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Greetings!  I am humbled and honored to serve you and our state organization in 
the new biennium.  I am also excited to share the new theme: Ignite-Enlighten-
Inspire! 
Ignite:  We spent the last biennium recharging, rethinking, and renewing to get 
us ready for this new biennium.  I have shared with others that this past school 
year has felt refreshingly more normal than it has in a few years.  There is a lot 
to be excited about as a member of DKG Michigan - share your enthusiasm with 
others! 
Enlighten:  As Key Women Educators, we are lifelong learners and teachers.   
We need to educate our members on the use of technology to facilitate chapter 
growth and services.  One of our many strengths as an organization is our 
diverse knowledgeable membership.  From Women in the Arts to Leadership 
Training, there is something for everyone. 
Inspire:  One of my favorite quotes about teaching is by William Arthur Ward: 
ñThe mediocre teacher tells.  The good teacher explains.  The superior teacher 
demonstrates.  The great teacher inspires.ò 
My personal mission is to SPARK a positive difference in the world.  In my 
work as School Improvement Chair, we came up with the acronym SPARK to 
embody the core values (being Safe, Positive, Accountable, Respectful and 
Kind).  The arrangements of the letters as an action word led me to this theme 
and inspired the biennium logo as well. 
Logo:  The symbol of a torch represents liberty, freedom, inspiration, 
knowledge, and teaching.  It is a common emblem for enlightenment and hope. 
Goals:  I have four goals for this biennium that I hope to reach with your 
support. 
Increase Awareness:  We need to examine new ways to get the word out about 
the good things we do.  Whenever I am in a gathering of DKG women, I am in 
awe of the wonderful things each chapter accomplishes.  I want to showcase 
these happenings for all to see.  Some ideas I have include expanding our 
presence on social media platforms.  Social media presence is not only about our 
members.  It is about prospective members, as well as, elevating our status in the 
community. 
We are currently applying to become a State Certified Educational Credit Hours
(SCECH) sponsor so that we can apply directly to the Michigan Department of 
Education for our online and in person sessions.  When DKG Michigan is 
approved, our organization will be listed in the MDE database as a SCECH 
granting entity.   

Continued on page 2 
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Eventually, we hope to expand this to enable coordinating councils and 
chapters to offer SCECHs to both members and prospective members at 
the local level.  A special thanks to Dr. Ranae Beyerlein for her 
encouragement in this endeavor. 
Increase Relevance:  This goal aligns with International President Debbie 
LeBlancôs theme.  We need to streamline some processes, update criteria, 
and appeal to the needs of current and prospective members through 
quality programming and service opportunities.  We cannot discount the  
importance of offering meaningful networking opportunities and social-
emotional support. 
Increase Accessibility:  I would like to continue exploring and expanding 
technology options to support our members who cannot attend events in 
person.  We can add information to our website to support chapter leaders 
as well as, showcase our activities.  I would like to expand offerings at 
the local level by promoting the efforts of our coordinating councils in 
programs and networking opportunities. 
Increase Membership:  We can only maintain sustainability if we appeal 
to new members and retain current ones. 
I am eager to hear your ideas on attaining these goals.  Feel free to 
contact me.  Please utilize the chapter visitation form on our website to 
request a visitation from me or any of our state officers.  I look forward 
to meeting and hearing from you. 
I would like to thank our outgoing President, Dr. Elena Ivanova, for her 
steadfast leadership during a very challenging time.  Her theme was the 
perfect recipe to set us up for the work we have ahead of us in this new 
biennium.  I am also thankful for all of you.  You have shown great love 
for DKG.  Your longtime commitment and dedication are a testament to 
the value we all place in this cherished membership.  I greatly value your 
support and input as we navigate this new biennium together. 

 
Submitted by State President, Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta 
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Distinguished Service Award      

The Distinguished Service Award was presented to Dr. 
Randa Jundi-Samman.  She had earned this award in 
2020, when the state convention had been cancelled.  
Since we were in her hometown, the committee 
thought it would be nice to honor her at this yearôs 
event.   
Dr. Randa Jundi-Samman has been very active in the 
local schools.  She served as a PTA president and 
created a fundraiser for two local rival high schools, 
initiated elementary school supplemental fun fitness 
program and childrenôs fun runs.  She supports an 

endowment fund for the Port Huron schools with monies being used for 
college access planning, classroom grants and special classroom projects.    

 
Submitted by State Second V-P, Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega 
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State Committees   

Two Outstanding Members Earn State Woman of Distinction 
Jeanine DeLay, Alpha Rho, demonstrated her dedication to DKG through her 
efforts in the ñTeachers helping Teachersò initiative.  She became immersed in 
the statesô program through planning, sorting and organizing to make sure 
materials went to the appropriate schools.  Supplies were distributed to 
Hamtramck and Detroit Public Schools.  Jeanine established an Award for 
Learning and Teaching Innovation in honor of her mother, who was also a DKG 
member.  This award recognizes creativity, experimentation and innovation.   
Jeanine established a female coaching non-profit known as ñThe Academy for 
Sport Leadershipò whose mission is to provide a venue for training and 
mentoring young female athletes, provide a resource for professional and career 
networking and provide a center of education and advocacy for women 
committed to sport leadership. 
She helped launch an ñAqua-demicsò swim program to include underserved 
young people whose access to swimming had been impeded by discrimination, 
inadequate resources and lack of coaching mentors.  Their motto is ñswimmers 
make better learners.ò  While teaching at Greenhills in Ann Arbor, Jeanine drew 
on her previous experience working with a health care commission and 
introduced a course on Applied Ethics.  At the University of Michigan Jeanine 
developed a course on Sports Ethics and International Sports Policy for the 

Sports Management and Communication Department in the Kinesiology Division.  She and two other 
community leaders founded ñA2ethicsò(Ann Arbor ethics), a new non-profit dedicated to thoughtful 
discussion about everyday decision-making.  As an educator and ethicist, Jeanine was interested in finding 
new ways to encourage public awareness concerning the impact of ideas about ethics in professional life and 
community practices.  Jeanine has also led high school ethics teams to compete in an annual ñEthics Bowlò 
where the winner progresses to the National High School Ethics Bowl in North Carolina.  Over the 10 years 
of the National High School Ethics Bowl, Michigan champions have come close to winning and have won the 
prized Spirit Award.  Ann Arbor Skyline High School was the first Michigan school to claim the top honor as 
national champion. 
Jeanine is a leader - one who makes a difference; for females, for educators, for the less privileged and for 
students. 

Our second recipient is Kathleen Rodak.  Kathleen has served 
DKG Michigan in many ways over her years of membership.  She 
has served as a chapter committee, chair, chapter secretary, chapter 
treasurer, chapter vice-president and president.  She has helped 
host a fall or spring convention and conference.  She has submitted 
articles to The Wolverine.  She has served DKG International as a 
liaison and she has continued to submit artwork to the DKG 
International Art Show Gallery since 2014.  Kathleen is a very 
active and productive member of Delta Kappa Gamma and is a 
clever, resourceful, and creative person.  Kathleen is the chapter 
Director of All Things Creative.  One idea for entertainment at a 
holiday brunch was a horse race.  Kathleen created the horses, 
named them after DKG programs and the jockeys were named 
after DKG Founders.  The jockeys were the DKG members in 
attendance at the brunch.  The horse race was a hit and Kathleenôs 
horses went on the road to the State Convention and the 

International Convention followed by the Northeast Regional Conference.   
Thank you Kathleen for your leadership.  We look forward to all you will continue to do for our Society! 

Cathy Ayers, Mu, Personal Growth and Services Chair 
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Cathy Ayers, Mu with Kathleen 

Rodak, Beta Omicron. 

Cathy Ayers, Mu with 
Jeanine DeLay, Alpha 
Rho. 
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DKG Michigan has a Facebook Group.  Search for 

Michigan Delta Kappa Gamma 

Follow us on Instagram:  @dkg_mich  
Send information and pictures for us to promote your 
events and activities: dkgmichiganprez@gmail.com.  
See more  pictures from the International Convention 

and other DKG Michigan Events! 

Get Involved With DKG Michigan! 

