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Greetings!  I hope this summer has been filled with sunshine and great company! 

Since our last Wolverine, DKG Michigan held its annual convention in Bay 
City.  We enjoyed the best attendance at a state event in some time.  We were 
also fortunate to host the recently elected International President, Dr. Beverly 
Hall-Maughan.  Positive energy abounded.  If you have yet to attend a state or 
International event, I strongly encourage you to do so.  While we are not having 
our usual Fall Conference this year, there are many opportunities this Fall where 
you can make connections with other members, including: 

¶ UP Fall Conference October 26, 2024 Island Resort & Casino, West of  
  Escanaba 

¶ Coordinating Council Events (Cascades and Metro, to name 2) 

¶ Women in the Arts, November 15-17, 2024 Ralph A. MacMullan Center, 
 Roscommon 

Why attend a DKG event outside your chapter?  In my tenure as State President, 
I have been in awe of all of you.  Stepping outside of my own chapter and being 
welcomed during my visits has been one of the highlights of my 
biennium.  DKG women are doing amazing things!  I had the opportunity to 
personally welcome new inductees at the Gamma chapter meeting in April.  
Gamma was also recognizing community members with our Friend of Education 
Award and issuing grants.  In May, I was invited to Gamma Alphaôs Birthday 
Party meeting, where I was thrilled to welcome my best friend as a new 
member!  Gamma Alpha also recounted our rich history as women leaders 
advocating for positive change.  At the Gamma Gamma Tea in June, I heard 
from 2 grant recipients who spoke from their hearts and were very grateful to 
receive their monetary awards.  Later that month, I had the opportunity to visit 
Alpha Omega Chapterôs STEAM Day Camp for Girls.  I was so impressed to see 
several chapter members mentoring young ladies grades 3-6 in projects created 
for Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math.  The camp runs 9 am - 
noon and chapter members sign up to cover the mornings during the last full 
week in June.  What an impactful way to make a difference! 

In my breakout session at Spring Convention, I served on a panel with Cindy 
Dietz (Gamma Alpha) and Dr. Beverly Hall-Maughan to discuss 
membership.  In every thought I have and every action I take, I am always 
mindful of membership.  Sharing about the things we do as members is 
powerful.  When I returned from the International Convention in Maryland this  
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July, I posted a photo album on Facebook.  In doing so, I had a young 
woman whom I had met six months earlier reach out to me.  I had 
sparked her curiosity with my social media posts.  She told me, ñI entered 
a rabbit hole of reading/watching everything about DKG.  I am 
messaging you because I immediately knew it is something I would love 
to get involved in!ò  This prospective member is within her first ten years 
of her career.  Teachers today are craving sources who are positive about 
education.  Do not hesitate to tell others about what you enjoy about 
belonging to DKG! 

 
Submitted by State President, Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta 
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Distinguished Service Award      

Lisa Foley is the Family Division Coordinator of 
InAsMuchHouse and Haven of Rest shelters for women, 
families and men in the downtown Battle Creek area.   
Lisa definitely has a teacher inside of her and with such 
enthusiasm and obvious love for her job, she taught Beta 
Alpha about the many services that are offered and made 
available for helping women and families find their way 
into a different lifestyle.  Lisa has set up trainings and 

teaches the women budgeting, life skills and empowerment to help them 
become independent.  She helps with job seeking and tries to find housing 
for the residents who take advantage of InAsMuchHouse programs.  Lisa 
has developed a program for the children living at the shelter.  When the 
moms are learning, their children are participating in a program with 
ñteachersò of their own in the evening.  Lisa makes sure all school age 
children are registered and attending school during the day 
This year, Beta Alpha has adopted InAsMuchHouse and has volunteered 
to become more involved.  
In March, Lisa presented to our Michigan Legislature spending the day 
with them explaining needs, wants and even changes that need to occur.  
Local police officers strongly suggest that those that are in need go to 
InAsMuchHouse because Lisa will take great care of them, whether 
women, children, or men. 
It is with great pleasure that DKG MI chose Lisa to be our 2024 
Distinguished Service Award recipient.   

Submitted by Julie Pease, Beta Alpha 
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State Woman of Distinction 
Zest isnôt just a word reserved for citrus fruit and soap.  Zest 
also embodies the energy, excitement, and enjoyment for 
Delta Kappa Gamma which exudes from the Michigan State 
Organizationôs Woman of Distinction; Dr. Elena Ivanova.  
Whether at the Local, State, or International level, her en-
thusiasm, dedication, and contributions to Delta Kappa 
Gamma are noteworthy.  
As a member of Beta Chi, Elena is consistently supportive 

of the chapterôs activities.  From attending monthly chapter meetings to 
organizing a special outing at Meadowbrook Theatre.  Elena is a positive 
bundle of energy ready to pitch in and give her best effort.  Her support is  
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extended to individual chapter members and to all chapter initiatives.  She is quick to volunteer, share ideas 
and offer helpful suggestions to propel Beta Chi forward.  The chapterôs main fundraiser is volunteering for 
Bookstock, Metro Detroitôs largest book and media sale.  Elena has volunteered more hours than any other 
Beta Chi member!  Not only does she routinely participate in this community service project, she supports 
and mentors first time volunteers.  In addition to her commitment to fundraising for Beta Chi, Elena is a 
member of the calendar planning committee and the Supporting Early Career Educatorsô strategic plan.  
When potential members attend a meeting or activity, you will find Elena warmly welcoming them and 
sharing her zest for the DKG organization.  
Elenaôs commitment to excellence in DKG doesnôt end at the local level.  As the state president, she worked 
tirelessly to help The Michigan State Organization rebound from the Covid pandemic with her biennium 
goals to Recharge, Rethink, and Renew.  Even before becoming Michigan State Organization president, Elena 
attended state conferences and conventions as well as travelled to international conventions.  Her involvement 
in these activities as well as her willingness to share with others was helpful in keeping Beta Chi well 
informed and connected to others throughout the Delta Kappa Gamma organization.  During her biennium, 
while working closely with other state members, Elena was instrumental in the development of the AIM 
Educational Foundation to further the goal of supporting Michigan educators. 

Elenaôs love for learning has motivated her to share her knowledge at several DKG break out sessions and to 
contribute to the DKG Collegial Exchange publication on her research for her published book on the life of 
the artist, Leon Schulman Gaspard. 

Dr. Elana Ivanova exemplifies educational leadership.  Her efforts to promote the personal and professional 
growth of women educators makes her an excellent ambassador for Delta Kappa Gamma worthy of honor of 
the State Woman of Distinction. 

