled to schools assisting educators with planning and implementation of programs for Gifted 
and Talented and any other topics of interest to educators.  She was deeply involved in the Odyssey 
of the Mind program as an International Problem Captain for 20 years.  Rita retired in 2002 after 

20 years at the ISD. 
Her role in Phi Chapter has included producing the Chapter newsletter -The Phi-ling, Chair of the 
Communications/Marketing Committee, Chapter photographer and assisted with Phi Grants.   She was 
awarded Phi Chapterôs Woman of Distinction several times and the Meritorious Woman of Distinction in 
2017. 

Ginny Cole, Alpha Theta, Area C 
Ginny says thank you for offering this opportunity to serve on the nominations committee for DKG 
Michigan 2025-2027.  She is a native Detroiter and Michigander.  Ginny is a graduate of Detroit 
Public Schools.  Her education took a diverse path.  She attended Henry Ford Community College, 
Wayne State University, Eastern Michigan University, WSU once more , and Grand Valley State 
University. 
Through these experiences she earned a B.S./ MS in Special Education.  She also earned a 

Graduate Certificate in Developmental Disabilities and a MS +30 Supervisor Endorsement for Special 
Education.  Her teaching experiences have taken place at Trenton Public Schools and Oakland Schools ISD 
and encompass 32 years. 
Ginny is currently retired and enjoys keeping busy with traveling, reading, and volunteering in various 
venues.  She considers herself a lifelong learner and welcomes opportunities to grow in knowledge and skills 
in many areas. 
She has a wonderful family that she adores and feels grateful to spend time with. 

The Nominations Committee began the process of seeking women to consider being nominated for a 
leadership position in the fall of 2024.  The slate the Nominations Committee is presenting includes Key 
Women Educators from all four areas of the state.  They are highly qualified and eager to serve their sisters in 
Michigan.  Kathy Muench, Phi, Nominations Chair, and J.J. Pechta, Gamma, Nominations Chair.  The 
Nominations Committee members are LuAnn Stringer, Mu;  Karen Blaskowski, Alpha Tau and Alice 
Chrenko, Gamma Gamma. 
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State ConventionïMt. Pleasant 

Friday Night, AIM Fundraiser 
Don't miss the birthday party of the 
AIM Educational Foundation at the 
Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort in 
Mount Pleasant on Friday, May 2, 
2025, from 8 pm ï 10 pm.  The sounds 
of Polynesian music will transport you 

to the tropical paradise in Maui.  You will be greeted 
with festive Hawaiian leis.  There are so many things 
you can do: shop at the lovely Hula Hut, learn 
Polynesian dances, have your picture taken at the 
Photo Booth, try your luck at the Mystery Mania 
lottery, or just sit back and enjoy drinks and delicious 
appetizers at the Tiki Bar.  But there is evil under the 
sun: suddenly, a dead body is discovered and there are 
six suspects!  All guests become involved in figuring 
out whodunnit and they can be devious in pressuring 
the suspects to spill the beans. 

The party will be more fun if you dress up as a 
Hawaiian tourist, but you are just as welcome if you 
prefer to wear something else.  Tickets will be 
available at dkgmichigan.org and also will be listed on 
the Michigan state convention registration form. 

We need your help to make this party a success. 

¶ We are asking chapters to donate 2 gift cards 
per chapter for the Mystery Mania lottery. The 
value of the cards must be between $10 and $100. 
Donations of gift cards from individual members 
are also appreciated. Please mail the gift cards 
(and remember to enclose their value) to Elena 
Ivanova, 4179 Ironside Drive, Waterford, 
48329,  by April 28. Please buy the cards for the 
stores and restaurants that can be found anywhere 
in Michigan, such as Walmart, Meijer, Target, 
McDonald's, Wendy's, Cracker Barrel, etc. Online 
stores like Amazon are also a good choice. 

¶ Please consider donating nice-looking items 
for the Hula Hut. Items may include jewelry 
(DKG and other), accessories, souvenirs, board 
games, jigsaw puzzles, and other things that you 
think someone would want. Please bring them 
with you to the party or send them with a friend 
who is attending the party. 

We look forward to seeing you on May 2! By 
attending the party, you will support grants, 
scholarships, and leadership seminars for Michigan 
educators, both DKG members and nonmembers.  

