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I see the biennium of 2021-2023 as the time to recharge, rethink, and renew for 
us as individuals and as members of DKG.  What does it mean?  The first word 
in the triad is Recharge.  It means "to regain energy or spirit."  We have lived 
through an extremely stressful year and the shock of these months is still 
affecting us.  We need to go through the process of healing, both physically and 
mentally, by taking care of ourselves by exercising, eating healthy foods, and 
also practicing mindfulness.  Mindfulness is a stress-reduction program which is 
described as "awareness that arises through paying attention, on purpose, in the 
present moment, and non-judgmentally" and enables us to be less reactive and 
happier in our interactions with the world. 

The second word in the triad is Rethink.  It means "to readdress, reanalyze, 
reevaluate,  or reexamine."  We review what we did in the past and think what 
improvements can be made.  How successful have we been in meeting our 
goals?  Are the things we used to do still relevant?  Are there new approaches 
and methods that could be used more effectively?   

The third word in the triad is Renew.  It means two things:  "to reaffirm, to 
continue" and "to transform, to modernize, to turn over a new leaf."  Having 
recharged ourselves, analyzed our past actions, and assessed the current 
situation, we are ready to move forward.  We will continue to do what we 
consider important and effective, and at the same time will embrace change 
where change is necessary.  Most importantly, we will challenge ourselves to get 
out of our comfort zone and think outside the box. 

What does Recharge ï Rethink - Renew mean in relation to DKG?  Like so 
many other organizations, DKG has to reimagine itself in the post-COVID 
world.  We, the members, are the collective body and mind of the society.  We 
must work together to keep it relevant and thriving.  The first step is 
Recharge:  make the society healthier by increasing the level of member 
participation in its affairs.  How can we encourage more of our members to take 
leadership roles at the chapter and at the state level?  What can we do to help our 
members who are still teaching and encourage them to get more involved?  The 
second step is Rethink:  reevaluate the ways in which our society 
functions.  The past year forced us to improvise how to stay connected when 
traditional forms of communication were no longer possible.  Which of them do 
should we keep?  Which traditional formats are worth saving?  The third step is 
Renew:  we have to decide how to integrate traditional and new practices and 
continue to think outside the box.  Our mission and purposes haven't changed 
during the year.     

Continued on page 2 
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closely, if the members from different chapters see each other not only at 
the conferences and conventions but share their ideas and undertakings 
regularly but the course that will take us to our destination has not been 
plotted yet.  I don't know what the new DKG will be like, but I am certain 
of one thing: we will grow stronger if all Michigan chapters work 
together closely, if the members from different chapters see each other at 
conferences and conventions and also their ideas and undertakings 
regularly during the year.     
These are my goals for the 2021-2023 biennium: 

¶Educate members about the programs that promote all elements   
wellness - physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual, social, 
occupational, and environmental; 

¶Increase connections between chapters across the state by offering 
online programs and events regularly during the year; 

¶Increase member participation in leadership opportunities at the state           
level; 

¶Explore the option of online attendance of conferences and     
conventions;  

¶Develop strategies for supporting classroom teachers through 
strengthening ties with schools, colleges, and universities; 

¶Increase membership by 6% by means of widening the search for 
potential members among all categories of educators. 

Let us work together to Recharge the society's energy, Rethink its 
practices, Renew the ways it functions, and ensure that it continues to be 
relevant in today's world. 

Submitted by State President, Dr. Elena Ivanova,  Beta Chi 
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Distinguished Service Award      

This yearôs Distinguished Service Award 
recipient is Mrs. Kim Skaff from Flint.  
The Alpha Alpha chapter nominated her.  
In the Fall of 2013 Mrs. Skaff developed 
a partnership between First Presytarian 
Church and the Durant-Tuuri-Mott 
Elementary School of Flint.   
To help with the success of the 
partnership Mrs. Skaff organizes 
volunteers to assist with the studentôs 
school needs, especially in the area of 
reading which includes; listening to 
students read, practicing vocabulary 
words and other reading strategies 
including serving for special events 
called ñreading nights.ò  Mrs. Skaff also 

assures that teachers are assigned  weekly volunteers who help with math, 
tutoring, art projects, and bulletin boards. 

 
Continued on page 3 
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State Committees   

J-Jay Pechta - 2021 State Woman of Distinction 

 

Delta Kappa Gamma, Michigan State DKG, is proud to announce that our State 
Woman of Distinction Award for 2021 goes to J-Jay Pechta.  Because the in-
person Spring Convention was cancelled due to the pandemic, we surprised her 
before the April 30 virtual convention. Pat Charlton coordinated with J-Jayôs 
family to arrange a visit to her home in Hillsdale, where I presented J-Jay with her 
plaque.  J-Jay is long overdue for this award.  She is a very hard-working and 
deserving member of DKG.   One of the reasons that I have always been so 
impressed with J-Jay is that she is involved at all levels.   
She works tirelessly for Gamma Chapter.  Her chapter members rely on her for 
anything DKG.  She has been president, is their forever yearbook and Gamma 
Gazette editor, among many other positions, and has been their Chapter Woman of 

Distinction.  She is adored for her generous and giving nature.  Some quotes from her chapter members: ñI 
think the most remarkable thing about J-Jay is that no matter what you ask her to do in DKG she replies as 
though she was just waiting for you to give her a job!ò Another said, ñHer dedication to DKG exceeds all 
expectations.ò  At one time, her husband suggested that they name a new cat DKG! 
She is very active with the Cascades Coordinating Council, currently its treasurer, and helps to plan the 
annual meeting.   
At the State level, she has been the Approve Minutes, Professional Affairs, and Membership Committee 
chairs.  J-Jay held the offices of recording secretary, first vice president, and State President, 2007-2009.  As 
the outstanding editor of the Wolverine for ten years, she impressed us all with the time and effort involved 
year after year.  From 1996 to the present, she has attended all state events.  Presently, she is the chair of 
Strategic Planning and a member of the Finance committee.   
Internationally, she has been a member of Communication and Publicity and the Golden Gift Fund 
Committees and has been on the International Elections and Microphone Monitor Committees.  J-Jay has 
presented at the International and Regional Conventions since 2003.  In 2013, she was awarded the Golden 
Key Award at NE Regional in Portland, Maine.  J-Jay is a fixture at State and International Events with her 
tables full of a variety of wonderful pins to honor DKG members. Requests come in from across the country. 
Proceeds from the sales go to fund Member Supporting Member Scholarship and Grant Activities Fund. 
J-Jay received her BA from MSU and MA from EMU.  At Hillsdale HS, she taught Home Economics, 
Computers, a self-contained Teen Parenting program and Adult Education.  J-Jay has been a class advisor, a 
member of North Central committees and wrote grants.  She has served as adjunct faculty at Jackson and 
Hillsdale Colleges.  She is a certified member of the National Association of Parliamentarians. 
J-Jay is very active in her community which includes being a 4-H leader, Camp Fire Girls leader, on the MSU 
Cooperative Extension Advisory Council, and a founding member of the Hillsdale Community Schools 
Educational Foundation.  J-Jay lives on the family farm outside of Hillsdale with her wonderful husband, 
Ross, who fixes her lunch.  She has 4 children and 7 grandchildren. 
It is my privilege and honor to award J-Jay Pechta the 2021 State Woman of Distinction!  She is a most 
deserving recipient! 

Shaila Jehle, Alpha Theta, Personal Growth and Services Chair 
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Continued from page 2 

The Durant-Tuuri-Mott families are also supported by Mrs. Scaff and her volunteers by organizing the annual 
DTM Christmas party for students.  She and her many elves supply each child that attends with a nice gift.  
Throughout the pandemic Mrs. Skaff continued her efforts by supporting the staff with generous donations for 
the classroom.  Mrs. Skaff was nominated for the Education Foundation for the Flint Community Schools 
Light a Candle Award in 2021.  Principal Angela Ascencio Mindlin of DTM says ñDurant-Turri-Mott 
appreciates all Mrs. Skaff does, behind the scenes, to support the students and families of the community of 
our elementary school.  She is our unsung hero at DTM.  Kim Skaff never asks for credit or accolades for all 
her volunteer efforts.ò  
Thank you to Kim Skaff and all her volunteers for their continued support of education for all children.   