Submitted by LeeAnn Stringer, Mu, Personal Growth and Services Chair 
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DKG Michigan Members Visit DKG Ontario 
Canada Spring Conference 

 

Judi Fisher, Gamma 
Alpha, Dr. Ranae 
Beyerlein, Alpha Mu 
and Michigan        
Executive Secretary, 
Pam Olech and Karen 
Bowen from Alpha 
Theta traveled to 
London Ontario to 
attend the Ontario, 
Canada Spring 
Conference.  About 
25 members were in 
attendance.  The 
Canadians were 
happy that Michigan 
members joined 
them.  It was 

interesting to learn about the Ontario organization and 
their goals.  Judi, Ranae, Pam, and Karen found the 
Canadians to be great hostesses and enjoyed meeting with 
them. 

Submitted by Pamela Olech, Alpha Theta 

Pictured from left to right:  
Judy Fisher, Karen Bowen, Ranae 
Beyerlein, Pam Olech, Connie 
Rensink (International First Vice 
President/Texas) and Stephanie 
Allen (DKG Ontario President 
2023-2025)  
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Nominations Committee 
It is never too early to be thinking about 
holding a DKG Michigan State 
Organization office; or you may know 
someone who would be a great 
candidate.  Nominations for the next 
biennium will be due November 

1st.  The Guidelines and easy to use Google 
Nominations Form are on the State website under 
ñState Forms.ò 
The positions open for State Officer nominations are: 

¶President 

¶First Vice President 

¶Second Vice President 
¶Recording Secretary 

¶Corresponding Secretary                                       

We also need five candidates from four areas of the 
state for the Nominations Committee.  The 
Nominations Committee is made up of the following: 

¶One state president emerita 

¶One current chapter president 

¶One past chapter president 

¶Two members-at-large, one of whom has  
   some state level experience 

We are fortunate to be a member of a Society of Key 
Women Educators with a vast array of talents.   Begin 
thinking, talking, and encouraging the idea of 
becoming a leader in our Society.  There are 
outstanding women in your chapter, coordinating 
council, or even yourself who are waiting to serve as 
one of our state leaders.   

J.J. Pechta, Gamma, Nominations Chair 
Nominations Committee 
Kathy Muench, Phi 
Lu Ann Stringer, Mu 

Karen Blaskowski, Alpha Tau 
Alice Chrenko, Gamma Gamma 

Donors Choose for Holiday Giving 

Our chapter members traditionally brought books to our holiday luncheon which we would 
deliver to one or two area teachers.  We now use an easier and less cumbersome way to 
donate, Donors Choose.  One member goes onto the website donorschoose.org and picks 3 ï 
5 teachers, in our Intermediate School District, who are requesting money for a classroom 
need.  Members vote at our holiday luncheon on which request we would like to donate 
to.  Then members donate the money they would have used to buy hardcover or paperback 

books to help fund the teacherôs request.  At the Donors Choose Help Center there are many ways to make a 
donation. We have a member volunteer who collects the money, deposits it in our chapter checking account 
and writes a check to Donors Choose naming the teacher we have chosen.  Itôs easy, gives our chapter 
visibility, no heavy boxes to deliver, and the teacher gets what she needs.  A win-win for all!     

Submitted by Carol Dean, Phi, Professional Affairs Chair. 

Join Us in the UP!! 
Inspire the Present, Ignite the Future 

Open to all educators 

Saturday, October 26, 2024  
Island Resort and Casino, W399 US 2, Harris, MI  

Guest Speakers include: 

Megan Buck - Michigan Public Librarian of the 
Year speaking on ñThe Right to Read.òò 

Ann Dallman - Winner of the UP Notable Book 
Award and Historical Society of Michigan Book 
Award speaking about ñHow Teaching Inspired My 
Writing.ò 

Heidi Hansen - Early Childhood Director and 
Kindergarten Teacher speaking on ñAdvantages of 
Outdoor Education.ò 

DKG State Officers will also provide a session on 
ñLeadership - Moving Forward.ò 

Registration is $50.00 and includes a breakfast 
and lunch. 

To register for the conference send a check made out 
to DKG Beta Sigma by October 11th to Pat Cheski, 
Treasurer, N2490 State Highway M35, Menominee, 
MI  49858 - include your name, address and phone 
number. 

To reserve a room for $124/night be sure to mention 
the DKG block: 

ISLAND RESORT AND CASINO 
W399 US-2 
Harris, MI 

1-877-475-7375 
www.islandresortandcasino.com 

http://www.islandresortandcasino.com
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Do Not Miss Out On Opportunities for 
Scholarships and Grants 
Are you working on a graduate 
degree, retraining, or seeking an 
additional endorsement on your 
teaching certificate?  Perhaps you 
should consider applying for a Delta 

Kappa Gamma Michigan Scholarship or an 
International award. 
The International Lucile Cornetet Award is 
granted to educators for the purpose of 
participating in professional seminars, workshops, 
and other nondegree programs that relate to an 
educatorôs professional aspirations.  The Cornetet 
Award is granted two times per year:  November 
1st and May 1st.  This application is available 
online at the International website at dkg.org.  
You can apply up to 6 months ahead.  Awards 
vary and will pay registration, travel, meals, etc. 
DKG Michigan offers scholarships for educators 
who are working on a graduate degree, retraining, 
or an additional endorsement in education.  
Scholarship applications need to be submitted by 
March 1st.  A plan of study and proof of 
acceptance at a college/university is required. 
Scholarships for retraining or additional 
endorsements in education are available in $1000
(2) or $500(2) amounts.  For graduate studies an 
$800 scholarship is available.  Forms and 
information are on the DKG Michigan website:  
dkgmichigan.org. 
The Scholarships/Grants Committee awarded 
DKG Michigan International Conference/
Convention Grants to Colleen Retherford 
(Epsilon)  She was able to attend the 2024  DKG 
International Convention in National Harbor, 
MD, without having to pay a registration fee. 
At the close of the Spring Convention several 
drawings are held.  This year Kathy OôNeill 
(Alpha Omega) and Debbie Pajula (Beta Sigma) 
won the Kathy Cashen Grant 50/25/25 raffle.  
Nancy Higgins (Zeta), Kathy Saunders (Alpha 
Alpha), and Rita Gorang (Mu) had their 
registration for State Convention paid from the 
Member-to-Member drawing.  For help or 
questions contact:  Mary Oram, Gamma, State 
Scholarship Chair 7511 Wadding Drive, Onsted, 
MI 49265, gardenatthelake@comcast.net 

 
Submitted by Mary Oram, Gamma, State Scholarship Chair 

Officer Visitation Invitation For 
Your Chapter Or Council 
Please schedule a visit to your chapter or council 
meetings from our State President, Karen 
Lessnau-Scott, or any other state officer.  Karen 
or other state officers are available to attend your 
meetings for sharing news, updating information 
and giving challenges for this biennium.   

You can find the Visitation Form on our DKG website 
www.dkgmichigan.org.  This will be forwarded to Shaila 
Jehle, Chapter Visitation Chair. 

Please let us hear from you this year!  Any questions contact 
fredandsha@comcast.net. 