Submitted by Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi,  Director AIM 
Foundation , Inc. 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society Interna-

tional 

Michigan State Convention Schedule 

Soaring Eagle Casino and Resort 

ñIgnite, Enlighten, Inspireò  
 

May 2-4, 2025 
 

Friday, May 2, 2025 
 

4:00 PM - 6:30 PM      Convention Registration (Closed 
        during AIM Fundaiser) 

7:30 PM  New Bees and Rose Buddies Meeting 

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM    AIM Gala - Hula Murder Mystery 

 

 

Saturday, May 3, 2025 

  6:30  AM -7:30 AM Aqua Fitness Fun 

  7:30 AM - 8:30 AM Convention Registration 

  7:00 AM - 8:30 AM Breakfast Time 

8:00 AM - 4:00 PM Funding Our Purposes Auction,  

  Chapter Sales and Informational  

  Display (Closed during the General 
 Membership Meeting) 

  8:30 AM - 10:30 AM       General Membership Meeting 
 All members and guests are invited to attend. 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM  First Workshop Sessions 

12:30 PM  -  2:00 PM Lunch  

  2:15 PM  -  3:15 PM Second Workshop Sessions 

  3:30 PM  -  4:30 PM Third Workshop Sessions 

                     4:30 PM Presidential Procession Practice 

                     6:15 PM President Procession and 

 Head Table Line-up 

  6:30 PM  - 10:00 PM Presidentsô Banquet   

All members and guests are invited to attend. 

 Distinguished Service Award  

 Michigan State Woman of Distinction 
 Presentation 

 
Sunday, May 4, 2025 

7:30 AM -  9:00 AM Convention Registration 

8:00 AM -  8:45 AM Celebration of Life Remembrance  
 All members and guests are invited to attend. 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Awards Brunch: 

 Foundersô Celebration 

 Executive Board Reconvened 
 Evaluations 
 Funding Our Purposes Auction 
 Announcements 

 Delta Kappa Gamma Song 

 Awards Pick-up  



 

 

 State Convention Registration - Mt. Pleasant 
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 State Convention - Mt Pleasant 

Exciting Topics will be presented in Mt. Pleasant! 

The excitement is building for our upcoming spring convention at Soaring Eagle Casino and 
Resort in Mount Pleasant!  While the schedule has not yet been firmed up, we would like to give 
you a peek at some of the sessions and other great activities we have planned. 
Friday night we will begin with another AIM gala. Last spring our Roaring 20ôs party was a 

huge success, and weôre hoping for even more fun this year. Many thanks to the AIM committee for creating 
an event that funds our purposes, as well as bringing us together in a relaxed, joyful event. 

We are excited to have our own Laura Ruggles presenting her ñTeach Like a Coachò session, sharing 
strategies for changing mindsets through teaching with themes.  Lauraós enthusiasm and energy is 
contagious, and we canôt wait to attend her session. 
We will be joined by our Northeast Regional Director Eileen Little.  We hope to gain insight into how our 
international organization is functioning now with the changes in personnel, as well as learning more about 
GIRLS, our service project in Africa. 
As you may know, Soaring Eagle is a tribal venture, and we plan to have at least one session by 
representatives of the Anishinabek tribe.  We will learn about the Saginaw Chippewa Academy, a unique 
educational system.  We have also invited a representative from the Ziibiwing Center to give a talk.  This 
educational center was created to promote ñthe societyôs belief that the culture, diversity and spirit of the 
Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe...must be recognized, perpetuated, communicated and supported.ò  
And thereôs more!  Are you an early bird?  Partake in an aqua fitness session on Saturday morning.  Our 
leadership session will be a mid-biennium check-in for our chapter presidents and other officers, and we also 
hope to have a tech session with our own Amy Wright.  And of course, there will be sessions to express and 
explore our creativity through the arts.  These are just some of the offerings for our DKG members in the 
spring.  Plan on a weekend of fellowship, fun and educational opportunities! See you there! 

Submitted by Colleen Retherford, Epsilon, State 1st Vice-President  

NEED A ROOMMATE? 

Are you going to the State Convention? 
Do you need a roommate? 

If you plan to attend any DKG function 
and need an overnight roommate, contact 
Executive Secretary, Dr. Ranae Beyerlein.  
She will try to pair you up with someone 
else in the same situation. 

dkgmiexecsec@gmail.com 

 

Michigan State Organization Convention 
Chapter/Committee Sales Application 

Saturday, May 3, 2025 

Chapter/Commitee:________________________ 

Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all supplies 

needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table 

Person(s) in charge____________________________ 

Address______________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________ 

Cost per table $15.  Make checks payable to Delta Kappa 
Gamma - Return by April 1, 2025 to:  

Nancy Higgins, 11305 Island Lake Road 

Dexter, MI 48130, nhigs@aol.com 

DKG Fine Arts Gallery, 
Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron  
Kathleen will be available 
throughout the day to share tips on  

the DKG Fine Arts Gallery and how to 
submit artwork.  She will also have 
membersô artwork on display to demonstrate 
what has been honored at the international 
level.   Many of our state sisters have 
submitted artwork in various mediums 
including poetry and you can stop by to see 
all the talents DKG Michigan members.  See 
page 22 for the most recent award winners.   