Do you have ideas you would like to 
implement to support DKG Michigan?  
We have opportunities!   
We are in need of members to support 
our chair for our new Communications/
PR Committee.  This team would work 

closely with our Corresponding Secretary, our 
Webmaster, and our State Officers.  We are looking 
to publicize the events and programs throughout our 
State, as well as, support chapters and coordinating 
councils in taking on that responsibility at the local 
level.    
We are also in need of a Music Chair.  Not a music 
teacher?  No problem!  I would like to rethink the 
ways this committee has functioned in the past.  
Perhaps this committee finds pathways for artistic 
expression in our State events.  Instead of conducting 
a Rosebud Chorus, perhaps find local musical talent, 
or organize a tasteful dramatization.   
If being a chair is too much for you to handle right 
now, consider serving on a committee.  We have 
committees in Society Business, Educational 
Excellence/Program of Work, as well as, Educational 
Services.  These groups will begin meeting monthly 
via Zoom with our State officers.  Individual 
committees can meet as they see fit.   
If you would like more information, please contact 
Karen Lessnau-Scott at dkglessnauscott@gmail.com. 

 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS  

BRING A FRIEND 

Itôs the beginning of a new school year. 
Time to consider new friends, teachers, 
and associates for membership. If we 
donôt grow, we become stagnant, and 
our organization suffers. Ask someone 
you know to joinégive them your 

elevator speechéask them to come to a meeting and 
bring a friendétell them the benefits of belonging to 
DKG. Remember, if people join with a friend, they 
tend to come to meetings and stay involved. In the 
meantime, we are working hard to build new 
resources for your use.  Two regularly updated 
resources include our State Facebook page and 
Instagram page. 
Any questions or concerns regarding membership: 
email DKGmimembership@gmail.com. 

Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha, Expansion/Membership Chair 

Meeting Idea!! 
Those Were the Days 
Guess the Member Photo 

Ask members to bring a photo of 
themselves as a child.  Collect the photos at 
the next meeting.  Ask for a volunteer who 
will put a poster together of the photos and 
number them.  At the following monthôs 
meeting the poster would be displayed.  At 
that meeting give each member a sheet of 

paper numbered with as many photos as there are. 
Members try to identify the person in each photo. 
Then give out the correct answers.  Quick, easy and 
lot of laughs, oohs and aahs to be had!  

Submitted by Carol Dean, Phi, Professional Affairs Chair. 

Wolverine Articles Wanted! 

Send in your chapter news by November 15, 2023 

to be included in the Wolverine Winter Edition.  If 

you send photos with your articles please include the 

NAME and CHAPTER of each person in the photo.   

The Editor will do her best to include your article, 

but know that sometimes space is limited and we 

canôt fit it all in.   

mailto:dkgmichiganprez@gmail.com
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Do Not Miss Out On Opportunities for 
Scholarships and Grants 
Are you working on a graduate degree, 
retraining, or seeking an additional 
endorsement on your teaching 
certificate?  Perhaps you should 
consider applying for a Delta Kappa 

Gamma Michigan Scholarship or an International 
award. 
The International Lucile Cornetet Award is 
granted to educators for the purpose of 
participating in professional seminars, workshops, 
and other nondegree programs that relate to an 
educatorôs professional aspirations.  The Cornetet 
Award is granted three times per year: February 
1st, May 1st, and September 1st.  This application 
is available online at the International website at 
dkg.org.  You can apply up to 6 months 
ahead.  Awards vary and will pay registration, 
travel, meals, etc. 
DKG Michigan offers scholarships for educators 
who are working on a graduate degree, retraining, 
or seeking an additional endorsement in 
education.  Scholarship applications need to be 
submitted by March 1st.  A plan of study and 
proof of acceptance at a college/university is 
required. 
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships 
for retraining or additional endorsements, and one 
$800 scholarship for graduate study may be 
awarded at the Spring Convention.  Information 
may be found on the DKG Michigan 
website:  dkgmichigan.org.  
The Scholarships/Grants Committee awarded 
International Conference Grants to Linda McLean 
(Beta Chi), Pam Olech (Alpha Theta), and Amy 
Wright (Gamma Alpha).  Deb Hill (Alpha Theta) 
received the Kathy Cashen Grant. Gabriella 
DiNatale-Park (Alpha Theta) and Debra Pajula
(Beta Sigma) received the Jane Goudreault 
Memorial Grant.  These members had their 
registration fees covered at the 2023 DKG 
International Convention in Detroit, Michigan. 
At the Spring Convention drawings are held.  
This year, Amy Wright (Gamma Alpha) and 
Debbi Fish (Alpha Omega) won the Kathy 
Cashen Grant 50/25/25 raffle.  Cheryl Stacer-
McVey(Sigma), Kathleen Muench(Phi), and Lynn 
Mason(Sigma) had their registration for State 
Convention paid by the Member-to-Member 
drawing. 

Submitted by Mary Oram, Gamma, State Scholarship Chair 

Officer Visitation Invitation For 
Your Chapter Or Council 

Please schedule a visit to your chapter or council 
meetings from our State President, Karen Lessnau-
Scott, or any other state officer.  Karen or other 
state officers are available to attend your meetings 
for sharing news, updating information and giving 

challenges for this biennium.   
You can find the Visitation Form on our DKG website 
www.dkgmichigan.org.  This will be forwarded to Shaila 
Jehle, Chapter Visitation Chair. 

Please let us hear from you this year!  Any questions contact 
fredandsha@comcast.net. 

              

Submitted by Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta, State Visitation Chair  

Use Your Voice at the International Level. 
Did you know that as a member of the 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, you have the ability to 
request changes to the International 
Constitution and Standing Rules, the 
State Bylaws and Standing Rules, and 
your chapter rules?  At the 

international level there are steps to achieve this.   
First one must decide if the proposed change is a new 
idea or a change in a current amendment, then one must 
know the purpose of the change and the justification for 
the change and have the contact information of who is 
submitting the proposal.  More information on how to 
submit changes to the International Constitution can be 
found on the international website at dkg.org, under the 
section titled blogs (it is in the green line with your 
name.)  Once the information has been gathered, one 
needs to find the form for submitting this proposal to 
International.  The form for changes can be found on the 
website and should be filled out and submitted online by 
October 1, 2023.  After this date the Constitution 
Committee, and other appropriate committees, will 
review the amendments submitted.  At this time the 
justification for the amendment is very important for the 
committees to understand the rationale for the change. 
After the review process, the proposed amendments will 
be published so all members can view them.  During the 
2024 Convention, in Maryland, they will be voted on by 
the membership. 
          Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu, State Parliamentarian 
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International Conference 
 

 

Forty-four women of DKG Michigan joined in the fun and educational opportunities at the  International 
Conference held in Detroit, Michigan on July 11th-16th at the Weston Hotel.  Many of the Michigan 
members participated in the conference by selling items to support our scholarship programs, attending 
sessions, presenting sessions on legislative affairs, the books they have written and the research they have 
completed.  Dr. Elena Ivanova, past-state president and Karen Lessnau-Scott, current state president, gave a 
brief welcome from the state of Michigan.  The conference was held in a central location in downtown 
Detroit, across the street from an inner-city garden and the two competing coney island restaurants.  We were 
only a block away from Campus Martius park where there is a ñbeachò in the city and only 4 blocks from the 
Detroit Riverfront.  On Friday night most of the members walked to the Vicenteôs Cuban Restaurant for a 
fun Michigan night and most members enjoyed the celebration on Saturday that included Dueling Pianos.   

Submitted by Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, Michigan State President 

Most of our Michigan Contingent.  Pictured Left to Right, front row - Kathleen Rodak(Beta Omicron), 
Kathy Muench(Phi), Maureen Corser(Mu) 
Seated - Dr. Helen Popovich, Olive Horning, Dr. Barbara Souveõ(Omega), Liz VanWestenburg(Gamma 
Gamma), Dorothy Colby(Mu) 
3rd Row - Gabriella DiNatale(Alpha Theta), Amy Wright(Gamma Alpha), Karen Lessnau-Scott(Alpha 
Theta, Shaila Jehle(Alpha Theta), Deb Pajula(Beta Sigma), Bernice Haglund(Beta Beta), Dr. Elena 
Ivanova(Beta Chi), Nancy Higgins(Zeta), Gloria Richards(Nu), Linda McLean(Beta Chi), Carol 
Trembath(Beta Chi) 
4th Row - Dr. Ranae Beyerlein(Alpha Mu), Mary Ann Charron(Beta Alpha), Julie Pease(Beta Alpha), 
Colleen Retherford(Epsilon), Judi Fisher(Gamma Alpha), Dr. Dorothy Sample(Mu), Cindy Deitz(Gamma 
Alpha), Jackie Smart(Gamma Alpha), J-Jay Pechta(Gamma), Dorothy Nagle(Zeta), Mary Oram
(Chapter), Anne Wade(Alpha Lambda), Ginny Cole(Alpha Theta), Lee Ann Stringer(Mu) 

Dorothy Nagle(Zeta), MSN, 
RN, NPD-SC and Nancy 
Higgins(Zeta), MSN, RN 
presented òHow to  Take 
Care of Yourself and Each 
Other.ó  

Nita Scott, DKG Interna-
tional Executive Director 
and Dr. Debbie LeBlanc, 
International President  
spoke on the status of 
the DKG organization. 