 

Submitted by Sharon Smith, Epsilon, State 2nd Vice President  
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DKG Michigan Welcomes New Executive Secretary 
Beginning July 1, DKG Michigan welcomed Dr. Ranae Beyerlein to serve as the societyôs 
Executive Secretary, replacing Jacqulyn Smart who retired June 30.  Ranae has just finished her 
biennium as DKG Michigan State President. The Presidentôs Advisory Council honored her 
during a PAC meeting, June 19, with a gift in her honor to the International Educators 
Foundation. 
Dr. Beyerlein has also served as Michigan DKG 1st VP, 2nd VP, Corresponding Secretary, 
Women in the Arts Co-Chair, and served as a DKG International Education Excellence 
Committee Member.  For her outstanding leadership, Dr. Beyerlein was honored as State 
Woman of Distinction in 2011.  Ranae has been a conference leader and speaker at numerous 
state conferences and conventions.  Ranaeôs first International Convention was in 2008, and 

since 2014, she has attended every conference and convention.  In Alpha Mu Chapter, she has served in every 
office and chair of various committees and was honored as Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
Ranae has a long history of excellent relationships with the executive level to elected officials, board members, 
professional colleagues, and students. When asked what professional experiences she has had that have prepared 
her for her service with Michigan DKG, Ranae responded, ñI have successfully placed and supervised over 120 
student teachers in Wayne, Oakland, and Washtenaw Counties.  I have led 50 professional staff with 600 students 
as summer school director.  Implemented online instruction and mentored 60 students through high school 
Michigan Virtual School Courses.  Instructed college courses with digital instruction.  Instructed professional 
educators with Learning Management Systems.  Trained teachers at state, national and local conferences and 
demonstrated innovative technology applications and taught high school advanced level for 40 years.ò 
Ranae earned a PhD in Education and a Masters of Science from Michigan State University after receiving a B.A. 
in Psychology, Biology, and Science from University of Michigan. 
Dr. Beyerlein has worked for Michigan State and Eastern Michigan Universities, plus Macomb and St. Clair 
County Community Colleges.  With previous experience in planning events and trips for students and other 
entities, she will be excellent in negotiating for hotel sites and supervising the DKG Michigan events.  Welcome, 
Dr. Ranae Beyerlein! 

Submitted by Dr.. Dorothy Sample, Mu, Personnel Committee Chair 

Jackie Smart Retires as Executive Secretary 
Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, outgoing State President, honored Jacqulyn Smart during the June 
meeting of the Presidentôs Advisory Committee for her  four and half years of superb service 
as the Societyôs Executive Secretary.  Jackie was thanked for her excellent negotiation skills 
on behalf of DKG during the pandemic when schedules had to be changed.  Dr. Beyerlein told 
Jackie that a gift to the DKG International Educators Foundation was given in her honor.  
President Emerita, Jackie Smart, was asked to fill in for State Executive Secretary, Sally 
Garrison in July of 2016.  The Livonia Fall Conference needed to be finalized.  Sally had been 
receiving chemo for stage 4 ovarian cancer.  Over the next few months, Jackie visited Sally 
often, collecting materials and having conversations about the role of Executive 

Secretary.  She coordinated all aspects of the Fall Conference with the hotel, as well as trouble shooting, and kept 
the organization out of the red.  During the pandemic, she has planned two state conventions and one fall 
conference only to have to reschedule for future dates.  
Jackie accepted a contract with the stipulation it would be only for three-years and then agreed to extend the 
contract until a successor could be found.  
Jackie has excellent organizational skills.  During the last five years, Jackie has scanned many records and photos 
that were found in the 60+ boxes she received.  The boxes have been carefully reduced to nine plastic file 
boxes.  (This doesnôt include the greetersô sashes, flagpoles, flag stands, DKG banner, and flags!)  Digital files 
have been created and she has created templates for the First Vice President to use when planning sessions.  She 
has encouraged chapters to send her digital files for yearbook evaluation.  
Jackie maintains and manages the Educatorôs Award books library for loan to members and chapters. Jackie 
maintains all state records and keeps a copy of all state and international publications. She serves as an ex-officio 
(non-voting) member of committees as directed by the President.   Thank you Jackie for your service to DKG!! 
                       Submitted by Dr.. Dorothy Sample, Mu, Personnel Committee 
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Do Not Miss Out On  
Opportunities for Scholarships and 

Grants 
Are you working on a graduate 
degree, retraining, or seeking an 
additional endorsement on your 
teaching certificate?  Perhaps you 
should consider applying for a Delta 
Kappa Gamma Michigan Scholarship 

or an International award. 
The International Lucile Cornetet Award is 
granted to educators for the purpose of participating 
in professional seminars, workshops, and other 
nondegree programs that relate to an educatorôs 
professional aspirations.  The Cornetet Award is 
granted three times per year: February 1st, May 1st, 
and September 1st.  This application is available 
online at the International website at dkg.org.  You 
can apply up to 6 months ahead.  Awards vary and 
will pay registration, travel, meals, etc. 
DKG Michigan offers scholarships for educators 
who are working on a graduate degree, retraining, 
or an additional endorsement in 
education.  Scholarship applications need to be 
submitted by March 1

st.  A plan of study and proof 
of acceptance at a college/university is required. 
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships for 
retraining or additional endorsements, and one $800 
scholarship for graduate study may be awarded at 
the Spring Convention.  Forms and information are 
on the DKG Michigan website:  dkgmichigan.org. 
Because of health concerns due to the Covid 19 
pandemic, the Spring Convention was held 
virtually.  Therefore, no drawings were held, and no 
scholarships/grants were awarded.   

Submitted by Mary Oram, Gamma, State Scholarship Chair 

Officer Visitation Invitation For 
Your Chapter Or Council  

When we can visit and gather again, please schedule a 
visit to your chapter or council meetings 
from our State President, Dr. Elena 
Ivanova, or any other state officer.  Elena 
or other state officers are available to 
attend your meetings for sharing news, 
updating information and giving challenges 

for this biennium.   
You can find the Visitation Form on our DKG website 
www.dkgmichigan.org.  This will be forwarded to 
Judi Fisher, Chapter Visitation Chair. 
Please let us hear from you this year!  Any 
questions contact Judi Fisher, judifisher@yahoo.com. 

             Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha,  

State Visitation Chair  

This Debate Has Lasted Too Long,  
What Can You Do? 

Have you ever sat in a meeting listening to 
the same points made repeatedly? Using 
the previous question subsidiary motion 
could be the solution. I call for the 
previous question, which is a motion to 
end debate, that allows no further 

discussion or subsidiary motions (except a motion to lay 
on the table, which outranks it), and then take the vote 
on all pending motions. 
The subsidiary motion of previous question (to end 
debate) has certain criteria for it to be accepted. It cannot 
interrupt a speaker who has the floor.  
1. The person making the motion must be recognized 
by the chair, and the motion must be seconded.   

2. It is not debatable and is not amendable, except 
under certain circumstances.  

3. Since it does stop membersô rights to speak or hear 
more information, it requires a two-thirds vote to 
pass.   

4. It may be reconsidered if adopted if no part of the 
adopted order for the previous question has been 
executed. 

When used properly, this motion can really save the 
group a lot of time because if two-thirds of voters are 
ready to stop debate and vote on the pending motion (or 
motions), it is probably pointless to keep on with the 
debate. If the previous question isnôt adopted, the group 
will continue with debate until the cows come home, or 
until nobody has anything else to say, whichever comes 
first. 
 
          Submitted by Gloria Richards, Nu, State Parliamentarian 

Articles Wanted  
For The Wolverine about: 

Chapter News 
Events/Celebrations 

Program Ideas and Resources 
Good Works 

Pictures with captions and names of people in pictures 
Winter  Issue Deadline 
November 15, 2021 

e-mail wadedkgmi@gmail.com 
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International Speaker Guest for Fall Conference 
Dr. Sharlene McGowan is a former K-12 teacher, acting consultant, and high school counselor and served 
her cityôs public school division in Canada for 31 years in these capacities.  She superannuated(retired) in 
June, 2017, and successfully defended her PhD a month later.  Since then, she has been employed as a 
mental health therapist and crisis counselor with a national network which offers employee and family 
assistance counseling.  Additionally, she is a university lecturer involved with three separate teacher 
education programs.  She has extensive experience in front-line mental health support work and is on the 
board of directors for a local non-profit organization which offers the community grief and loss support.  In 

addition to being an international speaker for Delta Kappa Gamma, she is her state chapter vice-president.  At the 2021 
fall conference in Midland, Dr. McGowan will give a presentation "Light and Joy: Igniting Our Strength and Purpose." 