 

 

Spring Convention 
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Professional Affairs Committee Calling Presiders To Help At  
DKG Convention 

Planning on attending the State Convention in Mt. Pleasant?  The Professional Affairs Committee 
can use your help.  Presiding a sessions is fun, exciting and easy.  You introduce the presenter, pass 
out any handouts and stamp SCECH forms.  If you are interested in presiding over a session at the 
State Convention in Mt. Pleasant, MI., please contact me.  Your willingness to volunteer as a 
presider will help to ensure that the session will run smoothly and successfully. 
Contact me if there is a particular session you would like to serve as presider.  I look forward to 
hearing from many of you.  Contact me at carolmdean@charter.net if interested! 

  
Carol Dean, Phi, Professional Affairs Committee Chair    

Help Needed!! 
Are you musical?  Can you play the piano?  Can you play the recording of a piano?  Are you 
interested in helping the Society demonstrate its sisterhood through music?  If so, the State 
Organization is looking for a Music Chairperson.  We need someone who can help lead singing at 
conventions and conferences and direct the Rosebud Chorus at the Spring Convention!  Look 

around and in your chapter and see if we can bring the music back!  Contact Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha 
Theta, State President if you are interested!   

.Chapter Woman of Distinction Awards 
Attention All Chapters! 

Who in your chapter seems to hold everything together?  Who has received an honor at 
her school or does exceptional volunteer work?  Letôs recognize her with the Chapter 
Woman of Distinction Award.  Honorees will be recognized at the Spring Convention at 
the Sunday morning Awards Breakfast.  Certificates will be placed in the chapter folders.  
Forms are available on the State website, dkgmichigan.org.  Deadline is March 15, 2025, 
so there is time to create the certificates and program.  

Submitted by Lee Ann Stringer, Mu  

State Personal Growth and Services Committee Chari 

Requesting State Woman of Distinction Nominations 
The Personal Growth and Services Committee is seeking nominations for this yearôs candidate 
for the State Woman of Distinction Award.  We are looking for women who give service to 
DKG, hold leadership roles in professional organizations, have outstanding personal 
characteristics and have received awards.  The nomination form is available on the state website, 
dkgmichigan.org.  The DKG Michigan State Organization Woman of Distinction will be 

announced and honored at the Presidentsô Banquet during the Spring Convention.  Please submit by March 
15, 2025, which will allow time for judging and award preparation.  Questions?  Email 
lastringer22@gmail.com. 

 Submitted by LeeAnn Stringer, Mu, State Personal Growth and Services Committee Chair  

 

T         
       
   .ò 

D  K  G  S  I , P  #2 



 

 

Membership 

 

Visit the DKG Michigan State Organization Website, www.dkgmichigan.org for: 

ƷMt. Pleasant Convention Forms     ƷScholarship and Grant-in-aid Applications 

ƷPresidentôs Newsletters     ƷChapter Resource Section 

In Honor of/or in 

Remembrance  
of our beloved chapter and state Society members. 

Chapters and individual members can give 

memorials and gifts to the following DKG 

Michigan State Organization Funds: 

§ Kathy Cashen Regional Conference Fund 
§ Katherine Keeling Professional Development 
Fund 
§ Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund  
§ Betsey Cooper Leadership Development Fund 
§ Presidentôs International Convention Fund 
§ International Educational Foundation 
§ Member Supporting Member Fund 
§ World Fellowship Fund 
§ International Emergency Fund 
*Contributions should be sent to State Treasurer, Liz 
VanWestenburg  (see contact information on page 2) 
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Zeta 

Marcia Lukatch 

 

Alpha Xi 

Kaye L. Mazurek 

Susan Riedlinger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpha Tau 

Heather Church 

Brenda Clor 

 
 

* Reinstated 
 

H - Honorary 

 

   A Special Welcome  
    to Michigan State Initiates 

 

White Roses in Memoriam 

Kathy Micallef, Beta 

 

Kathy was initiated in 2007.  Kathy always came up with novel ideas for her chapter as well as 
generating new volunteer activities.  She stayed active with the chapter even during her 
courageous fight with brain cancer. 
Kathy was a 1975 graduate of Ypsilanti High School.  She continued her education at Eastern 
Michigan University for her undergraduate and masters' degrees in Education. 
A lifelong educator at heart, Kathy spent her 30+ year career as a teacher in her hometown at 
Rackham School and Estabrook (formally known as New Horizons) Elementary, a majority of 

which she was a special education teacher for children who were physically handicapped or otherwise 
impaired.  She was their biggest advocate, making sure they were treated with dignity and included in the 
school culture.  Even in retirement, she loved to teach children.  She tutored her nieces and nephews and 
children from the neighborhood, hosting "Aunt Kathy's Curiosity Club." 
Kathy loved to create, meditate, walk, dance, practice yoga and reiki.  She loved being in nature and sharing 
all her gifts with family and friends.  Her positivity was amazing.  Kathy will be missed by all that knew her 
as she touched so many lives in a meaningful manner. 
 