              

Submitted by Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta, State Visitation Chair  

 Why Use Robertôs Rules of Order? 
When browsing in a large bookstore, 
or looking online for information on 
Parliamentary Procedure, you 
may find many books that seem 
shorter and simpler than Robertôs 
Rules of Order. Before investing in 
one of these shorter, newer, 
supposedly easier manuals, be sure it 

protects the rights of all members, 
the majority, the minority, and those who are not 
present. Many of these manuals place many decisions 
in the hands of the chair, rather than the decisions being 
made by the members of the assembly. Some 
manuals do not make sure that the rights of the members 
are protected, or they include only short 
explanations of procedures and practices. 
Robertôs Rules of Order has been in existence since 
1876, but it is not outdated. The manual is 
constantly being updated to include new issues that 
come up in an ever changing society. For example, 
electronic meetings were addressed in the 11th edition, 
and is expanded in the 12th edition. 
If you prefer a simpler version of parliamentary rules, 
use Robertôs Rules of Order, newly revised In Brief. 
This easier to use book, has references to the complete 
Robertôs Rules of Order if one wants more 
explanations, and has the information needed for most 
meetings. 
Information in this article comes from Robertôs Rules of 
Order, Newly Revised, 12th edition, and Not Robert 
Enough, by Lorenzo Cuessta, PRP, National 
Parliamentarian, Third Quarter, 2015. 

          

Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu, State Parliamentarian 
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International Conference 
 

 

 

Highlights from the DKG International Convention.  Top left 
image are the DKG Michigan Representatives; Anne Wade, 
Alpha Lambda, Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma, President 
Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu, 
Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron, Colleen Retherford, Epsilon, 
and Johnnetta Ricks, Mu.  Middle left image is Kathleen Rodak 
and New International President Dr. Beverly Hall- Maughan.  
Next image to the right is Michigan Treasurer, Liz 
VanWestenburg who served on the International Steering 
Committee for the Convention.  Next picture down is former 
International President Becky Sadowski with Michigan State 
President Karen Lessnau-Scott, Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu.  The 
picture directly below is all the Northeast Regional Presidents, 
with our own Karen Lessnau-Scott in the back center. 

The International Convention, A Poem 
 

 In the realm of knowledge, we gather here,   Funds we provide, to educate and empower 
 At the DKG Convention, with hearts sincere,  Women teachers around the world, every hour 
 Learning of the world, its wonders and woes,  Caring for students, lifting women high 
 Expanding our minds as the wisdom flows.   Creating a world where dreams can fly 
 

 New friends we meet, from lands far and wide,  National Harbor, where we convene 
 Bound by a passion, side by side.    A place of beauty, like a dream serene. 
 Together we plan for a future bright,    We rode the Ferris wheel, our spirits high, 
 Growing the Society with all our might.   In the moments of joy, we reached the sky. 
 

 Amidst the camaraderie, food divine,   Sessions filled with wisdom, knowledge u ntold 
 We share laughter and stories, a joyful sign.   Dollyôs leadership, beyond whatôs foretold 
 Ideas abound, programs come alive,    Teaching for equity and justice, a noble cause, 
 Stimulating our minds, helping us thrive.   AI and education, embracing new laws. 
    

 Women teachers, with loyalty and trust,   The Foundationôs benefits, shining bright. 
 Answering the calling, in them we entrust.   Clean water and education, bringing light 
 With courage and faith, they light the way,   Resilience and revitalization, a spirit strong 
 Leading generations, day after day.    Whatôs new in membership, a journey long. 
 

 Grateful for those who paved the path,   Giving back, moving forward, hand in hand, 
 Their legacy inspires, it shall never fade.   Together we make a difference, across the land. 
 We look to the future, with hope and grace,   In the tapestry of the DKG Convention, 
 Continuing the mission, at a steady pace.   A poem of inspiration, our heartsô intention 

Written by Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu 
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State News 
 

2024 AIM Educational Foundation Gala Big Success! 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the AIM 
Educational Foundation, I would like to thank 
the 75 guests who attended the Foundationôs 
launch party on April 26, 2024.  The theme was 
ñThe Roaring Twentiesò and had an 
enthusiastic response with our members, many 
of whom wore outfits in the style of that era.  
The Sheila Landis Trio set the tone and 
provided an atmosphere for an evening of fun, 
fellowship, and relaxation.  The photo booth 
was set up and operated by Laura Ruggles, 
Sigma and Cheryl Stacer-McVey, Sigma. To 

see the photos, go to 
https://flic.kr/s/
aHBqjBn8ko /.  The 
Rose Shoppe was 
organized and managed 
by Kathy Muench, Phi 
attracted many 
customers.   
The Mystery Mania 
lottery had to be moved 
to Saturday.  Thanks to 
the Michigan DKG 

chapters and members, 67 cards were 
donated.  There were so many members 
eager to play the lottery that all cards 
were gone within one hour. 
Special thanks go to the members and 
chapters who gave generously to the 
Foundation during the evening: Toni 
Behrendt, Mary Bischoff-Greer, Pat 
Carson, Claire Rettenmund, Alicia 
Sanford, Cathy Stone, Liz 
VanWestenburg, Gamma Alpha, Phi, and 
Northern Lights Council. 

The funds that were raised during the event include:  donations (including $20 per ticket): $4300.09, the Rose 
Shop (Friday and Saturday): $866.00, Mystery Mania: $700.00 and Shout Outs: $85.00. 
With the donations that have been collected during the past 9 months, the Foundation now has $18,889.16 in 
its accounts.  A portion of this money will cover minor operational expenses and the majority will be given 
away in grants to Michigan educators, DKG members and non-members.  This year so far 11 grants have 
been awarded and the next deadline for applying is November 30th. 
Stay tuned for the information about the 2025 AIM Educational Foundation Gala!  If you or your chapter 
wish to be Founders, the level of giving is $500 to $999 in combined donations by March 31, 2025.  You will 
also be honored as a Founder if you give at the Sustainers level ($1,000 or more in combined donations by 
March 31, 2025).  Other levels include Innovators ($100 to $499) and Motivators ($50 to $99).  Please make 
the checks payable to AIM Educational Foundation, Inc., and mail them to Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, 2420 North 
Channel Drive, Harsens Island, MI 48028. 
Once again, thank you for your generosity and support!  With your help, the AIM Educational Foundation 
will grow and provide more opportunities for Michigan educators.  The next deadline for grant submission is 
November 30th. 

Submitted by Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi 

 

Members of Mu - 
LeeAnn Stringer, 
Dot Sample, Kathy 
Ayers, Marilyn 

Hopkins, Johnnetta 
Ricks, Maria 

Gonzalez, Johnny 
Ricks, Theresa 
Gonzalez and 
International 

Guest, Dr. Beverly 
Hall-Maughan. 