                                    DKG Dues Collection Is A Springtime Event  

As you are aware, DKG dues are collected in the spring now.  Your chapter treasurer may begin collecting 
dues in April and accept your International, state and local dues through the end of June.  The chapter 
treasurer then promptly posts and pays your dues to the International and state organizations. This change in 
the dues collection timeline was made a few years ago to align the financial timelines and windows of the 
chapters, the state and International organizations. 
In Michigan, the state portion of dues for active members is $23 per person, and those for reserve and 
collegiate members is $11.  Your state dues also include a scholarship fee that now stays in the stateôs coffers 
to provide scholarships to Michigan DKG members.  The state dues and fees have not been raised in many 
years, and your organization is working to be fiscally efficient and use your monies wisely.  In addition, your 
chapter most likely charges dues for the chapterôs treasury. Your treasurer informs you of the total 
amount.  Checks may be made payable to ñDKGò or ñDelta Kappa Gammaò or ñMI State Org.ò The last 
option is the abbreviated version of our state organizationôs new name as selected by International. 
Part of the dues process is also checking your DKG profile information.  You are asked to sign in to the 
Societyôs website (dkg.org) and use your Member number as your user name.  That number is on your 
membership card, and your chapter treasurer and president have those numbers too.  Your chapter president 
and state officers are also able to share the password with you.  Simply reach out and ask!  After signing in 
with the pre-set password, you may select your own, personal password.  Each member is then able to access 
their profile on the DKG website, under ñMy DKGò and ñMy Accountò.  There you are able to make any 
changes needed to your mailing address, phone number and/or email address.  This insures that the state 
organization and International have correct contact information for members. 
There are many other things you can select and locate on ñMy Accountò.  ñMy Participationò  allows you to 
choose sending options, see your event and receipt history, transactions and donations you have made, and 
lists the committee preference(s) you have indicated. ñMy Communitiesò invites you to choose to join a 
community chat on a wide variety of topics.  The ñMember Directoryò allows you to search for another DKG 
member who is listed in the directory.  (You may ask to be included in the directory in ñMy Participationò.) 
ñMembership Cardò has your membership card available to print if you need another copy.  While you are 
signed in, feel free to explore the other areas of the Societyôs website too. 
Remember too that we now have a ñCollegiate Membershipò available to women studying at a college or 
university and pursuing a degree in education. Your friends, daughters, granddaughters and nieces may be 
eligible to join DKG and enjoy the benefits of belonging.  Keep in mind that there are a number of 
scholarships and grants offered to members! 
There is no longer an International scholarship fee or International induction fee. Those fees are only collected 
by the state organization.  Additionally, there is no fee to be reinstated if a woman who has dropped their 
membership wishes to re-join the Society.  
We thank you for paying your dues and scholarship fees promptly and checking your profile on the 
website.  Your participation and membership in the organization is important to us and to you! 

 

Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Alpha, DKG Michigan State Organization Treasurer 

http://dkg.org
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State News 

For the first time in over a year the Presidentôs Advisory Council gathered together in person in June to plan for the 
future of our state organization.  We started with a few words from President Dr. Ranae Beyerlein.  Dr. Beyerlein 
recognized J-Jay Pechta for her service to the organization and for being State Woman of Distinction.  Dr. Beyerlein 
then recognized Jackie Smart who is retiring from her job as State Executive Secretary.  From there Dr. Beyerlein 
then handed the gavel over to the new state president, Dr. Elena Ivanova.  President Ivanova presented her plan for 
her biennium.  The words she shared with the PAC can be found on pages 1 and 2 of the Wolverine.  From there PAC 
was broken into groups to discuss plans for the next biennium. 

 

 

Dr. Ranae 
Beyerlein, 
Alpha Mu 
honors J-Jay 
Pechta, 
Gamma for 
being  DKG 
Michigan 
State Woman 
of Distinction.   

 

Margaret 
Meehan, State 
Photographer, 

Kathy 
Heatherly, 
President at 
large and 
Sharon 
Throm, all 
from Beta 
Rho. Chapter. 

DKG Michigan State Executive Board.  Wolverine Editor, 

Anne Wade, Alpha Lambda, Treasurer, Liz VanWestenberg, 

Gamma Gamma, Executive Secretary, Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, 

Alpha Mu, Recording Secretary Debra Herrick, Beta 

Omicron, Parliamentarian Gloria Richards, Nu, 1st Vice 

President, Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta, 

Corresponding Secretary, Amy Wright, Gamma Alpha, 2nd 

Vice President Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, President 

Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi. 

 

Executive 

Secretary, 

Jackie Smart, 

Gamma Alpha, 

was honored 

for her 

retirement from 

the Executive 

Secretary job.   

The DKG Cherry-Buckeye Challenge 
The numbers are in!  We used our numbers from September, 2019 to March, 
2021.  Unfortunately for them, Ohio only increased their membership by 2.9%.  They added 88 
new members, but have almost twice the numbers of existing members.  We added 47 new 
members and increased our membership by 3.4%.  WE WON!  The Ohio State Organization has 
sent a check for $100 to the Educational Foundation in our name!  In this time of pandemic, I am 
sooo proud of us for managing to gather more women to our fold.  Good going, ladies.   

Cindy Dietz, Chapter, Membership Committee Chair 

President Ivanova, Beta Chi and Executive Secretary 
Beyerlein, Alpha Mu, attended the regional convention in 
San Antonio, look for information on their adventures in 
the next Wolverine! 



 

Chapter News 
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Lifetime Service Award, Mu Chapter 
Mu Chapter honored Beverly Inbody and Sharleen 
Gonzalez with the Lifetime Service Award.   

Beverly Inbody earned a BS from Central 
Michigan University in Art Education and 
taught at Bryant Jr. High, Livonia.  
Beverly served on several professional 
committees, including Chair of the 
Michigan Art Education Association 
Membership Committee, Officer for the 

Michigan Weavers Guild, Building Representative for 
the Michigan Education Association and Chair for the 
Michigan Youth Art Month Committee.  Two 
outstanding accomplishments during her career 
include being named Art Teacher of the Year and 
MAEA-MEA Purchase Prize Show Commission for 
Tapestry/Flint Community Schools. 
Beverly was invited to join DKG in 1983.  She has 
served on numerous committees and served as our 
Chapter President.  Although Beverly currently lives 
in Ypsilanti, members still consistently receive 
individual birthday, Christmas, and Easter cards, and 
cards celebrating many other holidays.   
Congratulations, Beverly, for your many years of 
service to education and to  Delta Kappa Gamma. 

Sharleen Gonzalez has been a DKG 
member for more than four decades and 
has served our Society at all levels and 
continues to be an active leader among 
us. Sharleen is the second of three Mu 
Chapter members to have served as State 
President. Mrs. Gonzales served as 

Michigan President 1993-1995 and represented 
Michigan on the International DKG Executive Board.   
She was founder and first president of Gamma Beta 
Chapter; she was state convention chairman for the 
1983 DKG State Convention. Since 1983, Sharleen 
has served in numerous ways at the state level. She 
was State Recording Secretary, First Vice President; 
and then, she became our President.  Sharleen has 
served on every state committee. She has led state-
level leadership workshops for incoming chapter 
officers. In 2002, Sharleen Gonzalez was honored by 
Michigan DKG as State Woman of Distinction.  
Sharleen has been a leader in the Flint Area 
Coordinating Council; she has served in several 
positions and was treasurer. The Sharleen Gonzales 
Scholarship awarded by FACC was named in honor 
of her.  Congratulations Sharleen! 
 