January 7, 1957 ï April 4, 2024 



 

 

Membership 

  Chapter Presidents and Membership 
Chairs 

 
 

It is very important that the 
chapters send Form 6 
immediately following the 
death of a chapter member.  
No information can be 
shared in  The Wolverine 
until this form is received. 
There are many members 
whose deaths are observed 
in chapter newsletters but 
the editor cannot list them 
in The Wolverine until 
Form 6 is sent by the 
chapter to: 
 

 
 

Pamela Olech  (Alpha Theta) 
2339 Prado Vista Lane 
Howell, MI  48843-6820 
polech1950@gmail.com 

 

 

White Roses in Memoriam 

State Necrology Chair 

2023-2025 
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Lori-Ann Bell, Delta 

Lori was initiated in 2002.  Lori was 
always a positive influence on the 
members of her chapter.  She was always 
willing to take on tasks to assist the 
chapter. 
Lori graduated from Negaunee High 

School, Class of 1981. She earned her B.S. degree in 
Education from Grand Valley State University and 
then her masterôs and Education Specialist degrees 
from Northern Michigan University. Lori was a 
devoted and talented teacher. She started her career in 
Utah teaching the deaf and eventually moved back to 
the Negaunee area. Her passion for special education 
and teaching reading followed her throughout her 
career in both the elementary and middle schools. She 
also served as an assistant principal toward the end of 
her career. 
Lori was a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Negaunee and had a strong Christian faith. 
Lori loved to spend time with her family and friends. 
In the summer time, she enjoyed being on the pontoon 
with her husband Kevin, and the boys.  She loved to 
be outside, taking walks, sitting by a bonfire or 
working on the flowers in the yard. 
She cared deeply about her family and made it a 
priority to be the best person she could for those 
around her. 

July 29 1963 - September 16, 2024 

Patricia Charlton, Gamma 

Patricia was initiated on October 1, 1994.  
Pat held many positions in her chapter 
and at the State level.  She held the 
positions of Vice President and President 
in her chapter.  She was dedicated to 
keeping the history of the chapter in order 

and did this through her scrapbooking.  Along with 
this she was the Historian at the State Level.  She 
also was the photographer at the State Level.   
Pat was a committed educator devoted to children.  
She spent many years as the Library Media Specialist 
at North Adams -Jerome Schools and at Will 
Carleton Academy.  Pat loved getting books into the 
hands of children.  She was always thinking of ways 
to help those in need in the community. 

May 6, 1944 - July 22, 2024 



 

 

State and Chapter News  
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Alpha Xi Gives Money during Holidays 
The Jesse Besser Museum was the 
location of the December 12th 
meeting of Alpha Xi Chapter of Delta 
Kappa Gamma.  The purpose of this 
meeting was to celebrate the 
Christmas season with a dinner, to 
bring a gift for Hope Shores Alliance 
and to conduct a business meeting.  
Acoustic Caf® provided the 
entertainment throughout the 
reception and dinner hour. 
During the business meeting the five 
recipients of our annual Grant-in-
Aide Awards were announced by 

Pauline Buchner.  Ellie Crawford and Mary Jo Ferguson 
were chosen from the Atlanta Public Schools. Ellie 
Crawford will use her award to purchase books in 
various interest areas to encourage reading.  Mary Jo 
Ferguson will be able to provide additional science 
activities and experiments for her 6th and 7th grade 
science students and have monies for the newly formed 
robotics program she is coaching.  Ellen Fritz is the 
teacher of the new French program in the Alcona 
Schools.  Language based games and books for her 
classroom will be purchased.  Christi Cross, middle 
school special education teacher at the Onaway Middle 
School, will invest in books for the SEL curriculum. 
Serena Birk, teacher at Pied Piper School in Alpena, will 
be receiving supplies to enhance learning for students 
with cognitive impairments.  We were pleased to have 
Mary Jo Ferguson join us, tell us about her background 
and receive her award in person. 
Carol Kindt announced that $2,000 has again been 
contributed by the Gerber Foundation to fund our 
literacy program at My Michigan Medical Center.   
Midge Connon provided an update on the financial 
status of the DKG Myrna Kelly Scholarship.  The 
scholarship money was given by the estate of Myrna 
Kelly, a retired teacher in the Alpena Public Schools and 
a former member of our organization.   
At the end of the evening, it was announced that 
members in attendance contributed $500 to Hope Shores 
Alliance, in addition to many gifts that were donated. 
These were delivered the following day. 
The evening concluded with a tour given by Christine 
Witulski of the new exhibit under construction at the 
Museum. 

