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Presidentôs Message 

Rethinking the Ways We Stay in Touch 

As winter approaches, many chapters contemplate an important question: how do 
we stay connected?  Two years ago such a question would have been 
inconceivable.  All our meetings, whether the purpose was to socialize or to 
conduct a business meeting, were held in person.  During the past months, some of 
us felt comfortable to have face-to-face meetings in a park and others chose to 
meet indoors while observing necessary precautions.  However, the pandemic 
continues to force us to rethink the ways we stay in touch without endangering 
each other.  

From your newsletters, I see that many chapters turn to technology.  Online 
meetings, often conducted via Zoom, are becoming more and more popular.  But 
there also are concerns.  Not everyone is computer-savvy.  How can we engage 
those members who don't feel comfortable when it comes to technology?  Another 
issue is the time constraints: Zoom meetings are limited to 40 minutes, unless one 
of your members is an active teacher who can use her school account.  While it is 
possible to sign in again, it involves a few additional steps and causes an 
unwelcome interruption during which some participants may drop out. 

There are possible solutions to these problems.  If you have a member who cannot 
get on Zoom herself, she may be willing to come to a home of a DKG sister who is 
computer-savvy so they can join the meeting together.  In fact, inviting to your 
home two to three people, who do not mind meeting in person, in order to 
participate in a Zoom session with the rest of the chapter may be a great way to 
enhance the fellowship aspect of the meeting. 

What about those chapters that don't have access to a Zoom account through 
school?  They are welcome to use the DKG state organization account.  If you 
wish to do so, please contact the state webmaster Tamara Webster 
(twebster@lawtoncs.org) in advance.  Last minute requests may not be possible to 
accommodate. 

How often should a chapter meet?  Depending on your situation, you may choose 
to have only four meetings a year, which is required by DKG bylaws.  However, 
staying in touch during the pandemic when social interactions are limited is very 
important to all of us.  Consider such options as sending cards, showing your 
appreciation to the active teachers in your chapter by sending them gift cards, and 
regularly calling older members.  

Continued on page 2 
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Most importantly, have fun, engaging meetings.  There is so much talent 
in our organization!  Do you know your sisters' hobbies and passions?  
Ask them to share their pet projects, maybe to conduct an art-making or a 
cooking workshop, to talk about a favorite book or an exciting trip.  Have 
a joint meeting with another chapter, maybe a chapter in a different part 
of the state - online communication makes it possible. 

As I read newsletters and visit chapters, I am constantly impressed by the 
wide range of activities and projects that you come up with.  It seems that 
the limitations imposed on us by the pandemic unleashed the spirit of 
creativity and imagination.  I look forward to hearing more about your 
amazing work! 

Submitted by DKG Michigan President, Dr. Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi 

Congratulations to Dr. Catherine L. Meyer-Looze, Phi 

Dr. Catherine L. Meyer-Looze, Phi, had an article 
published in the Volume 87-5 issue of Delta Kappa 
Gamma Bulletin.  Her article was titled ñA Regional 
Case Study:  Effective Administrator Feedback to Inform 
Teacher Performance.ò   
Dr. Meyer-Looze is an Associate Professor in Education 
at Grand Valley State University.  The focus in her study 

was trying to identify the types of feedback administrators give to 
teachers.  When the state of Michigan implemented a teacher evaluation 
system in 2015 the goal was to help get more effective teachers in the 
classroom in order to improve student achievement.  In Dr. Meyer-
Loozesôs study, along with her colleague, Dr. Rick Vandermulen, they 
noticed that while many teachers have been rated ñEffectiveò or ñHighly 
Effective,ò that has not translated into an increase in student  achievement.  
She and her colleague went further to try to figure out why the 
achievement did not occur, by looking at the feedback administrators 
provided.  If you missed reading her article, you can find it at dkg.org, 
under Delta Kappa Gamma Bulletin, Volume 87-5, Summer, 2021. 
The next journal submission is due on March 1, 2022 and the featured 
theme for the journal is ñSchools Fostering a More Equitable Worldò.  
More information on upcoming topics and deadlines can be found at 
dkg.org.  Congratulations Dr. Meyer-Looze! 