Submitted by Dr. Dorothy Sample, Mu   

Parody Poem written by DKG Beta Sigma 
Chapter Co- President, Deb Pajula   

(Credit to: Geisel, Theodore Seuss. (1988) Green Eggs and Ham) 
New .York :Random House, Inc.) 

 

SUPERMAM   2020-21 
Could you teach students from here or there? 
Could you teach them from anywhere? 
Would you teach them from your house? 
Would you teach them using your mouse? 
Could you, would you, ignore your own fam, 
While putting your students on your cam? 
Could you, would you teach outside? 
Could you, would you if you tried? 
Could you, would you stay afloat? 
Could you, would you teach remote? 

Itôs not safe to teach many in a small ñboxò, 
So you need to virtually give your talks. 
But some will be present for you to teach, 
Wear your mask, & donôt muffle your speech. 

Would you, could you do this mam, 
making sure that they pass each exam? 
When to plan and grade will be up to you, 

You may even have to work day & night through. 
Noé you cannot, will not, be given extra pay, 

But you will be ñdoubleò teaching each and every day! 
You will be teaching some face-to-face in your room. 
While also teaching those who are at home using 

zoom. 
You shall and will teach them from near and far, 
You shall and will teach them ócause here they are! 
Their academic skills and emotional well-being, 
This is what you shall and will be guaranteeing. 

You may not like this, you will see, 
But due to the pandemic, this is how it will be. 

Until all ages can safely and DO actually get vaxxed, 
Teachers, unfortunately, will be greatly taxed. 
Teachers are so good, so good you see! 

They adapt and then excel at whatever will be! 
They love their students, working óround the clock, 

 sometimes sharing a fun video on Tic-Tok. 
But exhaustion and burn out are now a real threat, 
as is the amount of net pay that they each will get. 
So REAL appreciation is what teachers need to hear 

and see, 
From people across the nation and groups including 

DKG. 
From leaders whoôll support and provide whatôs 
needed each day,To everyone to promote & support 

legislation to get them more pay! 
THANK YOUéto all of our current and retired 
teacher SUPERMAMs who persevere now and who 
have persevered and fought for our educational 
profession with real struggles that spanned over 

decades and continue today! 
Debra Pajula, EdS, Co-President, DKG Beta Sigma Chapter 
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 Chapter News 
 

Anniversary Pins  available for sale. Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

 

NEW Diamond 
Shape 

Black background 
with Gold Inlay.  
A diamond gem 

for that special member. Can 
be awarded by the Chapter or 
State as a special award.   The 
pin reads:  International 
Society for  Key Women 

Educators. 

Beta Alpha Honors Outstanding Educators 

 

Beta Alpha chapter  
honored Scott 
Durham and Gigi 
Lincoln.  When Scott 
was awarded the 
DeMoso International 
Study Fellowship that 
was developed by 
Beta Alpha members 
Dee and Dora 
DeMoso, Lakeview 
High School students 

had the chance to engage in a unique form of blended 
learning.  While touring in Europe and Asia, Scott 
was able to teach his history classes online.  The 
Fellowship offered him the opportunity to coordinate 
with Gigi in the states to offer virtual lessons about 
the culture and history of the area in which he was 
touring.  Scott and Gigi also did a Holocaust project 
which was a creation of lessons titled, ñHolocaust 
Artò  and ñRemembranceò and  ñ World at Warò.  
Gigi stated in a letter of recommendation for Scott 
that the opportunity to work with him had allowed 
them both to grow professionally.  When Gigi was 
approached for information about Scott, she had no 
idea that Beta Alpha chapter, wanted to honor both of 
them.  What a special gift they have given the 
students of Lakeview and the city of Battle Creek.   

Submitted by Julie Pease, Beta Alpha 

Metro Council Visits Cranbrook 
Metro Council had a great field trip to Cranbrook to 
visit the Smith House which is a Frank Lloyd Wright 
House and the Saarinen House which is Eliel 
Saarinenôs Art Deco masterwork and the jewel of 
Cranbrookôs architectural treasures.  Thanks to our 
state president, Elena, for arranging this and being 
one of the guides. 

Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, State Visitation Chair 

Nancy Hood, Beta Alpha Co-

President, Scott Durham, Gigi 

Lincoln and Julie Pease, Beta 

Alpha Co-President. 

June Pauline Hill Receives 50 Year Pin 
Beta Sigma Chapter recognized  June Pauline Hill, on 
May 15, 2021, for being an active 50 year member of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma International Society.   
Pauline was initiated into Michigan State 
Organizationôs Delta Chapter in 1971 and was a 
charter member of Beta Sigma, established in 1973.  
The group presented Pauline with an award certificate 
and a 50 year member DKG pin.  She has been an 
active member on the finance, research and 
communications committees, and now serves as co-
president for the Beta Sigma Chapter  Pauline 
received DKG Michigan State Organizationôs 
Lifetime Service Award in June of 2019.  She was 
recognized with Beta Sigma Chapterôs Woman of 
Distinction Award for 2011. 
Pauline graduated from Northern Michigan 
University with a Bachelor of Science degree and a 
Master of Arts degree in Elementary Education.   

 Written by: Debra Pajula, Co-President Beta Sigma Chapter 

Pauline Hill 

receives her 50 

Year Award from 

Beta Sigma 

Chapter president.  

Pauline is a charter 

member of Beta 

Sigma. 



 

State Fall Conference ï Midland 

Do Not Miss Pre-Conference Session 
Friday, September 24, 2021 

6:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 
 

Introduction to Geocaching!  Presented by 
Marcia Hamstra, St. Gerard School, Lansing, 
Michigan.  Do you like adventure? Do you 
like to visit new places? Do you like to solve 
challenging puzzles? Do you love deep walks 

in the woods? If your answer to any of these questions 
is yes, geocaching just may be the hobby you have 
always been looking for.  In this session, you will 
receive an overview of geocaching and all its 
possibilities.  We will cover traditional geocaching and 
explore mystery & multi caching.  Trackables and 
gadget caches will also be discussed.  1 SCECH 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
Michigan State Fall Conference Schedule 

September 24-25, 2021 

The H Hotel 

Midland, Michigan 
 

Friday, September 24, 2021 

 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM Registration (Closed during Executive  
   Board  Meeting) 
 5:30 PM -7:30 PM  Strategic Planning Meeting (Invitation 
    Only) 
 5:45 PM - 7:15 PM Buffet Dinner (Pre-register) 

 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Pre-Conference Seminar (1* SCECH) 
 7:35 PM - 7:55 PM First Timersô Meeting 
 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM  Chapter Presidents Procession 
   Executive Board Meeting/All Members 
     Welcome to Attend 
10:00 PM -11:00 PM Conversation, Camaraderie, and  
   Coordinating Council Meetings 

 

Saturday, September 25, 2020 

   6:45 AM - 8:15 AM Breakfast  
   6:45 AM - 7:45 AM Aqua Fitness Fun 
   7:30 AM -12:30 PM Registration 
   8:15 AM - 8:30 AM General Membership Announcements 
   8:30 AM -12:00 PM Funding Our Purposes Raffle and 
     Chapter Sales 
  8:55 AM -   9:55 AM First Workshop Sessions 
 10:05 AM -11:05 AM Second Workshop Sessions 
 11:15 AM -12:15 PM Third Workshop Sessions 
 12:45 PM -  1:45 PM Luncheon  
  1:50 PM   Reflection 
  1:55 PM   Keynote Speaker  

  2:45 PM   Funding our Purposes Raffle Drawing 
   Announcements 
   Evaluations 
   The Delta Kappa Gamma Song 

DKG Michigan State Fall Conference 
Chapter/Committee Sales Application 
Saturday, September 25, 2021 at  

The H Hotel 
Midland, Michigan 

Chapter/Committee:________________________ 

Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all 

supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table 

Person(s) in charge____________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________ 

Cost per table $15.  Make checks payable to Delta 
Kappa GammaðReturn by September 10, 2021 to: 

Nancy Higgins, 11305 Island Lake Road 
Dexter, MI 48130, nhigs@aol.com 

Growing Stronger Through Challenge 

At our fall conference in Midland, September 24-25, 
Growing Stronger Through Challenge will be our 
focus.  The past year was extremely stressful for all of 
us.  We had to reconfigure everything we do in our 
lives in order to stay safe: how to keep in touch with 
friends and family, how to do our jobs, even how to 
shop or get a haircut.  During this difficult time, DKG 
members found new ways to support each other, to 
engage in fellowship, to continue our projects, and to 
reach out to those of our sisters who needed help the 
most.   
The common disaster brought us closer and made us 
stronger.  Now, for the first time in two years, we will 
be meeting in person at our fall conference.  This is the 
time to look back, review what we have done, and 
consider the most effective ways of functioning in the 
world that has irrevocably changed.  What lessons 
have we learned, as individuals and as DKG 
members?  What practices and forms of 
communication should we continue?  What issues 
should we address to make our organization 
thrive?  Only together can we charter the course for 
DKG in the post-pandemic world. 