Submitted by Ann Hardesty,  Alpha Xi 

Legislative News 

Lynn Mason and I wish you all a very Happy 
and Prosperous 2025!  
As you are aware, we provide information to 
DKG MI State Organization membership in 
regard to Legislation and the DKG U.S. Forum 
issues.   Our goal is to share information that 
focuses on ñcurrent major educational issues 
affecting woman, children and education.ò  Our 

DKG mission: ñPromoting professional and personal growth of 
women educators and excellence in educationò; ñto initiate, 
endorse and support desirable legislationò; and ñto inform 
members of current issuesò; is shared and worked on via this 
committee. Though PERSONALLY DIFFICULT at times, we 
try to share info and voice our concerns in a unified non-partisan 
way staying within the DKG Statement of Non-Profit Neutrality.   
In January, 2025, following the recent election and change in our 
U.S. Presidency, we as individuals and DKG members are 
encouraged to be engaged with our past and our newly elected 
U.S. and MI State Representatives; U.S. and MI State Senators 
and our local school board and city officials.  DKG MI 
individual legislative advocacy efforts remain extremely 
important.  Get to know your newly elected officials and stay 
communicating with those who have remained in office, 
regardless of party differences.    Plan to communicate in person, 
via email, letter or phone.  Help to educate these elected leaders 
about the challenges in our educational system: National, State 
and Local Issues.  Together DKG MI, we can make a positive 
difference for educators and childrenôs education.  
Lynn and I appreciate and thank you all for the fellowship, 
support and friendship we share together as DKG MI members.  
Remember that we are always looking for committee members 
to join us and know that we are always available as resources to 
help you as you are involved in Legislative Advocacy.  Feel free 
to Email, text or phone us!   
FYI:  There is a new U.S. Forum Fall Edition of the U.S. Forum 
Connections Newsletter.  It contains info about the new 
biennium Forum steering committee; Webinar announcements; 
Legislation to Watch; and a call to get involved.  1) Go to 
dkg.org 2) Click on ABOUT tab 3) Scroll to Leaders Category-
bottom right you will see Forum click on that 4) Finally, click on 
US FORUM NEWSLETTER  
Looking forward to seeing you in Mt. Pleasant!  

Submitted by Deb Pajula, Beta Sigma 
Legislative Committee Co-Chair 

Articles Wanted  
For The Wolverine about: 

Chapter News 
Events/Celebrations 

Program Ideas and Resources 
Good Works 

Pictures with captions 
Spring Issue Deadline  
February 15, 2025 

e-mail-wadedkgmi@gmail.com 

Mary Jo 
Ferguson of 
Hope Shores 
Alliance, 

received check 
from Pauline 
Buchner, Alpha 

Xi. 
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U.P. Conference, October, 2024 

DKG Conference in Upper Peninsula: 
Inspire the Present, Ignite the Future 

The DKG conference at the Island Resort and Casino in Harris (near Escanaba) was a tremendous success. 
Beta Sigma chapter, the organizer of this event, did an outstanding job planning and implementing this 
biennial gathering of the UP Coordinating Council that unites three chapters: Alpha Tau, Beta Sigma, and 
Delta.  
Island Resort and Casino provided an excellent meeting space with two adjoining rooms, one of which was 
used for lunch (it was delicious!) and the other for sessions. Technology was state of the art and there was no 
additional cost. Over 40 people attended, including four members from the Lower Peninsula: Norrie Baker-
Slater (Sigma), Elena Ivanova (Beta Chi), Mary Oram (Gamma), and Claire Rettenmund (Alpha Omega).  
Katherine Murwin, president of Beta Sigma, presided over the proceedings and kept the meeting on schedule. 
The program featured four presentations: "How Teaching Inspired My Writing" by Ann Dallman, the writer 
and retired teacher in Hannahville School District; "The Right To Read" by Megan Buck, the Dickinson 
County Library Director and 2023 Michigan Public Librarian of the Year; "Advantages of Outdoor 
Education" by Heidi Hansen, the Early Childhood Education Supervisor for Renewal Unlimited in Portage, 
Wisconsin; and "Leadership - Moving Forward" by Elena Ivanova, Immediate Past President of DKG 
Michigan State Organization. The speakers discussed such important issues as teaching Native American 
students, history and present day of book censorship, ways of engaging young students in experiential 
learning, and the challenges of leadership within DKG.  
The attendees also participated in a raffle and lucky winners went home with amazing prizes. In addition, the 
chapters brought many homemade items and pecans to sell in order to raise funds for their annual chapter 
scholarships. There also were books for sale that were authored by the presenters and DKG members. Those 
of us who stayed at the Island Resort enjoyed additional opportunities for fellowship and listened to live music 
by the fantastic band Norton Chartier and Company from Iron Mountain, Michigan. Thank you, Beta Sigma, 
for all your hard work! You went above and beyond to make everyone feel a part of your wonderful family. 