 

History of Delta Kappa Gamma 
During the current tumultuous times in our country and the world, we can look back to 
what December 7, 1941, meant to our country and to our families.  My mother-in-law lost 
her youngest brother on that day of infamy at Pearl Harbor.   
In November, 1941, at the National Convention, Mrs. Ruth Bryan Rohdes gave one of the 
leading addresses to the women of Delta Kappa Gamma on the subject.  ñThis Democracy 
of Ours.ò  Mrs. Rohdes was the daughter of William Jennings Bryan and was a former 
member of the United States Congress (first woman representative from the South and 
representing Florida) and Ambassador to Denmark (first woman to be appointed as an 
ambassador).  Mrs. Rohdes belonged not only to Florida, West Virginia and Washington 
D.C., but to our entire nation.  She was a citizen in whom her audience of Delta Kappa 

Gamma and all other women in our country could feel an especial pride.  Her matchless eloquence held the 
audience spellbound.  As testimony to the looming threat, which came to fruition on December 7th, Mrs. 
Rohde was called away from the convention to return to Washington to aid in work for National Defense. 

Submitted by Lynne Elsesser, Gamma Alpha,  History/Historical Documents Chairperson   
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Parliamentary Moment:   
A Motion to Lay on the Table  

The motion, Lay on the Table, is the highest ranking subsidiary motion.  Its purpose is to tem-
porarily set aside a pending motion to take care of something that is deemed urgent. This mo-
tion is less about the business being taken care of than about the assembly needing to handle 
something else immediately. It takes precedence over all other subsidiary motions. 

This motion is often misused when the intent is to delay the business under consideration or to kill a motion. 
If the intent is to delay consideration so more information can be gathered, or some other reason, then the mo-
tion to Postpone to a Certain Time is in order, if the intent to kill the motion, then the motion to Postpone In-
definitely should be used. 
The motion lay on the table cannot interrupt a speaker who has the floor, must be seconded, is not debatable 
and requires a majority vote. If the motion laid on the table isnôt taken from the table by the next regular 
meeting, the motion dies. 

Gloria Richards, Nu Chapter, State Parliamentarian 

Calling All Chapters to Select Their Chapter Woman of Distinction 

Now is the time to submit your chapterôs choice for Chapter Woman of Distinction. The 
criteria is decided by your chapter. It may be someone who has received an honor at her 
school, a retiree who does volunteer work or a member who has contributed much to her 
chapter. Honorees will be recognized at the Sunday morning Awards Breakfast at our State 
Convention in Port Huron.   Forms are available on the state website, dkgmichigan.org, or I 

will send you one by snail mail. Please submit by March 15, 2022. They may be submitted online or sent to 
me at: Cathy Ayers, 3302 Westwood Parkway, Flint, MI   48503 

  Pins Available for honoring:  Michigan 

  Chapter Woman of Distinction. 
    Red letters are on a gold background.   

  The dark areas are raised gold. 

  Available at State meetings or via mail with 

  small shipping charge.    

Contact J-Jay Pechta  at jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

Key Woman Educator Pin 

Pin shows gold laurel leaves with a diamond setting. 

An open red rose with green leaves outlined in gold 

on a black background in the center. 

The DKG letters are in black.  Gold letters read... 

          ñKEY WOMEN EDUCATORS.ò 

Submitted by Cathy Ayers, Mu,  
State Personal Growth and Services Chair 
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Do Not Miss Out On  
Opportunities for Scholarships and Grants 

Delta Kappa Gamma has 
competitive scholarships at both the 
State and International levels. There 
are grants for educators working on a 
graduate degree, retaining, or 
seeking an additional endorsement in 
education. The DKG Educational 

Foundation grants more than $150,000 each year to 
support creative projects, seminars, and professional 
development. 
Michigan State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International offers non-competitive grants to 
attend the International Convention. This year the Jane 
Goudreault Memorial Grant will offer two grants for 
partial reimbursement of the registration fee to first 
timers to attend the International Convention in New 
Orleans in July. The International Convention Grant is 
also available, one time only, to partially cover the cost 
of the registration fee for the 2022 International 
Convention. One member from every chapter is eligible. 
Two $1,000 scholarships, two $500 scholarships for 
retaining or additional endorsements, and one $800 
scholarship for graduate study may be awarded at the 
Spring Convention. Information and application forms 
are on the Michigan State Organization website: 
dkgmichigan.org; see ñState formsò under ñResources.ò 
Please contact the committee chair for help and 
questions. You may also check with your chapter 
president or the website for the guidelines in the State 
Bylaws and Standing Rules publication. Scholarship 
applications need to be submitted by April 1st. A plan of 
study and proof of acceptance at a college/university is 
required. 
Guidelines and application forms for the International 
grants and scholarships can be found online at 
www.dkg.org. There are scholarships available from 
$2,000 to $10,000 for educational enrichment and help in 
funding additional degrees. 
At the close of the Fall Conference, we have several 
drawings. Because this yearôs Fall Conference was 
virtual, there was no Kathy Cashen Grant 50/25/25 raffle. 
Also, no drawing was held for member registration to be 
paid from the Member-to-Member drawing. 
 