Submitted by Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi , State President 

 

ATTENTION!  
First Time Attendees and SCECH!!   

The registration fee ($75.00) will not be charged to one first 
time member per chapter attending the 2021 Fall 
Conference in Midland as their first State conference.  
If you are completing SCECHs at the conference, that fee
($15.00) has been waived! 
Leave the appropriate line(s) blank on the registration form, 
or, if you have already paid the registration fee, it will be 
refunded to you at the conference. 
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State Fall Conference Sessions ï Midland 

Tentative Sessions 

6:30 PM ï 7:30 PM 

Introduction to Geocaching 
Marcia Hemstra - Do you 
like adventure? Do you 
like to visit new places? 
Do you like to solve 
challenging puzzles? Do 
you love deep walks in 

the woods? If your answer to any 
of these questions is yes, 
geocaching just may be the hobby 
you have always been looking for.  
In this session, you will receive an 
overview of geocaching and all its 
possibilities.  We will cover 
traditional geocaching and explore 
mystery & multi caching.  
Trackables and gadget caches will 
also be discussed.  1 SCECH 

Aqua Fitness: Fran Saenz, 
Gamma Alpha Chapter  Come 

join Fran Saenz for a 
fun, morning aqua fit 
class.  This is 
guaranteed to 

energize and invigorate you.  You 
will do a combination of easy water 
aerobics and strengthening 
exercises for 55 minutes.  You may 
work at your own comfort level 
and engage in a variety of low 
impact movements from low to 
high intensity.  Please wear your 
swimsuit OR swim shorts and top.  
No other equipment is needed as 
some flotation equipment and other 
exercise equipment might be 
available for you. Itôs time to be a 
healthier YOU!  See you at the 
pool!  1 SCECH 

 
 

Session 1  8:55AM - 9:55AM 

 
Rethinking Leadership in Post-
Pandemic DKG 

Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, 
Alpha Mu, Immediate Past 
President 
Chapter presidents, this 
session is for you!  Learn 
how to Create Hope in your 
local chapters and learning 

communities.  We will share some 
quick and easy polls which will 
help you have meaningful 
meetings, prioritize leadership 
tasks, delegate and include all of 
your members in creating a hopeful 
learning environment.  Please bring 
at least one other chapter leader 
with you s your team can take back 
some energizing ideas.  Bring 
questions and plan to share one 
success your chapter has 
experienced this past year.  Letôs 
get started on the path to a 
successful biennium! 

 
 

A Monthly Menu for Mindful 
Self-Care, Lyn Hamilton.  What 

are the essential 
ingredients for a 
meaningful mindful 
lifestyle? How do you 

select  the most beneficial activities 
for a wellness journey?  During this 
presentation you will be able to 
choose from a variety of "recipes" 
that support a healthy body, mind 
and spirit. 
Lyn Hamilton is a retired High 
School English Teacher.  She is 
also a certified Mindful Meditation 
Guide, Wellness Educator and 
Yoga Teacher.  
1 SCECH 

 

Iceland: Reykjavik and the 
Golden Circle with DKG.  Joyce 

Daglow, Mary Oram, 
Gamma - Get to know 
a bit about the beauty of 
this country's 
waterfalls, geysers, and 

thousand year old history and 
culture.  Join us as we put you in 
the center of Iceland's natural 
landscapes through an interesting 
and informative Power Point.                           
1 SCECH 
 
Roundtable Discussion:  Lessons 
we learned During the Pandemic 
School Year.  Come and listen to 

this panel discussion 
from various teachers 
in our organization.  
Hear how the 
elementary and middle 

school teachers handled the 
pandemic and how they are 
changing their classes for the 
future.  1 SCECH 
 

Session 2  10:05 AM - 11:05 AM 

ByLaws and Standing Rules  
Barbara Souve`, Omega.  
This session is for all 
members to come and 
learn about the rules that 

govern our state and international 
organization.  Barbara will also 
inform us of any changes on the 
horizon for us to consider as 
chapters and as a state. 

The Best Chapter Meeting Ever, 
Again and Again!  

Frances Ziegenhals, Alpha 
Iota, Texas 

Learn about a themed 
meeting incorporating 
genuine spiritual fellowship, 

uniting new members, and bonding all 
members.  Attendees move from 
station to station with 100% 
participation, involved in activities 
that increase and enrich DKG 
experiences and knowledge about 
DKG. 
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September 24, 2021 
Friday Night  

Pre-Conference Session 

September 25, 2021 
Saturday General 
Conference Sessions 

 

September 25, 2021 
Saturday Conference Session 
6:45 a.m. - 7:45 a.m.  



 

State Fall Conference Sessions ï Midland 

 Kahoot and Socrative, Nancy 
Jerry, Sigma.  At a time 
when technology seems 
to be the great divide, 
come to this interactive 

presentation to learn how a couple 
of user-friendly, web-based tools 
can bring an entire family or an 
entire classroom together.  Whether 
youôre 5 or 105, make you next 
family event the one everyone talks 
about for years to come!  These 
same tools can be easily used in the 
classroom to help differentiate 
instruction and improve 
engagement by giving students 
many opportunities to respond.  
Save time by downloading the apps 
on your phone in advance.  No 
phone?  No problem - just come 
join in  and check it out!  1 
SCECH 
 
September in the Garden, Shaila 

Jehle, Alpha Theta.  
Just because summer 
is over doesnôt mean 
the fun should stop!  
Join Master 

Gardener Shaila Jehle for wat his 
happening in the fall garden.  This 
is the perfect time of year to 
evaluate the season, enjoy the 
boynty, finish those projects and 
loo forward to Spring.  Bring the 
stories of successes and questions 
about the not so successful 
attempts.  Letôs get our hands dirty! 
 
Session 3  11:15 AM - 12:15 PM 

 
A DKG Safari:  Discover the 
Secrets of DKG.org, Margaret 

Meehan, Beta Rho.  
Come and explore 
the website that 

provides so much information to 
our membership. Margaret will 
teach us how to navigate the 

website, register for events, see the 
art of members from all over the 
world and lots of information from 
International. 

Light and Joy: Igniting Our 
Strength and Purpose:              

Dr. Sharlene McGowan, 
International Speakers 
Fund Speaker.  This 
interactive session will 
help educators learn how 

to spark their light and joy despite 
lifeôs obstacles through the 
exploration of five transformative 
principles.  The discussion includes 
compassion fatigue and encourages 
conversation among attendees. 
 
Empowering Students With   
Opportunities to Build 
Character, Leadership and Life 
Skills, Leah Porter, MTOY.  This 
session will examine the need for 

comprehensive 
and thoughtful 
character and 
leadership lessons 
for Elementary 

students that will propel their 
success in secondary 
education.  Equity and access for 
all students will be explored, and 
how this lesson structure supports 
and empowers all students.  A 
scope and sequence of lessons will 
be introduced with hands-on 
activities in how to engage learners 
in specific aspects of character and 
leadership.  1 SCECH 
 
Roundtable Discussion: 
Michigan Chapters-- Past 
Experiences & Future Plans 
Panel of DKG members.  Join a 

panel of DKG 
Michigan members to 
discuss our challenges 
and triumphs of the 
past.  Additionally, we 

will also be sharing our ideas for 
future plans.  This is a great 
opportunity to learn from one 
another. 
 