DKG Michigan sold items, including pins 
and stationary.  Barbara Souve(Omega), 
Dorothy Colby(Mu), J-Jay Pechta(Gamma), 
Mary Oram(Gamma), Lee Ann Stringer(Mu) 
and Julie Pease(Beta Alpha).  



 

 

 Summer/Fall 2023    The Wolverine   Page 7     

State News 
 

The New Executive Board was initiated at the State 
Convention.  Left to Right: Corresponding Secretary Amy 
Wright, Gamma Alpha; 1st Vice President Colleen 
Retherford, Epsilon; President Karen Lessnau Scott, 
Alpha Theta;  2nd Vice President Dr. Penny Larsen, Beta 
Omicron; Recording Secretary Julie Pease, Beta Alpha. 

. 

Thank you to members of the Alpha Zeta 
Chapter who helped host the State 
Convention.  Left to Right::  Leah Hamlin-
Morgan, Linda Hall, Barb Teller, Pat Eppley, 
Pam Naplin, Jan Haas, Cheryl Frank and 
Kathy Loewnthal. 

Carol Trembath 
A member of the Beta Chi chapter in Area A since 2008, Carol has been a teacher, librarian, 
and media specialist for over 30 years.  She earned a Masters Degree in Library and 
Information Science from Wayne State University and a Masters in Educational Technology 
from Michigan State University.  Carol is an author of the Water Walkers Series, which 
presents what Native people are doing to protect the Great Lakes, rivers, and waterways 
across the United States and Canada.  Carol's books have won the Eric Hoffer "eye of 
daVinci" award for their art work and a bronze medal in the category of multicultural at the 
Traverse City Moonbeam Awards.  Carol has also written a novel of 

Harriet Tubman ñOut of Slaveryò (2019) as well as ñFairies and the Global Tree to the 
Rescue:  A Tale of the Fairy Fluò (2020).   You may have participated in sessions Carol 
has presented at many state conferences and conventions over the years about her 
books.  Most recently, Carol was selected to be a NASA Solar System Ambassador.  
Today there are a total of 44 ambassadors in the state of Michigan and 1275 in the United 
States, involving a program reach of over 12 million people.  Carol was selected because 
her desire to make a difference in the lives of others is evident in all the work she has done 
and all she would like to do!  We are so proud of Carol for her amazing accomplishments! 

Is there a DKG Michigan member you would like to spotlight? 
Send in your nominations using the Google Member Spotlight form on our website or send info and a 
picture to dkgmichiganprez@gmail.com  

Submitted by State President Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta 

Members of Alpha Theta offer support to 
the new State President.  Ginny Cole(State 
Communications Chair), Pam Olech(State 
Necrology Chair), Karen Lessnau-Scott
(State President), Karen Bowen and Shaila 
Jehle(State Visitation Chair). 

mailto:dkgmichiganprez@gmail.com
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Alpha Xi Chapter Meets to Celebrate 
The March meeting of the 
Alpha Xi Chapter included 
four exchange students 
attending Alpena High 
School, representatives of 
United Way and the family 
of Beverly Attwell. 
Ion Miron (Moldova), 
Anton Bytner (Sweden), 
Nare Alumyan (Armenia) 
and Sava Todovic (Serbia)  
shared information about 
life in their home countries 
and their experiences since 

they arrived in Alpena to begin the school year.  
They presented their annual Friend of Education 
Award.  This year the United Way of Northeast 
Michigan was chosen as the recipient of this award.  
United Way has served the region with programs such 
as the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, which 
provides books to over 500 children in Alpena from 
birth to five years of age, Stuff the Bus, Christmas 
Wish List, Dial-a-Ride booklets and supplies to 
schools and many other programs supporting 
education in our community.  Joe Gentry, Steve 
Wright, Tanner and Claire Kostelic were present to 
receive this recognition. 
Alpha Xi hosted the family of our recently deceased 
member, Beverly Attwell, to visit with her many 
friends and view a Memorial Service.  Beverly was a 
teacher for many years and also was very involved in 
the Special Olympics program. 
Lisa Rhea was honored as the 2023 Chapter Woman 
of Distinction.  She was recognized for her dedication 
to the education profession as a special education 
teacher of English and Social Studies at Alpena High 
School and her service as an officer of Alpha Xi. 
Alpha Xi met on May 18th to celebrate its 66th 
Birthday.  
Mackenzie Linton was honored as the 2023 Grant-in-
Aide recipient, a $1,000 annual award, to help further 
her goal of becoming an educator.  Mackenzie is a 
student at Grand Valley University. 
Each year at our May meeting, pins are awarded 
signifying members years of membership.  Members 
present to receive their pins were Sylvia Dartt for her 
30 years of membership, Julie Kowalski for her 25 
years as a member and Holly Scott was presented 
with her 5 year pin. 

Submitted by Ann Hardesty, Alpha Xi 

Beta Sigma Honors Woman of Distinction 

Beta Sigma Chapter proudly 
honored Dr. Renee Richer as their 
Chapterôs Woman of Distinction 
for 2023.  Dr. Richer was 
presented with a framed 
certificate from the DKG 
Michigan State Organization, a 
DKG pin, a red rose, and the gift 
of a favorite personal photograph 
put onto a canvas.  She was also 

given a binder containing numerous personal written 
tributes and congratulatory letters from her family, 
friends, colleagues, co-workers and former students 
whose lives she has positively impacted.  Reneeôs 
tribute letters, which had literally come from all over 
the world, were shared and read aloud at the meeting 
by the members.  Her students acknowledge her as a 
motivational teacher who works hard to prepare them 
for their future goals by providing the necessary 
scientific knowledge in ways that captivate their 
attention.  Reneeôs family is of utmost importance to 
her, and they were present at the meeting, as well as 
instrumental in helping us to obtain tribute letters. 
 Renee Richer was inducted to Beta Sigma Chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma in 2015.  She is a member of the 
Professional Affairs and Legislation, Scholarship/
Grant committees, and has served as the Chapter 
Secretary.  She is truly a dedicated member and has 
delivered presentations to Beta Sigma sharing her 
research and diversified professional teaching 
experiences.  Dr. Richer presented on the topic of 
Globalization of Education in July at the DKG 
International Conference in Detroit.  Also in July,  she 
attended the Gordon Research Conference, an 
international forum on frontier scientific research, on 
the topic of Microbial Population Ecology. 
Renee Richer, PhD, is currently an Associate 
Professor and Associate Chair of Natural and Applied 
Sciences at Duke Kunshan University in China. Beta 
Sigma Chapter members congratulate Dr. Renee 
Richer on receiving this award and recognition as 
Woman of Distinction for 2023!  We are so proud of 
her accomplishments. 

 Submitted by Debra Pajula, Personal Growth & Services Committee & DKG 
Michigan State Organization Legislation Committee Co-chair 

Lisa Rhea is honored 

as the Alpha Xi 

Chapter Woman of 

Distinction. 
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 Chapter News 
 

Anniversary Pins  available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

 

NEW Diamond 
Shape 

Black background 
with Gold Inlay.  
A diamond gem 

for that special member. Can 
be awarded by the Chapter or 
State as a special award.   The 
pin reads:  International 
Society for  Key Women 

Educators. 