 

Dr. Elena Ivanova, 
Beta Chi and Pat 
Little Beta Kappa, 
Karen Lessnau-
Scott, Alpha Theta 
and Anne Wade, 
Alpha Lambda 
Julie Pease, Beta 
Alpha and Amy 
Wright, Gamma 

Alpha. 

 

Members of Alpha 

Omega had fun at the 

Gala.   Back Row;  

Claire Rettenmund, 

Debbie Fish, Jacquie 

Richardson, Kathy 

OõNeill, Front Row;  

Julie Fizzle, Pam 

Marchuk and Jeannie 

Matherly 
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What DKG Means to Me 

DKG, an organization that unites women educators from around the world, holds 
significant meaning in my life. It represents a genuine spiritual fellowship, bringing 
together like-minded women who are passionate about education and dedicated to 
making a positive impact in the lives of children and women. 
Firstly, DKG provides a platform to honor women who have made significant 
contributions or show potential for distinctive service in the field of education. This 
recognition not only acknowledges their achievements but also motivates others to 

strive for excellence in their own educational endeavors. 
Moreover, DKG aims to advance the professional interests and positions of women in education. By 
initiating and endorsing desirable legislation and supporting suitable endeavors, DKG works towards 
creating an environment that promotes equal opportunities and recognition for women in the educational 
sector. 
DKG's commitment to education is further demonstrated through its efforts to endow scholarships for 
outstanding women educators pursuing graduate studies. By providing financial support, DKG enables these 
educators to enhance their knowledge and skills, ultimately benefiting the educational community as a 
whole. 
Additionally, DKG plays a vital role in stimulating personal and professional growth among its members. 
By offering various programs and opportunities for leadership development, DKG empowers women 
educators to expand their horizons, acquire new skills, and take on leadership roles within their 
communities. 
Furthermore, DKG keeps its members informed about current economic, social, political, and educational 
issues. This knowledge equips members to actively participate in a global society, advocating for positive 
change and addressing the challenges faced by children and women in education. 
DKG fosters fellowship among its members, providing a supportive network of like-minded women. This 
sense of camaraderie and connection enables women educators to share experiences, exchange ideas, and 
collaborate on initiatives that promote compassionate and inclusive education. 
In conclusion, DKG holds immense significance in my life. It represents a community of women educators 
dedicated to making a difference in the lives of children and women through education. DKG provides 
opportunities for personal growth, leadership development, and fellowship while advocating for change and 
advancing the professional interests of women in education. Being a part of DKG allows me to contribute 
meaningfully to the field of education and show compassion in a world that greatly needs it. 

Submitted by Dorothy E. Sample, PhD, DKG Michigan President Emerita 

Wilma Adams Fund 
The Wilma Adams Fund was originated to 
honor Wilma Adams, a Mu Chapter member, 
and has two purposes.  The first is to make 
funds available to chapters requesting seed 

money to begin a new special project.  Projects that 
show the promise of becoming self-sustaining are given 
priority. 
The fund also serves as an emergency fund quickly 
available to individual members for assistance.  Check 
the Bylaws and Standing Rules for details. 
The committee sells items at State Convention to 
replenish the budget.  Tasteful, new purchased or 
homemade donated items are appreciated.  New 
members are welcome to the committee at any time.   

Submitted by Chair, Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega 

Friend of Education 
When your chapter reconvenes 
for the 2024-25 year  consider 
selecting an individual or group 

to receive the Friend of Education award.  Your 
chapter can decide which Non-DKG community 
member or group has gone above and beyond to 
aid with education in your area. 
Please contact 2nd VP Claire Rettenmund 
at cerbirder@yahoo.com with the name of the 
person or group you are honoring, a brief note 
explaining why you have made this selection, the 
date you wish to present the award, your chapter 
name, chapter president's name  and the contact 
information of the chapter member requesting the 
certificate. 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega 

mailto:cerbirder@yahoo.com
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Beta Sigma Honors Woman of Distinction 

Beta Sigma Chapter honored Patricia 
Cheski, at their May 18, 2024 
meeting, as their Chapterôs Woman 
of Distinction for 2024.   

Beta Sigma members presented Pat 
with a certificate from the DKG 
Michigan State Organization. She 
was also presented with a red rose, a 
Woman of Distinction Pin, a 

keepsake personalized binder containing numerous 
written tributes and congratulatory letters from her 
family, friends, co-workers, colleagues, and others 
whose lives she has impacted.   Pat was also presented 
with a gift certificate from the Chapter. 

Pat joined DKG Beta Sigma-MI Chapter in 2016.  She 
has become a leading member as she demonstrates 
commitment to the chapter handling responsibilities 
with competence, intelligence, good nature, and 
efficiency.  She has become Beta Sigmaôs ñgo-toò 
member! Pat has served on the Beta Sigma historical 
and research committees.  She now serves Beta Sigma 
as the Menominee area hostess, chair of membership 
and the Chapterôs Executive Treasurer. Pat always has 
a welcoming smile and promotes a valued sense of 
belonging within the group.  Patôs dedication to 
education, generosity and her efforts are exemplary in 
supporting DKG philanthropic causes, especially 
those of Beta Sigma Chapter. 

Patricia and her husband, are both active members in 
Menominee.  Pat has a BA Degree in Management; 
and a Masterôs Degree in Library and Information 
Science.  She worked for 16 years in business as a VP 
of Operations; 7 years as a Circulation Manager at the 
National College of Chiropractic Library.  She then 
worked for 18 years as the Director of the Menominee 
County Library in Stephenson, MI which included 
teaching library skills to school classes, providing 
patrons with computer instructions and coordinating 
summer reading programs.  Beta Sigma chapter 
members congratulate Pat Cheski on receiving this 
award and recognition of Woman of Distinction for 
2024!  The Beta Sigma Chapter includes members 
from Michiganôs Dickinson, Delta, Menominee, and 
neighboring Wisconsinôs Marinette, Oconto, and 
Florence counties. 

 
Submitted by Debra Pajula, Personal Growth & Services Committee & DKG 

Michigan State Organization Legislation Committee Co-chair 

Gamma Gamma Hosts Tea 
The Gamma Gamma High Tea and Fashion Show is 
held each spring as a fund raiser for two purposes. 
The event generates funds for grants to high school 
students planning to become educators and grants to 
classroom teachers.  The teacher grants support 
classroom projects as well as provide financial 
support for educatorsô professional development.  
This year, over 125 people attended this event, which 
was sold out.  The High Tea was a delicious lunch of 
tea sandwiches, scones, little desserts and of course, 
tea- all eaten in the proper order, starting at the 
bottom and working your way to the top.  Following 
the tea, was a fashion show sponsored by the Coral 
Sash Boutique  in Brighton, with chapter members 
and their family members modeling.  We accepted 
donations and had drawing for prizes.  Scholarship 
recipients from the previous year spoke about their 
experiences and what the scholarships have meant to 
them.  The tea brought in just over $3000, and we 
gave four $1000 grants.  It was a wonderful event, 
enjoyed by all who attended and most importantly, 
resulted in helping so many others.   
In December, we have a Holiday Fundraiser which 
will be held this year at Antonioôs of Canton, 
December 6, 2024.  Anyone interested in supporting 
this fundraising activity may contact Sandy Baxter: 
sabaxter@comcast.net.  All are welcome to attend, 
and tickets must be purchased in advance.  This 
yearôs project will provide meals and gift cards for 
thirty local families and children in need, and, as 
funds allow, the districtôs clothing bank and Ronald 
McDonald House.   