Submitted by Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, Immediate Past President 

This yearôs U.P. Conference held at Island 
Resort Conference Center in Harris, offered 
a fundraising opportunity for Alpha Tauôs 
ó24-ó25 charity, Bay Cliff Health Camp. 
Attendees Karen Blaskowski, Jodi 
Cornwell, Sherry Hutchins, Pam Stanaway, 
Mary Anne Otten, Wendy Halsey and Pat 
Hunter sold a variety of items including 
popular mug and jar mixes. 

Bottom Row: Norrie Slater, Sigma; Sue Youngberg, Beta Sigma; Marilyn Pfister, Beta Sigma, Mary Oram, Gamma; Debbie Pajula, Beta 
Sigma., Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi; Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega; Sherry Hutchins, Alpha Tau; Katherine Murwin, Beta Sigma. Pat 
Wittler, Delta; Mary Bengry, Delta; Jeanne Stafford, Beta Sigma.  
Top Row:  Pam Stanaway, Alpha Tau; Inez Riverside, Beta Sigma; Christine Konyn-Shepard, Alpha Tau; JoDiane Cornwell, Alpha 
Tau; Wendy Halsey, Alpha Tau; Karen Blaskowski, Alpha Tau; Sara Foster, Beta Sigma; Christine Sericati, Beta Sigma; Millie Hofer, 
Beta Sigma.,  Noreen Johnson, Beta Sigma; Pat Cheski, Beta Sigma; Mary Anne Otten, Alpha Tau; Ann Dallman, presenter; Darlene 
Salmi, Beta Sigma; Megan (Buck) Rose presenter/future member of Beta Sigma; Pat Hunter, Alpha Tau;  Melody McLaren; Kay 
Mattson, Beta Sigma;  Mary Duranceau, Delta; Janet Helmbold, Beta Sigma; Cecelia Smith, Beta Sigma; Susan Seidl, Beta Sigma; Judy 
Reid, Beta Sigma; Mary Butorac, Delta.    



 

     Winter   2025  The Wolverine   Page 19   

 

Chapter News 

Gamma Gamma Welcomes Maria Dismondy 
In November, Gamma Gamma welcomed speaker Maria Dismondy, a former teacher and 
author and now the founder of a foundation named ñMaking Spirits Brightò.  As an 
educator, author and mother, Dismondy clearly sees the importance of reading in a childôs 
life. Maria and her business partner, Meg Keys, set out to make books available to as many 
children as possible in the Detroit area and southeast Michigan. They organize book fairs, 
donation drop-off sites and work with community groups and schools. 
Dismondy and her volunteers locate, organize and distribute books to children of all ages, 
free of charge.  They have book fairs, where children are given a number of books to take 

home.  The books are age and content appropriate, and many times these are the first books a child has ever 
owned.  At some fairs, the children decorate a wooden crate to use as their mini-library and fill it with books. 
The foundation partners with groups like Brilliant Detroit, Detroit Institute for Children, Words of Hope 4 
Kids, Project Nighty Night, The Konnection, Ivy Rehab for Kids, Kids Licking Cancer and more. They also 
provide books for adults in need, homeless students, families in shelters, and encourage groups to build and 
support free lending libraries in yards and communities.  
They supply schools in southeast Michigan with books for students and educators. One event literally gave 
3,000 books to Title 1, new and new-to-grade teachers. 
ñMaking Spirits Brightò welcomes donations online and in person. They can always use volunteers too. Book 
drop off locations are listed on the website, makingspiritsbright.org. 
Mariaôs presentation was heart-warming and inspiring.  Her passion clearly shines! 