Luncheon Keynote Speaker 

 Leah Porter, the 
2021-2022 Michigan 
Teacher of the year 
will be sharing her 
ideas on education in 
the 21st century.  Her 

speech will discuss ideas of 
community, leadership and 
relationships.  Leah teaches 
kindergarten at Wilcox Elementary 
School in Holt.  She was nominated 
for Michigan Teacher of the Year 
due to her 15 year passion for 
education and her students, which 
she has demonstrated in the 
classroom.  
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Professional Affairs Committee 

Looking for Presiders for DKG Fall 
Conference 

I am looking forward 
to seeing many DKG 
members at the state 
Fall Conference in 
Midland..  The state 
program committee 
has planned an 
interesting group of 
sessions that should 
appeal to 
everyone.  My 

committee, Professional Affairs, has 
the responsibility to find presiders/
scribes for each session.  The 
responsibilities of the presider are: to 
make sure the session starts and ends 
on time, introduce the speaker, stamp 
any SCECH forms, if the session 
qualifies, and write a short summary 
of the session.  If you would like to 
assist with any particular session, 
please contact me. 
  I look forward to hearing from 
many of you! 
**NOTE SCECH stands for  State 
Certified Educational Clock Hours 
   Carol Dean, Phi, carolmdean@charter.net 
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Chapter Presidents and  

Membership Chairs 
 

It is very important that the chapters send  Form 6 
immediately following the death of a chapter member. 
No information can be shared in  
The Wolverine until this form is 
received. 

There are many members whose 
deaths are observed in chapter 
newsletters but the editor cannot 
list them in The Wolverine until 
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to: 
 

Pamela Olech  (Alpha Theta) 
2339 Prado Vista Lane 
Howell, MI  48843-6820 
olech@pickneypirates.org 

In Honor  

of 

or in Remembrance  

 

of our beloved chapter and state 
Society members, chapters and 
individual members can give 
memorials and gifts to the following 
Michigan State Funds: 

§ Kathy Cashen NE Regional Fund 

§ Katherine Keeling Professional 
Development Fund 

§ Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund  

§ Betsey Cooper Leadership Development 
Fund 

§ Presidentôs International Convention Fund 

§ International Educational Foundation 

§ Member Supporting Member Fund 
 

Alpha Omega Chapter Contributed Funds 

White Roses in Memoriam 

%ÌÌÁ -ÁÙ %ÖÁÎÓȟ "ÅÔÁ /ÍÉÃÒÏÎ 

Ella was a member since December 1971.   In her 
local chapter she served as Secretary, Program 
Chairperson and Music Chair.  At the State level she 
was the Rosebud Convention Choir Director. 

Ella May completed her graduate work at Michigan 
State University. 

Ella May was an elementary music teacher for more 
than thirty years in the Grandville Public School 
System.  She actively sought to integrate music into 
the regular curriculum by teaming with staff to 
include music into all areas of learning.   She was a 
model, master teacher recognized in 1967 for her 
excellence when she received the Excellence in 
Education award from Michigan Education 
Association. 
May 5, 1926 - May 11, 2021 State Necrology 

Chair 2021-2023 

3ÁÎÄÒÁ 7Õ×ÅÒÔȟ "ÅÔÁ 2ÈÏ 

Sandra was initiated November 15,  2007.   Sandra 
was the chapterôs Co-First Vice President from 2018 
to 2020.  Sandra presented workshops on reading 
and science to the local chapter, Cascades Council 
and DKG Michigan State. 
Sandra attended the University of Toledo and 
majored in education.  After many career changes 
Sandy attended college at the age of 48.  She 
received a bachelorôs degree in early childhood 
education.  Subsequently, at the age of 56 she 
completed a Masterôs Degree in Early Childhood 
Education, specializing in Literacy.  Her motto was 
ñit is never too late.ò  
She taught at the Smith Road Elementary(SRE) 
School in Bedford, Michigan until her retirement in  
2018. 
Sandy joined the Velvetone Choraliers based in 
Oregon, Ohio.  In addition to periodic concerts, the 
group put on an annual show that had as its primary 
purpose raising money for scholarships that helped 
young people who majored in music. 
December 16, 1951 - March 5, 2021 

Membership 
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  Necrology Committee Suggests Ways to Honor Departed Sisters  

 

When a chapter experiences the death of a member, that chapter always has the opportunity to participate in 
the Ceremony of Life and Remembrance during the Spring Convention provided they have filled out and sent 
in FORM 6.  Often a chapter will also choose to hold a ceremony within the chapter since not all members 
can attend the convention.  If your chapter has a special memorial or a special memorial tradition, please 
share with the Necrology Committee so it can be included in future issues of The Wolverine. 
Many chapters hold their own ceremony at a meeting by reading a poem or other words of inspiration and 
include information about the memberôs participation in DKG.  Chapters may also include information in 
their newsletter. 
Chapters may want to ask the family if they would like to have an abbreviated White Rose Ceremony at the 
funeral services.  Chapter members often attend the family services individually or as a group.  At this time 
(after checking with the family and funeral home), members may be able to share something about their 
DKG sister.   
Some chapters have a dinner to honor their sister or reminisce at a chapter function.   
The Necrology Committee publishes obituaries in The Wolverine.  A copy of the obituary that is published in 
The Wolverine and the commemorative booklet from the Ceremony of Remembrance at the spring 
convention is sent to the family or friend contact.  The chapter may also want to send an obituary they have 
written in their newsletter to the Necrology Committee. 
Whenever the Michigan State Organization learns of the death of a chapter member, we do what we can.  We 
all know how much these women contribute to and care about DKG and its purposes.   
Please send Form 6 to:  Pamela Olech, 2339 Prado Vista, Howell, MI 48843-6820 or you can email me at 
olech@pinckneypirates.org 

Submitted by Pam Olech, Alpha Theta, State Necrology Chair 

White Roses in Memoriam 

Sandra Mason, Alpha Lambda 

Sandy had been a member of Alpha Lambda for 38 
years, she was a former president, treasurer, and 
Chapter Woman of Distinction.  She hosted several 
meetings, she sent birthday cards to all the 
members and her enthusiasm and passion for 
education will be greatly missed. 

Sandy earned her bachelorôs and masters degrees 
from Michigan State University.  She taught in 
special education in Grand Haven, 1st grade in 
Holt and was a Social Worker in East Lansing 
Public Schools.  She and her husband were very 
active MSU Alumni, and were supporters of the 
Jazz program.  Sandy also enjoyed gardening, 
gourmet cooking and singing in choir at University 
United Methodist Church.   

January 26, 1943 - June 26, 2021 

Mary Jean McMaster, Phi  

Mary Jean joined DKG in 1983, she was an active 
member until 2018. 
She served on numerous committees and actively 
participated in DKG functions over her 35 years of 
membership. She was thusly honored as Phi Chapter 
Woman of Distinction in 2008. She was also given the 
DKG Michigan State Lifetime Service Award in 2016. 
Mary Jean earned her Bachelorôs Degree in Education 
from Central Michigan University. Later she earned her 
Masterôs Degree from Michigan State University. She 
taught for the Traverse City Area Public Schools for 
many years until her retirement. 
Mary Jean was an avid reader. She and her husband 
enjoyed snow and water skiing, golfing, traveling to 
National Parks and cruising. 
 

November 9, 1929 ï July 4, 2021 

Membership 
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State Convention Highlights 

DKG Top 10 Chapter Strategies for a Post Pandemic World,  

This session was presented by Dr. Debbie LaBlanc- Northeast Regional Director, Society 
Representative.  While the pandemic has forced us to resort to Zoom meetings, we have missed 
the personal connection our Non-Zoom meetings offer.  How can we connect with our sisters in a 
personal way?  Debbie suggests reaching out to our sisters by mailing a card, package or making a 
phone call.  She also suggested putting a spotlight on our members by inviting them to share 
talents in a meeting as well as writing a small narrative about them and publishing it in a 
newsletter.  While we have all seen too much of the inside of our homes, Debbie suggested 

starting a monthly Wellness Challenge. Debbie referred to the DKG.org website often. Did you know that there 
is a tab on the site for fine arts, speakers, and communities?  Each tab has various things to offer our sisters.  