Underground Railroad Quilts Highlighted 
at Nu Chapter Meeting 

Quilts helped enslaved 
peoples navigate the 
Underground Railroad to 
escape to freedom. As 
these African-American 
people followed the path 
to freedom quilt squares 
helped communicate the 
direction and safety of 

this often treacherous route. 
Members of the  Nu Chapter learned about these 
specialty quilt communication squares at a meeting. 
Nu Chapter member Pam Strope quilted oversize 
squares to demonstrate the language of these ñcloth 
mapsò on the Underground Railroad.  
Strope based her knowledge on her studies of the 
Underground Railroad especially from the book, 
Hidden in Plain View by Jacqueline L. Tobin and 
Raymond G. Dobard  PhD.  The book is about the 
secret story of quilts and the Underground Railroad.  
Considered a scholarly detective story Stope 
discussed the quilts and how they were used to 
ñconceal and yet revealò a means of escape on the 
Underground Railroad.  
As the book authors stated, communicating secrets 
using ordinary objects is a part of African culture and 
was brought with enslaved peoples when they were 
brought to North America.  Messages could be passed 
along through objects like quilts that were so familiar 
they almost became invisible. 
These quilt squares were created to convey 
information about the journey along this 
Underground Railroad that was a major escape route 
from the south to the free states and Canada.  This 
means of escape was used particularly during the 
1800s which was the peak use of enslaved people.  

 
Submitted by Linda Kolmodin, Nu 

Alpha Kappa Chapter  
Hosts Kenowa Council 

The Alpha Kappa 
Chapter of Muskegon 
hosted representative 
members from all of 
the Kenowa Council 
chapters this Spring.  
Pictured here are 

group members on the deck of the LST 393, which 
has been permanently anchored in Muskegon Lake.  
The women toured the ship which is totally run by 
volunteers.  We learned how the ship landed at D-
Day, and viewed the extensive onboard museum.  
Everyone was amazed at how thorough the tour was 
and how much they learned.   Afterward, we gathered 
at the Muskegon Country Club for a delicious lunch.  
All in all, we shared wonderful new ideas and did a 
lot of laughing together! 

Submitted by Deanna Hayes, Alpha Kappa 

Beta Epsilon Dedicates a Sensory Path  
In September 2022,  we 
gathered at Carlson 
Elementary in Warren to 
dedicate a plaque near a 
Sensory Path in honor of Lola 
Mukogawa.  
Our chapter awarded this grant 

to Carlson Elementary, one of the schools in which 
Lola taught.  The Sensory Path is a research based 
way to help students regulate emotions and behaviors 
through movement, allowing students to return to the 
classroom.   
Lola was an active member of Beta Epsilon for 46 
years and taught in the Van Dyke district for 40 years.  
Lola demonstrated a commitment to teaching, to her 
chapter, her community, her church and in every 
aspect of her life.  

Submitted by Mary Wackrow, Beta Epsilon 



 

State Fall Conference ï Midland 

Do Not Miss Pre-Conference Session 
Friday, September 29, 2023 

6:15 P.M. to 7:15 P.M. 
 

Women in Space, Women in Action!  Presented by 
Carol Trembath, Beta Chi  ñCome Fly with Meò and 

take a tour of women who broke the 
stratospheric ceiling by being the first in 
space.  For almost 50 years the story of 
the Mercury 13 women astronauts was 
kept quiet.  Although they matched and 

sometimes surpassed their male counterparts in 
performance, these early trainees were denied the 
opportunity to ever head out to the launch pad.  For 
those women who made it out in space - namely 
Valentina Tereshkova, Svetlana Savitskaya, Sally 
Ride, Eileen Collins, Judith Resnick, and more - they 
forged a path for many female astronauts, cosmonauts, 
and mission specialists to follow.  Hear their stories 
and their gravity-breaking adventures!  So fasten your 
seat belts and be ready for a thrilling ride.  1 SCECH 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
Michigan State Fall Conference Schedule 

September 29-30, 2023 

The H Hotel 

Midland, Michigan 
 

Friday, September 29, 2023 

 3:30 PM -  7:30 PM Registration (Closed during Executive  
   Board  Meeting) 
 5:00 PM -  6:30 PM Buffet Dinner (Pre-register) 

 6:15 PM -  7:15 PM Pre-Conference Seminar (1* SCECH) 
 7:15 PM -  7:30 PM New Bees & Rose Buddies Meeting 
 7:30 PM -  9:30 PM  Executive Board Meeting/All Members 
     Welcome to Attend 
 9:30 PM -11:00 PM Conversation and Camaraderie 

 

Saturday, September 30, 2023 

  6:30 AM -  7:30 AM Aqua Fitness Fun 
  7:15 AM -  8:15 AM Breakfast (Pre-register) 
  7:30 AM -12:30 PM Registration 
  8:15 AM -  8:30 AM General Membership Announcements 
  9:30 AM -  1:00 PM Funding Our Purposes  
   Chapter Sales 
  8:30 AM -  9:30 AM Keynote Speaker 
  9:45 AM -10:45 AM First Workshop Sessions 
 10:55 AM-11:55 AM Second Workshop Sessions 
 12:00 PM -  1:00 PM Third Workshop Sessions 
  1:15 PM -   2:00 PM Luncheon  
  2:00 PM  -   2:45 PM Reflection 
    Teacher of the Year Recognition  

   Funding our Purposes Raffle Drawing 
   Announcements 
   Evaluations 
   The Delta Kappa Gamma Song 

DKG Michigan State Fall Conference 
Chapter/Committee Sales Application 
Saturday, September 30, 2023 at  

The H Hotel 
Midland, Michigan 

Chapter/Committee:________________________ 

Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all 

supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table 

Person(s) in charge____________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________ 

Cost per table $15.  Make checks payable to Delta 
Kappa Gamma - Return by September 10, 2023 to: 

Nancy Higgins, 11305 Island Lake Road 
Dexter, MI 48130, nhigs@aol.com 

Saturday Morning  
Keynote Speaker 

Donôt miss our own DKG member, Jeanine 
DeLay of Alpha Rho as the Keynote Speaker 
on Saturday morning.  She was a recipient of 
the State Woman of Distinction Award at the 
Spring Convention in Port Huron. 

Jeanine has been an educator for almost 50 years.  She 
taught and lectured in the humanities to students of all 
ages, from middle schoolers to college undergraduates. 
Throughout her years as an educator, she has always 
returned to her first passion: ethics.  In 1979 she 
returned to her hometown of Ann Arbor and began her 
advocacy for ethics and philosophy education.  Come 
and join us Saturday morning to learn about the 
amazing programs she has helped create and sustain in 
Ann Arbor Schools.              1 SCECH 

 

ATTENTION!  
First Time Attendees and SCECHs!!   
The registration fee ($65.00) will not be charged to 
any first time member attending the 2023 Fall 
Conference in Midland as their first State 

conference.  
If you are completing SCECHs at the conference, that fee
($15.00) has been waived! 
Leave the appropriate line(s) blank on the registration form, 
or, if you have already paid the registration fee, it will be 
refunded to you at the conference. 
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State Fall Conference Sessions ï Midland 

Tentative Sessions 

6:15 PM ï 7:15 PM 

Women in Space, Women of 
Action Carol Trembath, Beta Chi 

ñCome Fly with Meò 
and take a tour of 
women who broke the 
stratospheric ceiling 
by being the first in 
space.  Hear the 

stories of significant women 
astronauts and cosmonauts and 
their gravity-breaking adventures!  
Fasten your seat belts and be ready 
for a thrilling ride. 

1 SCECH 

 

Aqua Fitness: Alice Chrenko, 
Gamma Gamma Chapter  Come 

join Alice for a fun 
morning aqua fit 
class.  This is 
guaranteed to 

energize and invigorate you.  You 
will do a combination of easy water 
aerobics and strengthening 
exercises for 55 minutes.  You may 
work at your own comfort level 
and engage in a variety of low 
impact movements from low to 
high intensity.  Please wear your 
swimsuit OR swim shorts and top.  
No other equipment is needed as 
some flotation equipment and other 
exercise equipment might be 
available for you. Itôs time to be a 
healthier YOU!  See you at the 
pool!  1 SCECH 
 
 
 
 

Keynote Speaker 
8:30 AM - 9:30 AM 

 
Ethics Bowl, Jeanine DeLay, 
Alpha Rho.  This keynote will be 

an introduction to the 
Michigan High School 
Ethics Bowl. The Ethics 
Bowl is an academic 
extracurricular initiative 

launched nationwide 11 years ago. 
and has impacted approximately 
1,100 Michigan high schoolers 
from 7 counties across SE 
Michigan since 2014.  The Bowl is 
a judged competition in which 
student teams present and think 
through timely real-life ethical 
issues.   1 SCECH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1  9:45AM - 10:45AM 

 
Template for DKG Awareness 
Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha & 
Colleen Retherford, Epsilon 

We are seeking feedback 
regarding the  creation of 
scripts for members to use 
when presenting/promoting 
DKG to various groups and 
organizations. Some work 
will have been completed on 

this project before the session, but 
your input is essential for the most 
useful tools to be created.  
 