Submitted by Liz VanWestenberg, Gamma Gamma 

Mu Celebrates Turning 80! 
The evening of December 12, 2024, found 
fifty current and former Mu members and 
guests gathered for a dinner and program 
at Brick Street Restaurant, Grand Blanc, 
Michigan to celebrate Mu chapterôs 80th 
birthday.  Special guests included DKG 
Michigan President Karen Lessnau-Scott 
and Shaila Jehle and members of other 
Flint Area DKG chapters.  The atmosphere 
was warm and energetic as friendships 
rekindled, remembrances of former 
members were shared, and the 
accomplishments of Mu chapter was 
celebrated.  A video collage of former 
meetings and members, created by Dr. 
Dorothy Sample, provided a unique 
backdrop for conversations.  Cathy Ayers 
created an entertaining historical 
presentation of the chapter and brought it 
to life by portraying Miss Ruth Barber. 
Members of the planning committee 
dressed in hats and gloves typical of the 
1940ôs providing a step back in time to 

reflect on the beginnings of Mu chapter and pay tribute to its accomplishments. 
On Saturday, December 9, 1944, Miss Ruth Barber, Alpha Iota Stateôs founder and Executive Secretary, 
officiated the luncheon ceremony that established Mu as the 13th chapter in the state of Michigan. As the 
purposes of DKG indicate the women were focused on improving their professional and personal lives as well 
as other women educators, education in general, and effectively participate in the world. 

Submitted by Gwen Graham, Mu Secretary 

Front row: Ruth Semerad, Kat Lage, Alta Parsons, Georgiann 
Tunningley, Dorothy Colby, Barb Reehl, Nancy Woodruff, Dr. 
Elizabeth Jordan (hiding), Tracy Sahouri, 
Second row: Paul Semerad, Cathy Ayers, Maureen Corser, 
Johnnetta Ricks, Gwen Graham, Rita Gorang, Karen 
Lessnau-Scott (MI DKG State President), Cheryl Cyran, 
Laura Perkins, Pam Marcuk from Alpha Omega, Patty Duffy 
(hiding), Susan Sage (hiding), Dr. Julie Broadbent, John 
Woodfuff, Kim Hatfield 
Third row: Phil Lage (Katõs husband), Louise Potter, Janet 
Cybulski, Sharon Simeon, Lee Anne Stringer, Shaila Jehle, 
Alpha Theta, Susan Carter, Sara Standen, Kim Confer, Dot 
Sample, Pat Hatch, Kathy Bell, Susan Buck, Nancy Lyon 
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Chapter News 

 Gamma Chapter Hosts Historical Cemetery Tour 
The Gamma Chapter of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, held a unique 
and enriching event.  On Tuesday, September 10, 2024, members gathered for a 
walking tour of Hillsdaleôs Oak Grove Cemetery, led by fellow member JoAnne 
Miller. 
JoAnne, known for her extensive historical knowledge, guided attendees through the 
cemetery, focusing on the "Grand Poobahs of Hillsdale."  The Oak Grove Cemetery 
Association, established in November 1859, features impressive monuments erected by 
prominent men of the county, including Henry Waldron, John P. Cook, Col. F.M. 
Holloway, Ezra L. Koon, and Charles T. Mitchell.  These elaborate markers remain 

key historical points within Oak Grove. 
JoAnne shared captivating stories, highlighting individuals such as Mrs. F.W. Stock (Wilhelmina) and her 
dedication to Oak Grove, as well as the contributions of other influential figures like John P. Cook, who 
became Hillsdaleôs first postmaster, and Charles T. Mitchell, one of the founders of the first bank in 
Hillsdale. 
This tour provided members with both a historical perspective and a deeper appreciation for the individuals 
who shaped Hillsdaleôs past.  JoAnneôs knowledge and passion made for an enlightening afternoon, with 
members gaining valuable insight into the history of their community. 

Submitted by Mindy Eggleston, Gamma Chapter 1st Vice President 

 

 
Woman of Distinction 
Charlene DeWitt was honored 
as Alpha Tauôs Woman of 
Distinction in 2024.  The 
meeting to honor her was held 
at the Mainsail Restaurant in 
DeTour.   

 
Submitted by Bonnie Waters, Alpha Tau 

Alpha Xi Welcomes Exchange Students 
At the October 23 meeting of 
Alpha Xi Chapter we were 
pleased to welcome three 
exchange students currently 
attending Alpena High School.  
Davit Barbakadze, from the 

country of Georgia; Martin Poliak from the Czech 
Republic; and Jasinta Puglisi from Australia joined us for 
dinner and later each one spoke to us about their home 
country. It was a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet 
them, hear about their experiences since they arrived in 
Alpena and their future plans. 
Another highlight of our meeting was the initiation of 
Sue Riedinger, counselor at Alpena High School, and 
Kaye Lynn Mazurek, retired German teacher in Wall 
Lake, Michigan.  
Other business addressed was a report on the 
participation of members at Green School during the 
recent Harvest Days celebration, suggested gifts to bring 
to the December meeting for Hope Shores Alliance and 
the delivery of staff appreciation gifts for employees in 
the are school districts.  This year staff received pencils 
with the note ñYou Do the Write Stuffò. 
Applications for new teachers in the Alpena, Atlanta, 
Hillman and Roger City Schools.  Any new teacher in 
these districts is eligible for a $100 grant from Alpha Xi.   
At the conclusion of our meeting, a five year membership 
pin was awarded to Lisa Hilberg in recognition of her 
contribution to our Society. 