 
                                    Mary Oram, Gamma Chapter, State Scholarship Chair  

7511 Wadding Drive, Onsted, MI 49265 
gardenatthelake@comcast.net 
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Articles Wanted  
For The Wolverine about: 

Chapter News 
Events/Celebrations 

Program Ideas and Resources Good Works 
Pictures with captions 
Spring Issue Deadline 
February 1, 2022 

e-mail-wadedkgmi@gmail.com 

Membership Increases 
Congratulations!  We have added eight new 
or reinstated members to our membership 
since July!  Our total membership is 
currently 1,219.  We need to keep it 
up.  Remember how proud you were to be 
invited to join?  Someone thought you were 
an exceptional educator.  That is also what 
we need to convey to our newest 

prospects.  Tell them what an honor it is to be a 
member of our group and how wonderful it is to 
recognize their excellence. 
Recently, I sent certificates of membership 
(formerly called longevity) to our presidents for 
members achieving milestones in the last two 
years.  These certificates (for 40, 45, 50, 55, and 
60+ years) are normally given to those recipients 
who attend the convention.  Since we have had no 
face-to-face meetings, everybody wins!  Hopefully, 
weôll go back to normal this Spring. 
Also, submit your applications for Lifetime 
Service Awards to the immediate past president 
(Ranae) well before convention.  This application is 
found on our state website under state forms.  This 
award goes to those who have been members for 50 
years and/or have reached 80 years of age.  Keep up 
the good work! 

Cindy Dietz, Gamma Alpha, Expansion/Membership Chair 

Attention DKG Members SCAM 
ALERT!! 

During the past months, some of us received 
messages, supposedly from our state officers, asking 
for donations, such as gift cards, money, etc.  THIS 
IS A SCAM. DKG will NEVER ask you for 
anything like that.  If you get an email or a text 
message, supposedly from someone you know, 
asking for money or informing you that you have 
money coming to you, do not respond and NEVER 
open the attachment or the link. In case you need to 
verify this information, contact the person who has 
allegedly sent you the message using a different 
method of communication: by phone, by emailing 
them to the address that you know, by sending a 
message via Facebook or Messenger. 

Submitted by President Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi 
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Anniversary Pins  available for sale.  Cost $9.00 each, shipping extra.   

To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta,  jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

Bright Gold 

NEW Diamond Shape 
 

Black 
background with 
Gold Inlay.   
A diamond gem 
for that special 
member can be 

awarded by the Chapter or 
State  as a special award.   The 
pin reads International Society 
for  Key Women Educators. 

Bright Gold 

Bright Copper Antique Gold 

Bright Gold    Bright Gold 

Bright Silver 

Bright Gold 

   Bright Gold Antique Copper 

Women in the Arts 
When life seems to offer only stress and anxiety what do you do? You head to the lake! Higgins Lake that 
is.  October 15-17, 36 masked ladies with glue guns in hand gathered at MacMullan Center on Higgins Lake 
for Women in the Arts.  Our traditional arts-themed conference offered craft sessions, walking trails, lots of 
snacks and much missed camaraderie.  Sessions led by talented DKG members included Gnome Trees,          
T-Shirt Yarn Weaving, a Witchôs Hat Centerpiece, Card Making, Book Folding, Jewelry Making, Moravian 
Stars, Little Paper Boxes, Leaf Prints, a Felt Wreath, Mondrian Inspired Art and Salt Painting. 
The weekend peaked Saturday night with after dinner skits followed by Wine and SôMores at the fire 
pit.  Thank you Amy Wright and Pam Husson for the individually packaged gourmet selections! 
Co-Chairs Claire Rettenmund and Kathy OôNeill express our thanks to all who have helped make our tenure a 
pleasant one. Next yearôs Women in the Arts promises new experiences with in-coming chairs Jean Buller 
and Nancy Walters.  You wonôt want to miss it. 