 

Submitted by Jan Kavulich and Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma  

Members of Gamma Gamma - Back row - Liz 
VanWestenburg,  Carianne Gray, Alice Chrenko, 
Linda Young, Jan Carney, Jan Migyanka, Sandy 
Baxter, Barb Kapla, Debbie Cortellini, Jan Kavulich, 
Mickey Edell, Rose Portelli, Carla Lewis, Mary 
McGrath, Debbie Maloni;  Front Row - Mary Fritz, 
Luan Brownlee, Sharon Belobraidich 

mailto:sabaxter@comcast.net
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 Chapter News 
 

Anniversary Pins  available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra.                                                   

To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, jpechta.dkg@comcast.net   

Diamond Shape 

Black background 
with Gold Inlay.  
A diamond gem 
for that special 

member. Can be awarded by 
the Chapter or State as a 
special award.   The pin 
reads:  International Society 
for  Key Women Educators. 

Capital Area Conference Gathered 
The Capital 
Area 
Conference 
Coordinating 
Council met 
on April 
13th, 2024 at 
Tony Môs in 

Lansing.  A Silent Auction was held with the 
proceeds going to World Fellowship Fund.  There 
was an excellent presentation given remotely by Katie 
Grzesiak who works for the State of Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources.  Katie is the 
Terrestrial Invasive Species Coordinator and her 
presentation focused on what to grow in your yard 
that is native to Michigan as well as what attracts 
Michigan wildlife, or what repels it depending on 
your situation.  Many resources were shared, 
including but not limited to www. Michigan.gov/
invasives(for details on your local invasive species), 
www.MISIN.msu.edu(to report invasive species and 
learn ID skills);  www.GoBeyondBeauty.org which   
lists businesses not selling high priority invasive 
plants; https://playcleango.org provides 
decontamination resources; https://
www.dirtneverhurt.org shares ORV decontamination 
resources; https://www.canr.msu.edu 
invasive_species/ripple/ which provides guidelines 
for aquatic plant and pest disposal and participating 
businesses;  www.HabitatMatters.org/other-
information which provides plant lists, control 
resources, garden plans, book recommendations, and 
more!  It was heard said that even people who donôt 
garden found the presentation very interesting.  Our 
next Capital Area Luncheon will be on Saturday, 
April 5, 2025 at Tony Môs in Lansing. 

 
Submitted by Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda 

Gamma Alpha 45th Birthday Dinner 
Gamma 
Alpha  
celebrated 
their 45th 
birthday. 

Marcia Scarr (Charter President), Fran Saenz, Esther 
Loskowske, and Alice Duke were honored with a 
Lifetime Service Award and a pin.  Linda Clark 
received the Chapter Woman of Distinction award. 
Samantha Schultz was the Grant-in-Aid recipient.  We 
installed new officers and inducted a new member, 
Krystal Leece.  Pictured are State President, Karen 
Lessnau-Scott, new officers;  Judy Morente, Pam 
Emerson(co-presidents), Linda Dobrzeniecki, Margie 
Sievert(co-recording secretaries, Amy Wright(co-Vice 
president), Cindy Dietz(treasurer) and state visitation 
chair, Shaile Jehle. 

Submitted by Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha 

Alpha Xi Installs New Officers 
The members of 
the Alpha Xi 
Chapter, met on 
May 13 at the 
19th Hole 
Restaurant to 
celebrate our 67th 

birthday, enjoy dinner, install new officers for the next 
two years and recognize members for their years of 
association with the organization. 

The new officers are Becki Thomson, President; 
Melissa LaCombe, First Vice President, Karen 
Kowalski, Second Vice President; Sara Jayne Winter 
and Allison Woods, Co-Secretaries.  Carol Kindt will 
continue as our Treasurer. 

Membership pins were presented to Bonnie Desrocher 
(5 years), Carol Kindt(15 years), Ann Hardesty and 
Joy Shoemaker(30 years) and Pauline Buchner(40 
years).  Jane Guyott was presented with the Lifetime 
Service Award. 

Submitted by Ann Hardesty, Alpha Xi 
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Metro Council óFlight to Freedomô 

Metro Council members from Gamma 
Alpha, Gamma Gamma, Zeta, and 
Alpha Rho took a field trip to the First 
Congregational Church in Detroit to 
visit the Underground Railroad Living 
Museum óFlight to Freedomô tour.  The 
tour is a storytelling reenactment of the 
original Underground Railroad passage 
that operated between 1840 and 1863.  
At the beginning of the tour, visitors 
were ñshackledò with wristbands before 
they entered the ñDoor of No Returnò 
on Goree Island in Africa, where slave 
traders captured free black men and 
women and brought them to southern 

states.  We were transformed into passengers, not runaway slaves, seeking freedom in the north on the 
Underground Railroad.  This was not an actual train but a series of safe houses on the journey.  We were led 
to freedom by a conductor named Moses.  The journey would take over two years to make.  As passengers, 
we hid from bounty hunters and vicious blood hounds.  After crossing the Ohio ñDeepò River, we stayed in a 
safe house in Indiana owned by Abolitionist Levi Coffin.  Finally the passengers moved onto ñMidnightò the 
code name for Detroit.  We found safe haven in the First Congregational Church, which was located on the 
Detroit River at the time.  From there, we went across the river to Canada and freedom.  A boxed lunch in the 
church hall followed the tour. 

Submitted by Jacqulyn Smart, Gamma Alpha 

Muôs Service Committee Facilitates Tree Planting 
 

On Arbor Day, 
April 26th, 
seven students 
from Carman-
Ainsworthôs 
High School 
Garden Club 
planted tree 
seedlings at 
Flintôs Broome 
Park.  Their 

participation in this event was originated and facilitated by Muôs Service Committee.  The C-A students were 
included in a group with volunteers from Consumerôs Energy and Earth Scouts (home schooled group).  
Misty Hubbard, C-Aôs Garden Clubôs teacher/sponsor provided transportation for the students.  Arborist John 
Cahoon reviewed planting instructions and then 450-500 tree seedlings were planted.  The seedlings were 
provided by the Genesee Conservation District via Angela Warren.  Mu Chapterôs Service Committee 
provided the mulch. 
This event was particularly significant for the Genesee Conservation District as 
it celebrated their 24th year in helping Flint being designated a Tree City! 