The second part of her presentation was about The Society International.  Debbie stated that each chapter review 
the strategic plan often and make sure the goals are still relevant.  Debbie also recommended the book, The Will 
to Govern Well, by Tucker, Meyer, Wintz and Crouch.  She again referenced the DKG.org website as a way to 
stay informed. She encouraged us to visit the site often.  

Submitted by Presider Lee Anne Stringer, Mu Chapter 

Pre-convention workshop- Language, Arts, Agency: A Vision for Holistic Learning for 

the Youth of Bangladesh 

Tamoha Binte Siddiqui, DKG Fellowship Recipient presented to 47 participants.  She is a teacher, 
researcher, and poet from Bangladesh continuing her studies at Michigan State University.  She 
educated the group on what the education system is like in Bangladesh.  The countryôs strengths 
include a high level of primary education competition and high adult literacy level rates.  The 
countries weakness includes a high dropout rate at the high school level, an exam driven culture, 
and an educational norm that leaves no room for critical thinking.  Given the current state with 
students becoming more active agents of change for social and political reform in the country,  

Tamoha has developed a program to combat where the current educational system is failing.  In Bangladesh more 
than 17 million students who are currently studying the English language a part of the national curriculum.  The 
problem that Tamoha sees is that the teaching methodologies developed in the Western world and implemented in 
other areas do not work due to the differences.  This can make learning impossible.  Tamoha plans to bring 
personal experiences, meaningful activities, activities with non-linguistic outcomes, a learn by doing approach, and 
meaningful connections into the project to make it successful.  Her project would supplement the national 
curriculum.  She is looking into privatized assistance to collaborate with in order to get her idea implemented. 

Submitted by Presider Joanna Coselman, Alpha Alpha Chapter 

Accepting our Challenge:2021  
Leadership Development Training Session for Chapter Presidents and Officers  

Dot Sample and Jackie Smart truly are inspirational women.  The ladies discussed with us aspects of Good Leaders 
such as they encourage and guide others to meet their potential.  Two key points that the ladies stressed are #1 
Every leader was once a follower and #2 A mature leader is created, not born! 
Leadership Maturity characteristics consist of: Altruism, Accountability, Adaptability, Delegation, 
Communication, Self-confidence, and Authenticity.  Each characteristic was examined and defined with a focus on 
how it helps the membership of DKG. 
The session ended with a sharing from the group as to how they have, as leaders, been keeping the chapter 
members involved during the pandemic.  Some chapters have reported to doing craft projects with members.  
There was a general sharing of experiences on having meetings and keeping members engaged.  Services projects 
and how they have been successful along with successful fundraising has been occurring.  Dot and Jackie did a 
wonderful job engaging and inspiring the leadership to strive to be great leaders! 

Submitted by Presider Joanna Coselman, Alpha Alpha Chapter 
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State Convention Highlights 

Legislative Issues 
Lynn Mason presented an informative session and brought her personal experience as a 
two-time candidate for the Michigan State House of Representatives and her work on the 
Legislative Committee with co-chair Judi Foster to the forefront. 
DKG, in purpose statement #4 has a statement of neutrality with regard to political 
actions (no party stance/priority), which is required for nonprofit status.  DKGôs 
@DKG.US.Forum will take you to information from our organization on voter issues.   
She discussed the importance of teaching students about voting and suggested using a 
mock election by using electronic means. 
Lynn mentioned that the League of Women Voters has resources, with both sides of 
issues addressed, on their website, www.lwvmi.org and a Voting 101 page that goes into 
the vocabulary of voting/elections.  While many people think about the Presidential and 
Gubernatorial elections, the importance of local politics including board of education, 
county commission, city or township positions is also very important.  
With regard to educational issues, she suggested going to the MEA website, 
www.MEA.org or the Michigan Retired School Personnel website.  

(www.drmichelson.org is the website of Dr. David Michelson, MEA lobbyist and has the status of various 
education legislation for the state.) Three current hot topics were discussed:  Gerrymandering/Redistricting (and 
the nonpartisan commission looking at this issue), the Voting Rights Act (HR1) and the history of that legislation, 
and Campaign Finance Reform. 

Submitted by Presider Felicia Naimark, Alpha Alpha  

Roundtable discussion: Education in the Year of the Pandemic 
The presenters were Bernadette Fox Swinkunas, Beta Kappa, Christian Helser(Community 
College Educator), Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta,  Tiffany Sutter, Phi, Sara Foster, 
Beta Sigma, and Dr. Renee Richer, Beta Sigma.  This session was designed to see the 
different struggles that educators all over the state are experiencing with teaching during 
the Pandemic. Questions were submitted from DKG members ahead of the session for the 
presenters to discuss. 
This past year has taught us educators that students are struggling just as much as the 
teachers are.  Several common issues that came up were getting responses from families 
and students, time management for students, the need for encouraged communication, that 
less content is being taught due to the social/emotional needs of students, and the need to 

listen to students (not just their words but their actions and behaviors). . We discovered that the workload 
experienced by teachers differs from district to district.  The main theme that occurred across all levels of 
educators is a feeling of running on empty emotionally.  Tamara Webster chimed in as an administrator and 
reminded the group that administration needs to be more compassionate to its staff and that we will come out of 
this experience having learned something about ourselves and our students. 

Submitted by Presider Joanna Coselman, Alpha Alpha 

Pam Olech, Alpha 
Theta and Ginny Cole, 
Alpha Theta observe 
Lynn Masonôs, Sigma, 
virtual presentation. 

I Collect Secrets  

Laura Ruggles, Sigma shared the results of her lesson plans based on the work of Frank Warren.  
In 2004 Mr. Warren had an idea to distribute postage paid postcards to strangers with simple 
directions to anonymously share their ñsecretsò. He distributed these cards in the Washington D.C. 
area yet ended up receiving cards from all over the nation and the world. As of 2020, he has received 
over one million secrets. Mr. Warren compiled these secrets into a book called The World of 
PostSecret.  
Laura presented the idea to her high school art class and discussed the idea of sharing a ñlightò secret 

with her. A light secret is one that can be shared without the reader having to call the police, social services, etc. 
She discussed the therapeutic value of art and the written word. Laura shared how her teenaged students learned to 
let their ñsecretsò go through the travel of the postcard.  
Laura created an art installation that displayed the postcards she received. Participants watched a short YouTube 
video of Frank Warren discussing the impact the project has had.  PostSecret is an ongoing community project 

Submitted by Presider Kathy Saunders, Alpha Alpha  

Karen Lessnau-Scott, 
Alpha Theta presents. 

http://www.lwvmi.org/
http://www.mea.org/
http://www.drmichelson.org/
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Personal Growth and Services  
Committee Presents  

Chapter Woman of Distinction Awards 
Shaila Jehle, Chair, Alpha Theta 

Chapter Newsletter Awards 

The Communications Committee received 15 newsletter submissions.  In this year of COVID, there was a 
great deal of upheaval and change for all state chapters.  Due to state mandates, social distancing was 
required.  Many chapters met only remotely, online, or outside in open areas wearing masks during seasonal 
weather.  As a result, group activities and interactions have been limited.  Some chapters were very creative 
in carrying on and conducting business as usual as the following examples provide Community Services, 
Scholarships, TED talks, Art, knitting, and sewing groups, Book recommendations and recipes. 
The Newsletters were evaluated using the same scoring guide as 2020-2021. There are a possible 28 points. 
Newsletters submitted were to be published between August 2020 and January 2021.  We continue to utilize 
dkgmicommunications@gmail.com for submissions.  All newsletters were submitted electronically. 
25-28 points or above   EXEMPLARY, 22-24 - OUTSTANDING, 20-21 - PRAISEWORTHY, 20 and below 

- ADMIRABLE 

Each chapter possesses a great deal of diversity, purpose and tenacity to carry on even within a once a 
century pandemic.  Congratulations to all for your submissions.  Our committee is planning to meet this 
summer to update the newsletter process and protocol, and submission process.  Any and all suggestions or 
ideas are welcome. Of course, we are always open to new committee members. 