Submitted By;  Kathy OôNeill, Alpha Omega chapter, Co-Chair 2021 Women in the Arts 

[ŜƊΥ /ŀǊŜƴ 9ǊƛŎƪǎƻƴΣ ƎǳŜǎǘΣ wŀƴŀŜ 
.ŜȅŜǊƭŜƴΣ !ƭǇƘŀ aǳ ŀƴŘ [ƛȊ 
±ŀƴ²ŜǎǘŜƴōŜǊƎΣ DŀƳƳŀ DŀƳƳŀΣ  ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŘǎΦ 
wƛƎƘǘΥ  [ƻǊƛƭȅƴ /ƻƎƎƛƴǎΣ {Ƙŀƛƭŀ WŜƘƭŜ Σ !ƭǇƘŀ 
¢ƘŜǘŀ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜƴŀ LǾŀƴƻǾŀΣ .Ŝǘŀ /ƘƛΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ aƻƴŘǊƛŀƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ 

All 36 participants 
reported having a 
great time!   Members 
from all over 
Michigan joined in 
the fun for the 
weekend.  Above is a 
picture of the leaf art 
project. 
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Attention DKG Michigan! 
When you hear, ñState Woman of Distinction,ò of what qualities do you think?  I think of service to DKG; 
leadership roles in professional organizations, outstanding personal characteristics and awards.  The Personal 
Growth and Services Committee is seeking nominations for this yearôs candidate.  The nomination form is 
available on the state website, dkgmichigan.org, or I can send you one via snail mail.  The DKG Michigan 
State Organization Woman of Distinction will be announced and honored at the Presidentsô Banquet during 
the Spring Convention in Port Huron. Please submit by March 15, 2022 in order to allow time for judging 
and award preparation.  They may be submitted online or sent to me at: Cathy Ayers, 3302 Westwood 
Parkway, Flint, MI   48503 

 Submitted by Cathy Ayers, Mu, State Personal Growth and Services Chair 

 Wilma Adams Fund 

The Wilma Adams Fund was established in memory of a long-time DKG member, who served 
as state treasurer from 1955 until 1981.  Miss Adams was called an honest, sincere, and 
thoughtful person by those who knew her.  She was a junior high mathematics teacher became a 
member of Mu Chapter, Flint just one year after the chapter was organized.  The purposes of this 
fund is to help chapters fund community service projects, or money making activities, and to 
provide emergency assistance for members.  The maximum amount a chapter can receive is 

$300.  Chapters may request money for projects at anytime during the year.  An application can be found on 
the state website.  For additional send an email to:  dkgwilmaadams@gmail.com  
Look for the Wilma Adams Fund table in the Marketplace during our next convention and help support this 
fund by purchasing items provided. 

Submitted by Marilyn Hopkins, Mu, Co-Chair Wilma Adams Fund  

Friend of Education Award 

 Has a group or individual gone above and beyond to support education in your 
community?  Has your chapter made a Friend of Education nomination recently?  Your 
own chapter must establish the criteria, then nominate and finally confirm this 
honor.   The Michigan State Organization will provide a Friend of Education Certificate 
which you can then present to the recipient. 
 The nominee can not be an educator or working in education.  You can nominate either 

an individual or a group.  Chapters are allowed to make more than one nomination. 
 Go to the state website  :  http://www.dkgmichigan.org  at Friend of Education to complete the form and for 
more information.  If you have not received a response in a timely manner please email me.  Claire 
Rettenmund, cebirder@yahoo.com. 

Submitted by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha Omega Chapter, State Second Vice President  

Strategic Planning for Chapters Entering a New Biennium 
All chapters will soon begin a new biennium on July 1, 2022. Has your chapter discussed and evaluated their 
current Strategic Plan?  As new officers take over, now is a perfect time to talk about where your chapter is at 
the present time, where members wish to see the chapter headed into the new biennium, and how do we get 
there.  The plan is an organized way to select and implement goals that can strengthen your chapter. 
When planning meetings and programs for the next biennium, chapters should consider building in time to 
discuss their action plan at a meeting, via email or through personal communication.  The decisions and goals 
should come from all chapter members.   
Your plan does not need to be complex or lengthy.  Select three objectives that are important, and reachable.  
On the State DKG website under Resources you can find a Sample outline for a Strategic Plan with sugges-
tions on how to complete this task.  Please reach out to our committee if you have questions or need help by 
contacting jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 
The Michigan Strategic Planning Committee is asking that each chapter submit their new or updated Strategic 
Action Plan by December 1, 2022.   