 
Submitted by Gwen Graham, Mu 
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Chapter Presidents and  

Membership Chairs send in Form 6 

It is very important that the chapters send  Form 6 
immediately following the death of a chapter member.  
No information can be shared in  The Wolverine until 
this form is received. 
There are many members whose 
deaths are observed in chapter 
newsletters but the editor cannot 
list them in The Wolverine until 
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to: 
 

Pamela Olech  (Alpha Theta) 

2339 Prado Vista Lane 

Howell, MI  48843-6820 

polech1950@fmail.com 

In Honor  

of 

or in Remembrance  

of our beloved chapter and state 
Society members, chapters and 
individual members can give 
memorials and gifts to the following 
Michigan State Funds: 

§ Kathy Cashen NE Regional Fund 
§ Katherine Keeling Professional 
Development Fund 
§ Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund  
§ Betsey Cooper Leadership 
Development Fund 
§ Presidentôs International Convention 
Fund 
§ International Educational Foundation 
§ Member Supporting Member Fund 

Beta Omega contributed to Member to Member 
*Contributions should be sent to State Treasurer, 

(see contact information on page 2) 
State Necrology 

Chair 2023-2025 

Membership 

   A Special Welcome  
    to Michigan State Inductees 

Gamma 

Cheryl Carrington 

Cassandra Farmer 

 

Omega 

**Lynne Hendricks 

**Mary Seiber 

 

Beta Chi 

Dorothy Gustafson 

Crystal Young 

 

Beta Kappa 

Merrelyn Brand 

 

Gamma Alpha 

Krystal Leece 

 

Gamma Eta 

Maureen Conklin 

Dawn Polizzi 

**Marilyn Gushen 
 

*Honorary 

**Reinstated 

 

Janet Louise McKie, Delta 
Janet was initiated in 1971.  She 
was an active mentor to 
members.  She was a shining 
example of a DKG member. 
Janet graduated from Edison High 
School in Minneapolis with the 
Class of 1941 and continued her 
education at the University of 
Minnesota where she received her 
bachelorôs degree in Elementary 

Education in 1945.  Janet hopped on the train to her 
first teaching assignment in Escanaba, Michigan at 
Webster, and Washington schools.  She also taught at 
Whitman and Fisher Elementary Schools. She was 
one of the first daycare teachers at the First 
Presbyterian Church Cooperative Nursery.  Having 
devoted her teaching career to enriching the lives of 
her young students, she retired in the spring of 1985. 
Janet was an active member of the First Presbyterian 
Church in many facets from Christian education, 
singing in the choir, to serving as a church elder, 
Rachel Circle and Lunch Bunch. Additionally, she 
belonged to the AAUW (longtime member of the 
performing puppet troupe), PEO Sisterhood, 
Marquette Golf and Country Club, Couples Bridge 
Group, Golden Wildcat Club, and Bethel Guardian in 
Job's Daughters.  
  
June 28, 1923 ï February 29, 2024 



 

Sharon Holt, Sigma 
Sharon was initiated in 
2016.  Sharon had been attending 
meetings and participating in 
chapter events for several years 
prior to accepting honorary 
membership. 
Sharon was a paraprofessional for 

Belding Area Schools.  She worked at several 
Belding Schools.  She had a natural ability to 
engage and encourage students.  Sharon eventually 
accepted a position in the school office as an 
Administrative Secretary where she continued to 
impact students in a very positive manner.  
Sharon was a strong community volunteer.  She 
was a member Thimble Club, Herb Group, Book 
Club, Red Hats and Friends of the Library.  She 
also hosted meals for the retiree and the girlsô 
basketball team. 
March 11, 1942 ï March 31, 2024 

  

Dolores B. Zimmer, Zeta 
Dolores was initiated as a  member of 
Alpha which she joined in 1981.  After 30 
years serving as chapter treasurer, she 
moved her membership to Zeta in 2011. 
Dolores was born in Hamtramck, 
Michigan. She graduated from Saint 
Ladislaus High School and continued on 

to receive a masterôs from Marygrove College. 
Dolores worked as a teacher in the Detroit Public 
Schools at White Elementary for 45 years. 
She was also actively involved with her faith in the 
Catholic Church and was a member of St. Genevieveï
St. Maurice Womenôs Sodality. 
Dolores will be missed by family and friends. 
October 3, 1930 ï June 29, 2024 

White Roses in Memoriam 

Sandra Tenkel, Alpha Mu 

Sandra Tenkel was an active 
member of Alpha Mu.  She was 
initiated in 1990. 

Sandra was a graduate of Utica 
High School.  She earned her 
degree in elementary education in 
1964 from Central Michigan 
University. Sandy furthered her 

studies at Wayne State University earning a 
Master's of Education in 1969.  
Sandy was an elementary teacher in the Warren 
Consolidated and Grosse Pointe School systems 
for almost 30 years. A master teacher, she was 
devoted to her craft and was beloved by her 
colleagues, students, and their families. Sandy 
retired from teaching in 2000. 

Sandy dedicated her time to volunteering, enjoying 
her grandchildren, studying and practicing yoga, 
starting a book club, traveling domestically and 
abroad, hosting dinners and holidays for family 
and friends, and attending performances at the 
Detroit Symphony and Detroit Opera 

Theater.  Sandyôs faith was her lifeôs cornerstone. 

July 15, 1942 ï May 1, 2024 

Lenore Binns, Alpha Rho 
Lenore Binns was a member of Alpha 
Rho, she was initiated in 2014.  She was 
an active member of the chapter book 
club. 
Lenore graduated from Adrian High 
School and attended Adrian College for 
one year.  After getting married Lenore 
continued her education and graduated 
from Eastern Michigan University with a 

BA in Education in 1972.  She began her teaching 
career with the Ann Arbor School System and taught a 
variety of English classes, History, Geography, Political 
Science, and American Government for 26 
years.  Along with this she taught night classes at Stone 
High School for 21 years, as well as high school 
completion and GED classes for 5 years.  She was a 
dynamic, creative, compassionate teacher, frequently 
acknowledged during graduation by many students. 
Lenore loved life and greeted adversity with a 
determination to move forward no matter the 
challenges. She was a passionate activist and 
volunteered for many years with the Interfaith Council 
for Peace and Justice in Ann Arbor and the CROP 
Walk. She was active in civil rights groups and marched 
for peace and equality. She also served in leadership 
positions, President twice at King of Kings Lutheran 
Church in Ann Arbor. 
August 19, 1937 to May 7, 2024 

Membership 
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Membership 

Dr. June Hopkins, Beta Rho 
Dr. June Hopkins was initiated in 
1973.  She was the 1992 Chapter 
Women of Distinction. 

She served as the Monroe County 
Intermediate School District Assistant 
Superintendent. 