  Chapter Name     Award        Chapter Name       Award                 Chapter Name            Award             

Gamma          Exemplary          Alpha Alpha        Outstanding        Beta Alpha    Outstanding  
Mu           Exemplary          Alpha Zeta           Exemplary          Beta Lambda   Outstanding  
Omicron          Outstanding        Alpha Xi              Exemplary          Beta Rho    Exemplary 
Upsilon          Praiseworthy      Alpha Rho           Admirable          Gamma Alpha   Exemplary 
Phi          Exemplary          Alpha Omega       Exemplary         Gamma Gamma   Praiseworthy   

Submitted by Ginny Cole, Alpha Theta,  State Communications Chair 
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Michigan State DKG 2019-2021 Longevity Awards 

In Michigan State DKG, we have 42 members with 50-59 years of  membership and 14 members with 60 years or 
more!  Miriam J. Pede, Rho, has been a member for 68 years and Elizabeth Boyle, Omicron has 65 years of member-
ship!  We applaud our longtime members with a longevity award certificate.  The state sends certificates to chapters 
for members with 50, 55, or 60 plus years. Chapters provide anniversary pins for their members if they choose. 

Submitted by Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha  Expansion /Membership Chair 



 

 

State Convention Awards 

2020-2021  

Michigan State Award of the Rose 
The Award of the Rose recognizes chapter 
achievement and excellence.  It encourages chapters 
to participate in state activities and to meet state 
deadlines and goals.  Chapter Presidents were asked 
to apply for recognition by March 15th. 

This year there are 12 chapters honored with the 
Award of the Rose. 

 

 Gamma Alpha Alpha Beta Rho 
 Epsilon Alpha Xi Beta Sigma 
 Mu Alpha Omega Gamma Alpha 
 Omicron Beta Alpha Gamma Theta 

                            Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu,  State President 

2020-2021 Michigan State Presidentôs 
Awards 

The Presidentôs Award is given to those chapters that 
achieve the specific membership goals during the past 
year.  Chapter Presidents were asked to complete the 
application and send it by April 1.  This year there are 
12 chapters earning this award by increasing their 
membership or by retaining, recruiting and reclaiming 
members.  The chapters receiving the Presidentôs 
Award are: 
 
 Chapter  Chapter President 

Gamma  Kathryn Drake 

Epsilon  Sharon Smith 

Mu   Cathy Ayers 

Omicron  Dr. Gedy Love 

Alpha Alpha Joanna Coselman 

Alpha Xi  Julie Kowalski & Lisa Rhea 

Alpha Omega Dr. Lorilyn K. Coggins 

Beta Alpha Julie Pease 

Beta Rho  Kathy Heatherly 

Beta Sigma Debra Pajula  

   June Pauline Hill 

Gamma Alpha Amy Wright & Carole Lower 

Gamma Theta Gari Voss 
 

  Pins available for honoring: 

  Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
  Red letters are on a gold background.  
  The dark areas are raised gold. 
 

  Available at State meetings or via mail with 
  small shipping charge.  Contact J-Jay Pechta. 

jpechta.dkg@comcast.net  

2020-2021 Yearbook Awards 

This year the yearbook committee greatly enjoyed 
learning more about the activities of 14 Michigan 
chapters.  The chapter yearbook was started as a way 
to share Society, state organization, chapter and 
coordinating council information with members.  As 
times change, it has grown to include chapter history, 
programs, special events, member contact 
information, photographs and is a way for chapter 
members to stay connected.   
I would like to thank each of the 14 editors for all of 
their time, hard work and dedication in compiling 
their chapter yearbooks. 
      Chapter                 Name Award 

   Gamma                     Exemplary 
   Epsilon                      Exemplary    
   Mu                         Exemplary    
   Alpha Zeta                 Exemplary     
   Alpha Kappa             Exemplary     
   Alpha Omega            Exemplary    
   Beta Alpha                Praiseworthy 
   Beta Kappa                Exemplary 
   Beta Lambda             Praiseworthy  
   Beta Rho                    Exemplary 
   Beta Sigma                Exemplary    
   Beta Chi                    Exemplary 
   Gamma Alpha           Exemplary 
   Gamma Gamma        Exemplary 

    
 Dr. Elena Ivanova, State 1st Vice President, Yearbook Chair 
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Key Woman Educator Pin 

Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting. 

An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold 

on a black background that is in the center. 

The DKG letters are in red. Gold letters read... 

          ñKEY WOMEN EDUCATORSò 

  

  Pins available for honoring:   

  International Woman of Distinction 



 

 

 Friends of Education 

ñS        .  W        ò 

Delta Kappa Gamma State of Michigan Organization  
Chapter Friend of Education Certificates 2021  

Mu recognized Florisa Fowler for helping to educate people in Flint and Genesee Counties about the Flint 
Water Crisis and promoting education of the deaf.  
Mu recognized Genesee County Medical Society Alliance for supporting children in schools by donating 
books, money for new books and various reading materials for second and third graders for summer reading, 
375 coloring books for the S.A.V.F. project with crayons, sponsoring a ñChildrenôs Poetry Showò and 
hosting a symposium on ñHuman Traffickingò. 
Alpha Omega recognized Tom Haur of Fenton, who serves as a program manager at a fitness foundation 
called the Crim. He is trained in multiple styles of mindfulness techniques of a ñMindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction Program,ò including working with children.  Tom Haur presented a program at a chapter meeting 
without cost.  
Beta Kappa recognized the WISE (Womanôs Information Services) for providing individuals with 
agencies and programs. The volunteers who empower women to be successful parents, workers and 
community members from this organization also provide safe shelter and counseling for battered and 
traumatized women and children.  
Beta Kappa recognized Jane Currie for working to establish and strengthen community collaborations and 
coordinate community services such as Our Brother's Keeper, CMH law enforcement, an online telephone 
Crisis Hotline, Great Start, United Way, and the Mecosta and Osceola Foundation to assist families with 
trauma and basic needs.  
Beta Kappa recognized Amy Bordano who organizes bake sales each month, raffles a quilt yearly for funds 
used toward student enrichment events and recently acquired a grant to create a safe ñcafe style area,ò which 
she painted herself, to redo the schoolsô lunchroom.  
Beta Lambda recognized the Lapeer County Community Foundation who sponsors many programs. The 
LEAF program started a savings account for every Kindergartener in Lapeer County with 25 cents as an 
incentive to encourage saving at an early age.  
Beta Sigma recognized Body Impressions Office Supply and Printing for providing donations that 
support extra-curricular club fundraising efforts in schools, such as graphic design, printing discounts to 
various school clubs, age appropriate supplies, gift certificates for four age groups, teacher discount card 
programs and school supplies for families in need.  
Beta Sigma recognized the Dickinson Area Community Foundation, Tamara Juul, Executive Director. 
DACF, established in 1995, that continues to improve and support the quality of life in the communities and 
education that involves eight school districts by providing scholarships and grants for literacy, science labs, 
learning equipment and partnering with local education leadership, and involving students with the Youth 
Advisory Committee leadership program(YAC)  
Gamma Gamma recognized The Rotary Club of Plymouth for work their members have done for: The 
Starkweather Program for providing high school age students with college scholarships; Sponsoring the Kids 
Against Hunger Food Packaging programs; Creation of the High School ñInternal Programò for Rotary 
causes and projects participation; International Students Exchange Program that supports two schools in 
Ghana; and support of the Plymouth Canton Community Schools IPSEP program that serves handicapped 
preschool students.  
Gamma Gamma recognized Jeanne DeRoache for writing grants and fundraising efforts to keep various 
Rotary Club of Plymouth programs and activities for schools in Plymouth and two schools in Ghana. She 
created her own scholarship for a ñStarkweather Programò student and continues to travel to Ghana to train 
teachers.  

Submitted by Sharon Smith, Epsilon Chapter, DKG Michigan State Organization Second Vice President 
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 International Art 

International Art 
Award winners 
include LtoR, top to 
bottom:  Wondrous 
View by Margaret 
Meehan, Beta Rho,  
Home Sweet Home 
and In Dock by 
Kathleen Rodak, 
Beta Omicron,  One 
Among Many by 
Margaret Meehan,  
Story Posts by 
Bernice Haglund, 
Beta Beta, Serenity 
by Judy Reid, Beta 
Sigma and Tree 
Pose by Linda 
McLean, Beta Chi. 