Legislation Advocacy, Lynn 
Mason, Sigma and Deb Pajula, 

Beta Sigma, The 
Legislation Committee 
presentation for the fall 
conference will focus on 

"Legislation Advocacy and YOU.ò 
We will continue sharing ideas and 
will put "hands on" activities 
before the attendees.  How to 

successfully advocate, sharing 
detailed resources, and discussing 
"ever changing" legislative issues 
of the day are our main goals.  We 
hope to see you there!  1 SCECH 
 

Session 2  10:55 AM - 11:55 AM 
 
Using Social Media to Promote 
DKG, Karen Lessnau-Scott, 
Alpha Theta Have you wondered 

how you can get the 
word out about the 
wonderful things your 

chapter is doing?  Try using Social 
Media!  Karen will share tips & 
tricks she has learned in her 
journey of marketing DKG on 
platforms such as Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.  Karen will 
show how you can submit 
information using google forms or 
email so that DKG Michigan can 
help you put your message out 
there.  Bring electronic devices if 
you want some help on site! 
 

Google Communication Tools, 
Amy Wright, Gamma Alpha 

Join a demonstration of 
free & easy tools to help 
you manage your chapter 
business: share files with 

your committees using Google 
Drive; create surveys & see results 
with Google Forms; send emails 
from your executive board from a 
central, shared Gmail account; set 
up & maintain group email rosters 
using Google Contacts; access all 
of your bookmarks for these tools 
and your favorite websites from a 
phone, tablet, or computer using 
your Google account.  Workshop 
resources include a collection of 
tutorial videos and the option of a 
scheduled, personal follow-up 
support session via Zoom.               
1 SCECH 
 
 

September 29, 2023 
Friday Night  

Pre-Conference Session 

September 30, 2023 
Saturday General 
Conference Sessions 

 

September 30, 2023 
Saturday Conference Session 
6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.  
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State Fall Conference Sessions ï Midland 

 Diamond Painting, Kristen 
Milling, Beta Beta.   What is 

diamond painting? 
First patented in 
2010, diamond 
painting originated in 
China. Itôs often 

described as being a mix of cross 
stitch and paint by numberðexcept 
you use resin beads (known as 
drills) instead of thread on a sticky 
canvas.  Try your hand by making a 
Halloween-themed keychain.  
Printed directions and assistance, as 
well as, all kit materials will be 
provided. You can choose one of 
four design options.  The keychains 
are small enough to complete in a 
session (or you can take home what 
you need to finish it if you need 
more time). A $3 donation will 
cover all the costs associated with a 
single keychain.  Limited to 28 
participants.  1 SCECH 
 
Session 3  12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

 
 
Congratulations!  You Survived 
Your First Biennium!  Members 
of the Strategic Planning 
Committee.  You have just 

completed the first 
year of your 
biennium. Now you 

really have questions!  Chapter 
Presidents, Program Chairs, and 
members who are interested in 
revitalizing and stimulating your 
chapter meetings are encouraged to 
attend. This round-table session 
will allow participants to discuss 
concerns, frustrations, and 
accomplishments. There will be an 
ñIdea Swapò to help your chapter 
come up with exciting, innovative, 
and informative chapter 
meetings.  Learn how to have 
chapter meetings that will help 

your members earn SCECH credits 
in the future. Come to this session 
with questions and some of your 
successful programs and Service 
Project ideas. The Strategic 
Planning Committee, which is 
comprised of past state presidents, 
will lead this session.  Members of 
the Strategic Planning Committee 
are: Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha 
Chair, Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha 
Mu, Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu, Dr. 
Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, and Liz 
VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma. 
 

Social Emotional Learning.              
Nanette Hanson, 2022-2023 
Michigan Teacher of the Year.  

Nanette Hanson, will 
take us through how to 
provide students with 
the social and 
emotional tools they 

need to be successful in school and 
beyond, and why investing time in 
relationship building is essential for 
good classroom management.   
Participants will leave with 
effective strategies and structured 
routine ideas that they can easily 
implement in their classrooms with 
success. 1 SCECH  

 
Midday Motivation Yoga 
Practice, Julie Pierce, Midland 
Council on Aging.  Spend an hour 

with Julie Pierce, 
MSPT, RYT200, to 
experience the benefits 
of a gentle yoga 
practice, safe for most 

everyBODY.  The session will 
include active participation in 
exercise that links movement with 
breath, as well as, relaxation 
through guided meditation.  A chair 
and a body are all that you will 
need!  (Chairs will be used for 
sitting, as well as standing 

support.  No mats will be required).  
Yoga poses and sequences will be 
instructed to increase flexibility, 
muscle strength and endurance, and 
balance.  Expect to feel refreshed, 
relaxed, and motivated!  
Modifications will be offered.  No 
prior yoga experience is required.  
Please wear comfortable, non-
restrictive, non-revealing clothing.  
Contact the instructor for more 
details, or to share with her any 
physical restrictions that concern 
you so that she will be prepared to 
offer you modifications (email 
julieannpierce69@gmail.com) 

1 SCECH 

Professional Affairs Committee 

Looking for Presiders for DKG Fall 
Conference 

I am looking 
forward to 
seeing many 
DKG members 
at the state Fall 
Conference in 
Midland..  The 
state program 
committee has 
planned an 
interesting group 
of sessions that 
should appeal to 
everyone.  My 
committee, 

Professional Affairs, has the 
responsibility to find presiders/
scribes for each session.  The 
responsibilities of the presider are: to 
make sure the session starts and ends 
on time, introduce the speaker, stamp 
any SCECH forms, if the session 
qualifies, and write a short summary 
of the session.  If you would like to 
assist with any particular session, 
please contact me. 
  I look forward to hearing from 
many of you! 
**NOTE SCECH stands for  State 
Certified Educational Clock Hours 
   Carol Dean, Phi, carolmdean@charter.net 
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Chapter Presidents and  

Membership Chairs send in Form 6 

It is very important that the chapters send  Form 6 
immediately following the death of a chapter member.  
No information can be shared in  The Wolverine until 
this form is received. 
There are many members whose 
deaths are observed in chapter 
newsletters but the editor cannot 
list them in The Wolverine until 
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to: 
 

Pamela Olech  (Alpha Theta) 

2339 Prado Vista Lane 

Howell, MI  48843-6820 

polech1950@fmail.com 

In Honor  

of 

or in Remembrance  

of our beloved chapter and state 
Society members, chapters and 
individual members can give 
memorials and gifts to the following 
Michigan State Funds: 

§ Kathy Cashen NE Regional Fund 
§ Katherine Keeling Professional 
Development Fund 
§ Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund  
§ Betsey Cooper Leadership Development 
Fund 
§ Presidentôs International Convention Fund 
§ International Educational Foundation 
§ Member Supporting Member Fund 

 
Alpha Omega Chapter Contributed Funds 

 To Member Supporting Member 
*Contributions should be sent to State Treasurer, (see 

contact information on page 2) 

State Necrology 

Chair 2023-2025 

Membership 

   A Special Welcome  
    to Michigan State Inductees 

Gamma 

Katherine E. R. Griffiths 

Tara Scott 

Mu 

**Kimberly Leverette 

Nu 

**Betty Cole 

**Lucinda Geyer 

**Linda Kolmodin 

**Gwendolyn Tabb 

Phi 

Catherine Radu 

**Lavonia Seidel 

Carol Thorsen 

Omega 

**Kyra Hickey-Hilton 

Alpha Theta 

Sharon C. Astle 

Carol A. Elliott 

Caroline Grabowski 

Monica M. Hacker 

Alpha Xi 

Melissa A. LaCombe 

Katie Rondeau-Thomsen 

Alpha Rho 

Susan A. Starr 

Leslie Walter Kellman 

Margaret Rowry 

Beta Kappa 

**Ann Breitenwischer 

**Christine Conley-

Sowels 

**Sandra Cook 

 

 

Beta Lambda 

Janice Woodard 

Betty B. Dutko 

Terry A. Filkins 

Cathy L. Orr 

Beta Omicron 

Lucy A. Evans 

Riley R. Feenstra 

Mary K. Raper 

Beta Tau 

Pamela R. Bays 

Beta Chi 

Sara Leshoh 

Heidi McComas 

Beta Omega 

**Sue L. Schmidt 

Gamma Alpha 

Karen Mosca 
 

*Honorary 

**Reinstated 



 