June 25, 1925 ï February 3, 2024 

Dorothy Gray, Michigan  

Dorothy was a very active, dedicated 
member of DKG until her death.  She 
participated in chapter activities, served 
as a chapter officer and on various 
committees.  Her love of DKG was 
evident, especially when her original 
chapter dissolved, and she moved to 

Virginia.  Dorothy was adamant that she remain a 
DKG member, so she joined our state chapter.  
Dorothy was initiated in 1971. 
Dorothy graduated from Dowagiac High School in 
1944 with a two-year scholarship to WMU.  After two 
years at WMU she began teaching at Bedinger School.  
While teaching at Landon, Baroda and Lakeshore 
Schools, she received her masterôs degree from MSU 
in 1965.  Dorothy taught a total of 40 years.  Her last 
25 years were in the field of Special Education.  She 
was President of the Council of Exceptional Children 
in Berrien County and was also a lifelong member of 
Delta Kappa Gamma.  After retiring in 1988, Dorothy 
volunteered for the Peace Partners Tutoring and 
Mentoring Program at Benton Harbor Peace Temple.  
Dorothy spent her last 11 years at Westminster in 
Winchester, VA.  During her time at Westminster, she 
volunteered at Quarles School.  
1927 ï September 8, 2023 

Eleanor Russell, Beta Rho 

Eleanor was initiated in 1974. She was 
an active member of her chapter for 50 
years.  She served as the President of 
the chapter from 1978 to 1980 and 
again from 1994 to 1996.  She was the 
chapter Women of Distinction in 1985 
and 2002.  Along with this she was 

Chairperson of Personal Growth and Services.  
Lastly, she helped serve lunch at Holiday Camp. 
Eleanor was an elementary teacher for Monroe 
Public Schools for 25 years, utilizing the bachelorôs 
and masterôs degrees in education she earned from 
Eastern Michigan University.  
Her love for her community extended beyond 
education. Eleanor stayed active by volunteering for 
over 25 years with Mobile Meals where she served 
as the director and driver. She also volunteered with 
the Salvation Army, Monroe Council of Churches, 
and Church Women United. 
Eleanor received numerous awards including a 
Distinguished Service Award from the Michigan 
Association of Retired School Personnel, the 
Wilfred E. Simpson ñChurch Person of the Yearò 
Award by the Monroe Council of Churches, and the 
Michigan Week ñMinute Manò Award.  
As a long-standing member of Christ Lutheran 
Church, Eleanor served in numerous roles including 
church council Vice President, Sunday School 
teacher, and VBS Director. For many years she 
oversaw funeral luncheons, Easter and pancake 
breakfasts and Lenten suppers. In recognition of her 
dedication and service, the church honored her in 
2014 by naming the fellowship hall after her.  
Eleanor will be missed by her family and friends. 
April 9, 1929 ï July 12, 2024 

Norma Sorenson, Alpha Theta 

Norma was initiated in 1977.  She was a faithful member until her health prevented her from 
attending meetings.  She was well liked in her chapter. 
Norma graduated from Byron High School and went on to get a Degrees in Home Economics 
and Teaching from Michigan State University.   
Norma began her career as an elementary school teacher for the Fowlerville School System in 
1957, teaching a year and a half at the Randall School and later as a fourth and fifth grade 
teacher in Fowlerville until retiring from full time teaching in 1994.  After retirement, she 

continued part time as a teacher in the Sunrise School program, providing extra reading and math instruction 
for students deficient in these areas 
Norma was also elected and served for several years as a Fowlerville District Library trustee.  
April 30, 1927 - November 13, 2023 
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DKG Legislation Information 

¶ Voting is a right and every vote counts.  Your voice matters! 

¶ Take time to do your research and be an informed voter. 

¶ Access candidate/issue information from more than one unbiased source. 

¶ Things to consider doing closer to Election Day to help Educators in your area: 
1. Lend some help to candidates who understand the importance of Education. 

2. Consider becoming an election worker! 
 

Voting Information and Sites 
1. Michigan.gov/vote - Provides voter information and FAQ.  View a sample ballot, see listing and 
information on state candidates and any proposals, find information for candidates and/or contact your 
local elected official, verify your voter registration and/or register if needed, identify your polling place 
and proper identification you will need when you go to vote. 

2. Congress.gov - View bills and current legislative activities for House and Senate. 
3. Bridgemi.com - Get your Non-partisan MICHIGAN NEWS.  Lots of great current information. 
4. Ballotpedia.org - Federal, state and local election information and voter information. 
5. AARP.com - Voter information for Michigan and any other state in the country. 
6. Vote411.com - Information from the non-partisan League of Women Voters to navigate registration and 
the voting process. 

7. Votesmart.org - Enter a politicianôs name for their biography, voting record, positions, sources, speeches 
and ratings. 

8. MARSP.org - Track bills as they move through the legislative process. 
9. Nea.org/retired and MEA.org/legislation - Both of these sites can track bills. 
10. Bridgemi.com and ForMIKIDS.ocm - Both will have legislative and leadership information. 
**Remember Local elections are very important.  Most school operational decisions are made through local 
school boards.  Be aware of local candidatesô positions. 
 
EARLY IN PERSON VOTING - Find the polling place and dates for your jurisdiction.  Michigan voters 
have the right to cast a ballot early and in person at an early voting site.  (9 days beginning with the second 
Saturday before the election and ending on the Sunday before the election.) 
 
VOTE IN PERSON ON ELECTION DAY at your polling place:  U.S. presidential general election is 
on Tuesday, November 5, 2024. 
 
ABSENTEE BALLOT:  In order to vote by mail, you must request an absentee ballot online or from your 
local clerkôs office.  You can request an absentee ballot and track your absentee ballot at Michigan.gov/vote. 
 

DKG U.S. FORUM, NORTHEAST REGION UPDATE NE REP. BEV JOHNS 
S.4394, The NSF AI Education Act of 2024 was introduced to the U.S Senate on May 22, 2024 by Senator 
Maria Cantwell of Washington and Senator Jerry Moran from Kansas.  This bipartisan bill seeks to authorize 
the U.S. National Science Foundation to develop guidance on artificial intelligence in preK - 12 schools.  It 
establishes scholarships for future teachers to study AI in addition to professional development opportunities 
for current educators. 
 
Office for Civil Rights Data 
Federal data show that disability discrimination complaints at U.S. schools are at the highest level in 6 years.  
The biggest issue regarded studentôs rights to receive a Free and Appropriate Public Education. 
 