Submitted by Ann Hardesty, Alpha Xi 

Kathleen Rodak has Painting in 
ArtPrize 

Beta Omicron 
members, Deb 
Herrick, Diana 
Scott and Sharon 
VanDam 
supported 
Kathleen Rodak
(seated) by 

admiring her acrylic pour ñAlong the 
Coastò while it was on display during Art 
Prize in Grand Rapids in September, 2024. 

 
Submitted by Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron   
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Mother Nature 
By Susan K. Seidl, Beta Sigma 

3 days now 
has been cleaning house 
a rock and roll 
as multifaceted  
as she, no minuet. 
 

Can you imagine 
her March? 
No masquerade. 
Beginning early 
with a  fitful jitterbug swirl 
of white pumice 
evoking crisp leaf Charleston. 
An entire winter  
white grime, clogged, 
lifted- 
preceded and followed by  
power wash 
pelting rain 
concentrated untapped fire hydrant, 
Blizzard winds rise 
in miles per hour, un-clocked, 
yet to be captured. 
 

No cakewalk 
for her living creatures 
that creep, crawl, pad, fly: 
courageous insect clinging feat 
 

Knowing she has the congrol 
bare branches snap 
even amid nests firm 
and fresh budding tests 
perhaps in more of a jig 
than its entire life. 
 

Is she seeding Earth? 
 

No mille-second eye of the tornado. 
Anvil hammer death-rattle 
whine, squeal, breathy throttle 
circumvents 
what she cannot square dance. 
Perhaps it is de-cluttering ballet 
with karate kicks, left hooks: 
a sailorôs tacking nightmare. 
Perhaps. 
 

Nothing to prove 
taking choreography seriously 
she is Mother Nature 
in full tap dance and 
at its end-- 
Geisha girl. 
 

We live in an environment challenging, and reflecting all.   
Often, we donôt put words to the amazement which 
envelops.  In pause, a dance comes with the breath of 
images. 

Even Standing Still 
By Susan K. Seidl, Beta Sigma 

Not one of us 
own the blueprint 
to our destiny 
through science 
dissects finely from conception to a heartôs final beat. 
Each pilgrim a novel thought 
action plotted or spontaneous 
path commuted  
distinct, dissimilar 
the who-of-we.  
 
  (Alas only told we are 
  each others image 
  but different  
  as mapped in finger-eye-DNA print.) 
 
Once seed nurtured 
fed and denied 
enlightened exposure 
proximity of familial and foreign entity 
age fermented fertilized: 
we are. 
 
In time  
we become conductor 
solo of our horseless-carriage 
and sustain it accordingly, 
navigate and barn storm independently 
exploring, witnessing 
wisdom universal: 
we-the-intake. 
 
Now evolved  
we remain rooted 
obscure breath on lesser routes 
as lifeôs layers have, 
callused or fine-lined- 
reaped-insight, 
thickened our bark 
reached ambrosia of the heart: 
spirited longevity. 
Our itinerary 
is to share the mission spent 
enriching 
even standing still as-we-are. 
 
 
Herein we can see our destiny.  Each is given his assets 
and how he distributes them is based on choices and 
environment.  Alas we are indeed unique.  It is therein we 
are gifts tour society...and time. 
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International Fall Art Gallery 2024 

Congratulations to Michigan State DKG 
Members who submitted their artwork for 
judging and display on the DKG International 
Website.  From Left to right, and top to 
bottom, the following works and their artists 
are:  A Room with a View by Judy Reid, Beta 
Sigma; Dragon Fly and Roundhouse Doors by 
Margaret Meehan, Beta Rho; Seeking 
Acceptance  by Beth Bynam, Phi;  White 
Lights, and Zinnias by Barbara Drown, Beta 
Rho; Needles and Two Balls of Yarn, Barbara 
Kennison, Phi;  Winter is Here, Bernice 
Haglund,  Beta Beta;  Southwest by Kathleen 
Rodak, Beta Omicron;  Regatta Flag for 
Sailors, by Barbara Kennison, Phi.  Their 
work will be on display at DKG.org until 
April.  The next deadline for submission is 
February 15, 2025.  