Dr. Sally Narhi, Michigan State Organization 
Sally was initiated in 1984.  She 
graduated from Baraga High School, 
then earned her PhD in Education at 
Michigan State University.  She began 
teaching in Portland, Michigan, 
followed by the principalship at Baraga 
High School then LôAnse High School 

from which she retired in 1998.   
Sally was a member of the Alston Apostolic 
Lutheran Church, Michigan 4-H, International 
Farm Youth Exchange(IFYE), Phi Delta Kappa, 
Finland Society, Red Hats, Farm Bureau and a life 
member of the VFW Auxiliary.  Sally was an IFYE 
to Taiwan and her family hosted IFYEs from 
Norway, Taiwan and Finland as well as a student 
from Japan.  She served on several IFYE national 
conference planning committees and participated in 
both World and U.S. conferences.  Sally was active 
in the Pelkie Historical School, the Hanka 
Homestead Museum, her church and Baraga 
County 4-H. 
July 16, 1949 - June 3, 2022 

  

Helen G. Coles, Zeta 
Helen was initiated into the Alpha 
Chapter in 1994 and later joined Zeta.  
She supported the annual Alpha/Zeta 
Holiday Brunch and the Metro Council 
Luncheon every year.  She generously 
supported the Alpha Chapterôs Telepathy 
Tea and the Effie Downer Scholarship at 
Wayne State University.  She always 

contributed to Zetaôs chapter project and Alpha 
Chapterôs Friends of Maradi in Africa.   
Helen graduated from Wayne State University with a 
Bachelor of Science on Occupational Therapy and 
received her National Certification from the American 
Occupational Therapy Association.  She also received 
her Master of Arts degree in Vocational Rehabilitation 
Counseling.  She worked for Detroit Public Schools for 
more than 20 years as an Occupational Therapist and 
Transition Coordinator supervising student interns in the 
OT field.  Helen and her co-workers developed the My 
Child and I program, to teach parenting skills to students 
who had become parents.  Helen was also an Arts and 
Craft Instructor for the City of Detroit Senior 
Programming where she taught seniors how to sew, knit 
and crochet. 
She was active in the Tabernacle Missionary Baptist 
Church for 70 years and she served on the church 
newspaper committee, Sunday School and youth groups.   
August 23, 1931 - February 11, 2023 

White Roses in Memoriam 

Janet Davidson, Beta Xi 
Janet was initiated in 1988.  She served 
as Chair of the Chapter Annual 
Christmas Scholarship Auction, First 
Vice President, Second Vice President, 
Personal Growth and Services Chair, 
Professional Affairs Chair and Salad 
Supper Chair.  She received 2 Woman 

of Distinction Awards from Beta Xi and she 
attended State and International Conventions.   
Janet attended Potsdam State Teachers College 
where she joined the Crane School of Music and 
sang at Carnegie Hall.  Her first job was in 
Rochester, New York, followed by teaching in 
Grosse Pointe at Ferry Elementary School and later 
Trombly Elementary.  She worked for Grosse 
Pointe for 20 years.  She was involved in Alpha 
Delta Kappa Teachers Sorority, East Side 
Republican Club and Women of Wayne Fine Arts 
Club.  She sang in the choir at Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Church, Grosse Pointe Theater and Grosse 
Pointe Senior Citizens Club.   
October 20, 1931 - September 2, 2022 

Norma Acciatti, Alpha Phi 
Norma was a charter member of Alpha 
Phi and was initiated in 1960.  She 
served as Recording Secretary and on 
many committees.  She was a member 
of DKG for sixty three years and in 
2022 transferred to Omega Chapter. 
After earning her teaching certificate 

from Wayne State University she spent her entire 
teaching career in East Detroit Public Schools where 
she was recognized as an outstanding teacher, respected 
by her colleagues and loved by her students.   
Norma was active in her church, St. John Fisher Chapel 
and in the community.  Until two years ago she 
facilitated Italian Language classes for the Older 
Persons Commission in Rochester.  When she retired 
she joined the retiree chapter of the EDFT. 
October 27, 1925 - January 19, 2023 

Membership 
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Membership 

Carol Van Loo, Sigma 
Carol was initiated in 1979.  She served 
on many committees, and was also the 
parliamentarian and chapter president.  
She attended Kenowa Council and State 
Conventions.  Carol was a talented 
musician and led the chapter in singing 
the Societyôs song. 

Carol graduated from Standish High School and 
earned her masterôs degree from Central Michigan 
University in elementary education.  She taught 4th 
grade for Belding Area Schools for 40 years.   
She was a member of the First United Methodist 
Church in Greenville.  She loved to read, enjoyed 
music and loved family time. 
June 21, 1939 - February 11, 2023 

Dora DeMaso, Beta Alpha 
Dora was initiated in 1963 and served 
as the chapter president.   
She graduated from Battle Creek 
Central High School and entered the 
University of Michigan.  She was 
awarded a scholarship to the University 
of Mexico.  Dora graduated with a  
Bachelor of Arts in Spanish and 

received her Masterôs Degree in Education at 
Western Michigan University.   
Dora began teaching with the Department of Defense 
Schools in Germany and later taught in Venezuela.  
She then joined the Battle Creek Public Schools 
teaching Spanish to fifth and sixth graders in sixteen 
elementary and four junior high schools.  She 
developed the Spanish language and culture 
curriculum for each level and provided her students 
with first ever authentic meal experiences at Emilioôs 
Cocina Mexicana in Battle Creek.  She retired after 
teaching at Fremont Elementary School. 
Dora received The George Award and the Maria 
Montessori Award.  She served as president of the 
University of Michigan Womenôs Group, the Battle 
Creek Chapter of AARP and she volunteered at state 
offices in Lansing.  She taught Spanish to the local 
ILR program, was active in the CAA, AAUW, 
Foster Grandparents Committee, MARSP for 
Calhoun County, Beta Alpha Epsilon Sorority, 
Sigma Delta Pi Spanish Honors Society and a 
founder of St. Josephôs Catholic Church.  Dora and 
her sister, Delia, operated Friendship Centers in 3 
locations.  They created endowments to the Battle 
Creek Community Foundation establishing the Delia 
M. and Dora D. DeMaso International Fellowship 
and Travel Scholarship for Teachers, Western 
Michigan University, encouraging the pursuit of 
teaching careers and the Battle Creek Area Catholic 
Schools Foundation for tuition support. 
July 19, 1929 - March 2, 2023 

Mary Hart, Alpha Xi 
Mary was initiated in 1975 and she served 
on various music committees within the 
chapter and hosted meetings. 
She graduated from Drake University in 
Iowa with a Bachelor of Arts in music 
education.  She later pursued graduate 

study at University of Iowa with a focus on music 
education.   
She taught for 4 years in Iowa before moving to 
Alpena where she taught music in Alpena Public 
Schools for 20 years.  She worked with her friend, Jan 
Best, to adapt the internationally recognized Kodaly 
music education curriculum for use in the Alpena 
Public Schools. 
Mary was an active member and organist of First 
United Methodist Church for over 60 years.  She was 
an active member of American Association of 
University Women.  As a pianist she accompanied 
many of Alpenaôs musical organizations, including 
the Rotary Club, Alpena Civic Theater, Thunder Bay 
Theater and Thunder Bay Arts Community Chorus. 
October 22, 1928 - February 18, 2023 

Dr. Mary Galer, Alpha Tau 
Mary was initiated in 1960 and was an active member of the State Organization and her chapter.  
She was State Chairperson of Scholarships, Second Vice President and Chair of the 
Communications committee.  In her chapter she held several jobs including all the executive 
positions and several committees. 
She began her teaching career at Parkerville School in Bruce Township, Michigan.  She taught 

mostly 4th Grade and retired as principal of Pickford Elementary School after a 41 year career.  Mary was the 
P.T.A. treasurer, led curriculum studies, developed a reading program, and directed school musicals and 
choirs.  She was active in her church and community. 
April 5, 1929 - March 2, 2023 
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Chloe J. DePew, Mu 
Chloe was initiated in 1991.  Chloe was 
honored by her chapter with the Lifetime 
Service Award in 2017.   
Chloe earned her A.B. degree at Flint 
University of Michigan and her M.A, at 
U.of M., Ann Arbor.  She earned 30-plus 
hours at U of M, Michigan State 
University, and Eastern Michigan 

University.  Her majors were science and social 
studies.   
Chloe taught in the Flint School System at Whittier as 
a Science teacher for 30 years. She taught science, 
math, social studies, home economics and STEM.  
She was a teacher well before her time in her thoughts 
and teaching techniques.  
Chloe served on the Service Committee. She assisted 
members in the creation and distribution of "I Care 
Kits" to the ladies at the YWCA Women's Center.  
She was active in the distribution of coats and 
luggage to the needy.  She assisted in Mu's dating 
violence and bullying projects.  
Chloe was very passionate about helping others 
especially members in HOSPICE.  She organized 
volunteers to help take service animals to visit the 
patients as well as reading to them.  
April 6, 1937 ï March 5, 2023 

June Faulkner, Sigma 
June was initiated in 1958.  She was an 
active member for 64 years until she was 
100 years old.  She served as chapter 
president at one time, and she was on 
many committees. 