For more information visit dkgusforum.com. 
 Submitted by DKG MI Legislative Co-Chairs Debbie Pajula, Beta Sigma and Lynn Mason, Sigma 
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Highlights from the State Convention 
Saturday morning was our annual society business meeting lead by state 
president Lessnau-Scott.  We were addressed by our International Guest, 
new International President(as of July 2024) Beverly Hall-Maughan who 
spoke about plans at the international level to continue growing the 
society.  Saturday late morning and afternoon saw members 
participating in the silent auction raffles to win a beautiful gift basket 
or going to sessions that were informative and rewarding.  Saturday 
evening was a lovely award banquet starting with a local acapella 
group for our entertainment, followed by a delicious meal and awards 
presented to our State Woman of Distinction and State Service Award 
Winner.  Sunday morning was reflective as we honored those members 
we lost in the last year.  After breakfast we had a keynote speaker who 
spoke to us about grief and loss followed by the Chapter Awards.  
Overall it was a rewarding and reflective weekend. 

Submitted by Anne Wade, Wolverine Editor, Alpha Lambda 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 
2024 

   
Alpha Omega 
Dorothy Potzman 

 
Beta Rho 

Charlotte Woelmer 
 

 

Gamma Eta 
Elaine McIntosh 
Kay Robinson 

 

Gamma  

Joanne Miller 

 

Alpha Mu  
Dr. Suzanne Klein 

 

Beta Alpha 
Jackie Luke 

 

Beta Tau 
Kathy Grieve 

 
 

 

Mu 
Nancy Woodruff 

 

 

 Alpha Theta 
Ginny Cole 

 

Beta Kappa 
Patricia Little 
Kristy Motz 

 

Beta Sigma 
Patricia Frantz 
Cheski 

 

 

 

Phi 
Ruth Jones 

 

Alpha Xi 
Julie Kowalski 

 

Beta Lambda 
Sue Sexton 

 

Beta Chi 
Lillian Shallal 

 

 

 
 

 
Alpha Rho 
Donna Ramsey 
Theresa Ross 

 
 

 
Gamma Alpha 
Linda Clark 

 

Personal Growth and Services  
Committee Presents  

Chapter Woman of Distinction 
Awards 

LeeAnn Stringer,  Mu, Chair 

Chapter Women of Distinction honored 

at the State Convention in May.  Sue 

Sexton, Beta Lambda, Ginny Cole, 

Alpha Theta; Julie Kowalski, Alpha Xi; 

and Linda Clark, Gamma Alpha. 

Pat Hunter, Alpha 
Tau plays her 
watercolor 

monoprint.  Dr. 
Dorothy Sample, Mu 
inspired us all on 
Saturday evening 
before the meal.  
Tamara Webster, 
Gamma Theta and 
Amy Wright, Gamma 
Alpha worked out 
computer glitches. 



 

 

State Convention Awards 

2023-2024  

Michigan State Award of the Rose 
The Award of the Rose recognizes chapter 
achievement and excellence.  It encourages chapters 
to participate in state activities and to meet state 
deadlines and goals.  Chapter Presidents were asked 
to apply for recognition by March 15th. 

This year there are 23 chapters honored with the 
Award of the Rose. 

 

 Gamma Alpha Kappa Beta Chi 
 Mu Alpha Mu Beta Omicron 
 Omicron Alpha Tau Beta Rho 
 Sigma Alpha Theta Beta Sigma 
 Phi Alpha Xi Beta Tau 

 Upsilon  Alpha Zeta Gamma Alpha 
 Alpha Alpha Alpha Omega Gamma Gamma 
   Gamma Theta 
             

Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, State President, 2023-2025 

2023-2024 Michigan State  
Presidentôs Awards 

The Presidentôs Award is given to those chapters that 
achieve specific goals during the past year.  Chapter 
Presidents were asked to complete the application and 
send it by April 1.  This year there are 13 chapters 
earning this award by using Social Media to promote 
DKG, submitting a membership spotlight form, 
submitting a program showcase form, collaborating 
with another chapter or the coordinating council, 
offering a session where participants could earn 
SCECHs and/or had at least 1 first timer participate in 
the State or International Convention.  The chapters 
receiving the Presidentôs Award are: 
 

Chapter  Chapter President 

Gamma  Kathryn Drake 
Epsilon  Colleen Retherford 
Mu    Johnnetta J.C. Ricks 
Omicron  Dr. Gedy Love 
Alpha Zeta  Pamela Naplin 
Alpha Theta  Karen Bowen 
Alpha Tau  Pamela Stanaway 
Alpha Omega  Jacquie Richardson 
Beta Alpha  Toni Behrendt 
Beta Tau  Linda Schramm 
Beta Sigma  Katherine Murwin 
Gamma Alpha  Jackie Smart, Judi Fisher 
Gamma Gamma Alice Chrenko 
Gamma Theta  Gari Voss 

 

Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, State President, 2023-2025 

  Pins available for honoring: 

  Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
  Red letters are on a gold background.  

  The dark areas are raised gold. 
    Available at State meetings or via mail with 

Key Woman Educator Pin 

Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting. 

An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold 

on a black background that is in the center. 

The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read... 

          ñKEY WOMEN EDUCATORSò 

 Pins available for honoring:   

  International Woman of Distinction. 
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DKG Michigan Chapter Friend of 
Education Certificates 2024 

Gamma recognized Susan Stout. 
Mu recognized the Mark Owen Agency of 
MEEMIC.  
Phi recognized Crooked Tree Arts Council for 
providing opportunities for students and adults to 
participate in their programs. 
Alpha Alpha recognized the Culvers of Grand 
Blanc and Kim Gordonier for opening up a 
partnership with the Area 13 Special Olympics for 
giving athletes real life experiences in the working 
world. 
Alpha Xi recognized The Boys and Girls Club of 
Alpena for giving excellent support to education and 
educators . 
Alpha Rho recognized Jane Miller for volunteering 
her time with the Ann Arbor Schools and helping 
with the Michigan Ethics Bowl. 
Alpha Tau recognized Marty Miller for being an 
excellent custodian in the building he serves. 
Alpha Omega recognized Judy Ruddock who 
during Camp Alpha Omega brought in minerals and 
rocks for the girls to learn to classify and identify 
attributes of rocks. 
Beta Kappa recognized the Big Rapids 
Community Library which provides educational 
opportunities for the community. 
Beta Kappa recognized Artworks of Big Rapids 
which provides an entire month of cultural activities 
for the community. 
Beta Lambda recognized Patrick Hingst for 
helping all local school districts pay off school lunch 
debts. 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, DKG 
State Second Vice President 
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 International Art 

International Art Award winners include L to R, 
top to bottom:  Beauty of a Butterfly and 
Driftwood Shadow by Judy Reid, Beta Sigma;  
Hummingbird and Monarda and Monticello by 
Margaret Meehan, Beta Rho; Lillies by Barbara 
Drown, Beta Rho; Butter Butt by Claire 
Rettenmund, Alpha Omega;  Poppies and My 
Rooster by Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron; 
Dinner by Claire Rettenmund; My Summer Day 
by Barbara Kennison, Phi;  Fuller Farm 
Forgotten  and Bicycle Parade by Beth Bynum, 
Phi; and The Wolf Moon by Barbara Kennison. 