June attended Central High School in Grand Rapids 
and would later attend Ionia Public Schools, 
graduating in 1937 at the age of 16.  She worked in a 
doctorôs home in Ann Arbor.  June attended Osceola 
County Normal and later Michigan State University 
and Ferris State University until receiving her 
bachelorôs degree from Central Michigan University.  
She would further her education later receiving her 
masterôs degree from Michigan State University.  
June taught in several rural area schools in Ionia 
County until joining the staff at Saranac in 1968 
where she taught 3rd grade.  June joined the 
Lakewood Public Schools in 1976 working there for 
25 years. 
July 26, 1920 ï March 11, 2023 

 Patrica Peterson, Beta Alpha 
Patricia was initiated in 1990 and 
served as president, yearbook editor 
and helped with the calling tree. 
She graduated from Battle Creek 
Central High School and received 
both her Bachelorôs and Masterôs 
degrees from MSU. 
Patricia was a 3rd grade teacher for 

Battle Creek Lakeview Public Schools.  She became 
principal for Prairieview Elementary.  She led 
educators on a professional development school 
study and research on Mackinac Island to improve 
education at Prairieview, which is in a low income 
area and serves many transient and at risk students.  
She was loved by students and staff. 
September 14, 1941 - March 24, 2023 

Peggy Merillat, Gamma 
Peggy was initiated in 2002 and was a 
dedicated member of Gamma.  She 
served on committees and was willing 
to help other members with projects.   
Peggy earned her Bachelorôs Degree in 
Elementary Education from Fort 
Wayne Bible College.  She taught at 
Traverse City Christian and Waldron 

Elementary Schools.  She also helped develop a 
program called DC Kids where 5th and 6th graders 
could travel to Washington DC and all over Michigan 
to learn about government and Michigan history. 
Peggy was a member of the Pioneer Church of the 
Nazarene.  She enjoyed performing and listening to 
Christian music and she played her alto saxophone 
throughout her life.   
May 13, 1947 - March 29, 2023 

Mary Judith Feuerstein-Laux, Sigma 
Judy was initiated in 1980.  She was an 
active member and served as chapter 
president.  She presented several programs 
to her chapter.   
Judy graduated from Aquinas College and 

held masters degrees from University of Detroit 
Mercy and Grand Valley State University. 
Judy started teaching in Oakfield Township, followed 
by several schools in the Belding area, then served as 
principal at Hallpark Elementary.  She retired in 
1995.  Judy had a huge impact on the children in the 
Belding area. 
July 22, 1934 - May 10, 2023  
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Membership 

Mary Ann Voss, Epsilon 
Mary Ann was initiated in 1971.  She served as president, 1st Vice President, Music Chair and 
Program Chair.  She received the Chapter Woman of Distinction Award in 1994.  She also 
received the Rose of Honor and the Sword of Honor (Sigma Alpha Iota). 
Mary Ann earned her Bachelor of Music Education at Drake University followed by a masters 
in music at Northwestern University. 
She began teaching in Corwith, Iowa and later Kalamazoo Public Schools.  She volunteered 

with the Ready to Read program.  She took a sabbatical one year to volunteer teach in Amarillo, Texas to 
serve in underprivileged areas. 
She was a longtime member of St. Augustine Cathedral.  She donated her time playing organ at church, sang 
in the choir and played for the Kalamazoo Symphony.  She was also a member of Sigma Alpha Iota. 
August 9, 1933 - April 23, 2023 

Judith Avittis, Phi 
Judith was initiated in 1960.  She served as president and on the research/legislative affairs and 
membership committees. 
Judith earned her Bachelors at Albion College followed by an MA in Art Education from 
University of Michigan. 
She began teaching in Wayne Public Schools, then Flint Community Schools.  She became the 
Art Consultant for 50 schools.  Following retirement in 1987 she taught Art History at Baker 
College. 

She was President of the Michigan Art Educators Association and the National Art Educators Association.  
She was involved with the Daughters of the American Revolution-Job Winslow chapter, Zeta Tau Alpha and 
Williamsburg United Methodist Church.  She was published in Art Education publications, wrote art 
curriculum for Flint Schools and Michigan Department of Education and was named National Arts Educator 
of the Year. 
August 30, 1933 - June 17, 2023 

Olivine Andrews, Alpha Tau 
Olivine was initiated in 1970.  She served as Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and 
Communications Chair.  She was a faithful member for 53 years. 
She earned her Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees in Education from Northern Michigan 
University while working as a farm wife and raising 4 children.  She worked in the Sault Area 
Schools teaching Grades one through four and transition classes.  She became the Title VI 
teacher in charge of aides who tutored the perceptually handicapped.  She also worked as a Title 

VI teacher supervising test referrals. 
She was a member of the Sault Education Association, secretary of the local Farm Bureau and bookkeeper for 
the Andrews Beef Farm. 
November 16, 1933 - June 23, 2023 

Katherine Mullaney, Beta Xi 
Katherine was initiated in 1970 and served as chapter president twice, chapter historian, 
parliamentarian and professional services chair.  She attended many state conferences and 
international conventions. 
Katherine graduated from University of Michigan and earned her Masters from Wayne State 
University. 

Kay began her teaching career at a Military Base in Germany followed by teaching 6th graders at Trombley 
Elementary School in Grosse Pointe.  She completed her career of 35 years at Pierce Middle School.   
She traveled extensively around the world, earning credits in History and Social Studies.  Kay was also a 
member of the AAUW, Grosse Pointe Democratic Club, Phi Beta Kappa and MEA/NEAA.   
September 8, 1935 - February 29, 2020 



 

 State Convention Awards 
 

     Summer/Fall  2023  The Wolverine   Page 19   

 
Michigan State DKG 2022-2023  

Longevity Awards 
This year we honored two distinguished women for their longevity in 
Michigan State DKG.  Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu has been a member for 45 
years and Sharleen Gonzalez, Mu has been a member for 50 years.  We 
applaud our longtime members with a longevity award certificate.  The state 
sends certificates to chapters for members with 50, 55, or 60 plus years. 
Chapters provide anniversary pins for their members if they choose. 

 

Submitted by Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha, Expansion Membership Chair 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 
2023 

   
Alpha Omega 
Jacqueline  
Richardson 

 
Beta Rho 
Beth Goda 

 

 

Gamma Eta 
Nancy Hopp 

 

Gamma  

JoAnne Miller 

 

Alpha  Zeta  
Susan Amato 

 

Beta Alpha 
Julie Pease 

 

Beta Rho 
Sheryl Zorn 

 

 

Gamma Eta 
Sally Eustice 

 

Mu 
Kat Lage 

 

 Alpha Theta 
Pam Olech 

 

Beta Kappa 
Elizabeth Stolarek 

 

Beta Sigma 
Dr. Renee Richer 

 

 

 

Phi 
Tiffany Sutter 

 

Alpha Xi 
Lisa Rhea 

 

Beta Lambda 
Cindy Mitchell 

 

 

Beta Chi 
Tina Entwistle 

 

 

 

 
Alpha Alpha 
Kathy Bennett 

 
Alpha Rho 
Patricia  
Zeichman 

 

Beta Lambda 

Ruth Stover-Lange 

 
Gamma Alpha 
Sarah Elsesser 

 

Personal Growth and Services  
Committee Presents  

Chapter Woman of Distinction 
Awards 

Cathy Ayers,  Mu, Chair 

Chapter Women of Distinction honored at 

the State Convention in May.  Pam Olech, 

Alpha Theta; Julie Pease, Beta Alpha;  

Jacquie Richardson, Alpha Omega and 

Sue Amato, Alpha Zeta 

Dr. Sharleen 

Gonzalez, 

Mu 

Dr. Dorothy 

Sample, Mu 
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State Convention Awards 

2022-2023  

Michigan State Award of the Rose 
The Award of the Rose recognizes chapter 
achievement and excellence.  It encourages chapters 
to participate in state activities and to meet state 
deadlines and goals.  Chapter Presidents were asked 
to apply for recognition by March 15th. 

This year there are 20 chapters honored with the 
Award of the Rose. 

 

 Epsilon Alpha Zeta Beta Lambda 
 Mu Alpha Xi Beta Rho 
 Omicron Alpha Theta Beta Sigma 
 Sigma Alpha Tau Gamma 
 Phi Alpha Omega Gamma Alpha 

 Alpha Alpha  Beta Alpha Gamma Gamma 
   Gamma Theta 
                        Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, State President, 2021-2023 

2022-2023 Michigan State  
Presidentôs Awards 

The Presidentôs Award is given to those chapters that 
achieve specific goals during the past year.  Chapter 
Presidents were asked to complete the application and 
send it by April 1.  This year there are 19 chapters 
earning this award by increasing their membership, 
inviting a State leader to speak, running a program on 
wellness and/or supporting local teachers.  The 
chapters receiving the Presidentôs Award are: 

Chapter  Chapter President 

Gamma  Kathryn Drake 
Epsilon  Colleen Retherford 
Mu    Johnnetta J.C. Ricks 
Omicron  Dr. Gedy Love 
Sigma   Laura Ruggles 
Alpha Alpha  Joanna Coselman 
Alpha Zeta  Pamela Naplin 
Alpha Theta  Karen Bowen 
Alpha Kappa  Deanna Hayes 
Alpha Xi  Julie Kowalski 
Alpha Tau  Pamela Stanaway 
Alpha Omega  Jacquie Richardson 
Beta Alpha  Toni Behrendt 
Beta Lambda  Nancy Birkenhauer 
Beta Rho  Margaret Meehan 
Beta Sigma  Katherine Murwin 
Gamma Alpha  Jackie Smart, Judi Fisher 
Gamma Gamma Alice Chrenko 
Gamma Theta  Gari Voss 

 

Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, Michigan State President, 2021-2023 

  Pins available for honoring: 

  Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
  Red letters are on a gold background.  
  The dark areas are raised gold. 
 

  Available at State meetings or via mail with 
  small shipping charge.  Contact J-Jay Pechta. 

  jpechta.dkg@comcast.net  

2022-2023 Yearbook Awards 

This year the yearbook committee greatly enjoyed 
learning more about the activities of 14 Michigan 
chapters.  The chapter yearbook was started as a way 
to share Society, state organization, chapter and 
coordinating council information with members.  As 
times change, it has grown to include chapter 
history, programs, special events, member contact 
information, photographs and is a way for chapter 
members to stay connected.   
I would like to thank each of the 14 editors for all of 
their time, hard work and dedication in compiling 
their chapter yearbooks. 
      Chapter                 Name Award 

   Epsilon   Exemplary 
   Mu    Exemplary    
   Upsilon    Exemplary    
   Phi     Exemplary     
   Alpha Zeta  Exemplary     
   Alpha Rho   Exemplary    
   Alpha Tau  Exemplary 
   Alpha Omega      Exemplary 
   Beta Alpha              Exemplary  
   Beta Lambda          Exemplary 
   Beta Sigma             Exemplary    
   Beta Chi                  Exemplary 
   Gamma Alpha          Exemplary 
   Gamma Gamma     Exemplary 

    
 Karen Lessnau-Scott, State 1st Vice President, Yearbook Chair 

Key Woman Educator Pin 

Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting. 

An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold 

on a black background that is in the center. 

The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read... 

          ñKEY WOMEN EDUCATORSò 

  

 Pins available for honoring:   

  International Woman of Distinction. 



 

 

 Friends of Education 

Delta Kappa Gamma State of Michigan Organization  
Chapter Friend of Education Certificates 2023  

Gamma recognized Tammy Ryan She created/runs the St. Paul's Ability Resource Center(SPARC) that 
offers programs for those with developmental disabilities that cater to a variety of interests for children and 
adults. 
Mu  recognized the Genessee Bar Association  The Genesee Bar Association has long been supportive of 
education in the county.  They held a Law Day 2020 poster competition for grades 2-5 with the theme: ñYour 
Vote - Your Voice - Our Democracy: The 19th Amendment at 100.ò  Grade winners received a $25.00 gift 
certificate to Barnes & Noble and had their poster on display.  They also give a Golden Apple Award to an 
outstanding educator in Genesee County  
Omicron recognized the Jackson County Historical Society for its mission to promote, preserve, and teach 
the history of Jackson County.  
Phi recognized Tiffany and Jason McQueer for providing students with bag lunches on weekends when the 
pandemic began.  They have served over 25,000 lunches.  They adopted over 120 families that they provided 
Christmas gifts for.  They have started the nonprofit, Project Feed the Kids. 
Phi recognized Linda Smith and Colleen Hatch. 
Phi recognized Mike Mahn was honored for his businessôs sponsorship of the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library.  He also sponsors a back to school backpack project and donated 50 stuffed with school supplies. 
Alpha Xi recognized Andy Marceau for being a long time school volunteer. 
Alpha Xi recognized The United Way of Northeast Michigan which helps area children succeed by hosting 
a Stuff the Bus project, the Born Learning Trail and supporting the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. 
Alpha Rho recognized Bonnie Billups for her service at Peach Neighborhood Center which provides support 
for children, families and individuals affected by social and economic problems. 
Alpha Rho recognized Nancy Margolis for initiating a large display of childrenôs art illustrating how they 
understand diversity. 
Alpha Omega recognized Cindy Goodall.  Cindy volunteers 2-4 days a week for the Sloan Museum of 
Discovery/Longway Planetarium Education Department in Flint. 
Beta Beta recognized Jacob Inosencio.  He is the founder and Executive Director of ñGrow Jacksonò which is 
dedicated to ending food insecurity in Jackson by teaching gardening skills and raising gardens in Jackson. 
Beta Beta recognized Clarence Walker.  For more than 16 years, he has volunteered in various capacities 
(including supervision, crossing guard and coaching) at St. Mary's Star of the Sea School and Lumen Christi 
High School, Jackson , Michigan.  Mr. Walker is a dedicated role model for the students. 
Beta Kappa recognized the Big Rapids Elks Lodge because they donated $3500 to assist teachers. 
Beta Lambda recognized Friendlyôs Automotive Group.  The company donates vehicles and time for the 
schools in all of Lapeer County. 
Beta Lambda recognized Kayla Kraus who is an elementary parent who initiated a 'Kindness Project' in the 
North Branch schools.  The program is to alleviate Bullying and encourage Kindness. 
Beta Omicron recognized Mayor Steve Maas.  He goes beyond his public duties to promote the public 
library and the arts.  He volunteers to read to students and has organized groups to protect the environment. 
Beta Rho recognized St. Paulôs United Methodist Church for their work in providing clothes for children, 
games for classrooms and hygiene kits for upper elementary students.  
Beta Sigma recognized The Niagara Lion Club for providing vision screenings, purchasing eye glasses, 
giving monetary donations and awarding 4 $500 scholarships annually and sponsor a stuff the bus event. 
Beta Sigma recognized The Stephenson National Bank & Trust because they provide financial instruction 
to students and give $14,000 annually to the local high school. 
Gamma Alpha recognized Tanya Pitkin who is a PTA trainer and advocate and member of the Northville 
Curriculum Committee. 
Gamma Alpha recognized Jan Purtell who helped start the use of technology, created service learning 
programs and helped raise scholarship money in the schools. 
Gamma Gamma recognized Kim Choi because of her administration of the P-CEP Community website on 
Facebook thereby keeping parents informed on school matters. 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Omega, DKG Michigan State Organization Second Vice President 
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 International Art 

International Art Award winners 
include L to R, top to bottom:  
Midnight Musings by Margaret 
Meehan, Beta Rho;  Inner 
Beauty of a Flower  by Judy 
Reid, Beta Sigma; Moonrise by 
Barbara Drown, Beta Rho; Fox  
by Margaret Meehan,  Half inch 
Pupa by Judy Reid, Beta 
Sigma; A Barn in Autumn by 
Bernice Haglund, Beta Beta; 
Country Jazz by Beth Bynum, 
Phi; Untitled by Barbara 
Kennison, Phi; Peaceful Path 
by Kathleen Rodak, Beta 
Omicron and Seated Figure by 
Barbara Kennison. 