Submitted by J-Jay Pechta, Gamma Chapter, Strategic Planning Committee Chair 

mailto:dkgwilmaadams@gmail.com
http://www.dkgmichigan.org/
mailto:jpechta.dkg@comcast.net


 

 

State Conventionï Kalamazoo 

NEED A ROOMMATE? 

Are you going to the State Convention? 
Do you need a roommate? 

If you plan to attend any DKG function and need an 
overnight roommate, contact Executive Secretary, 
Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, docbeeb@ameritech.net.  She 
will try to pair you up with someone else in the 
same situation. 

Call for Speakers at the  
DKG Michigan Convention 

What was your chapter doing during the 
past year? How did you stay in touch? 
Did you find a way to continue some of 
the projects you used to do? If you were 
teaching, what issues did you 
encounter? Please share your experience 

with your DKG sisters at the spring convention. Do a 
breakout session on your own or join a panel 
discussion.  If interested, please contact Karen 
Lessnau-Scott by email 
at dkglessnauscott@gmail.com.   

The convention may be a live or a virtual one. Please 
be assured that the health of our members is our first 
priority and we will hold a live convention ONLY in 
case public gatherings are considered safe. 

Submitted by Karen Lessnau-Scott, Alpha Theta 
State 1st Vice-President  

 

Michigan State Organization Convention 
Chapter/Committee Sales Application 

Saturday, May 7th at the Delta Hotel Kalamazoo 

Chapter/Committee:________________________ 

Topic: (Sales table or type of exhibit) *Note: bring all 

supplies needed to set up your 6-8 foot sales table 

Person(s) in charge____________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ________________________________ 

Phone _______________________________________ 

Email _______________________________________ 

Cost per table $15.  Make checks payable to Delta 
Kappa Gamma - Return by April 1, 2022 to:  

Nancy Higgins, 11305 Island Lake Road 

Dexter, MI 48130, nhigs@aol.com 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

Michigan State Convention Schedule 

Delta Hotel by Marriott 

ñGrowing Stronger Through Challengeò  
 

May 6 - May 8, 2022 
 

Friday, May 6, 2022 

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM     Convention Registration (Closed during  
      Executive Board/General Membership meeting) 

5:45 PM  Presidentsô Emeritae Dinner 

5:45PM - 7:15 PM  Buffet Dinner 

6:45 PM - 7:45 PM  Pre-convention Session  

7:30 PM - 7:55 PM  First-Timersô Orientation 

8:00 PM - 10:00 PM    Combined Executive Board/General 
  Membership Meeting 

        All members are expected to attend and guests are invited. 

 Processional Rehearsal for Chapter Presidents 

 Social Time, Coordinating Councils Meet 
 

Saturday, May 7, 2021 

  6:45  AM - 7:45 AM Aqua Fitness Fun 

  8:00 AM - 4:30 PM Convention Registration 

  6:45 AM - 8:15 AM Breakfast Time 

8:00 AM - 3:20 PM Funding Our Purposes Auction, Chapter 
 Sales and Informational Display (Closed 
 during the General Membership Meeting) 

 

  8:50 AM - 10:30 AM       General Membership Meeting 

 All members and guests are invited to attend. 

   9:30 AM - 10:30 AM  Keynote Speech, DKG Nita R. Scott 

10:45 AM -11:45 AM  First Workshop Sessions 

11:55 AM -12:55 PM Second Workshop Sessions 

  1:00 PM  -  2:00 PM Buffet Lunch Opportunity 

  2:10 PM  -  3:10 PM Third Workshop Sessions 

  3:20 PM  -  4:20 PM Fourth Workshop Sessions 

  3:30 PM  -  4:30 PM Corsage Pick-up at Registration 

  5:30 PM  -  6:30 PM Cash Bar 

  6:15 PM Presidentsô Procession and Head  
 Table Line-up 

  6:30 PM  - 10:00 PM Presidentsô Banquet   

All members and guests are invited to attend. 

 Michigan State Rosebud Chorus 

 Distinguished Service Award  

 Michigan State Woman of Distinction 
 Presentation 
 

Sunday, May 8, 2021 

7:30 AM -  9:00 AM Convention Registration 

8:00 AM -  8:45 AM Celebration of Life and Remembrance 

 All members and guests are invited to attend. 

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Awards Brunch: 

 Foundersô Celebration 

 Executive Board Reconvened 
 Evaluations 
 Funding Our Purposes Auction 
 Announcements 

 Delta Kappa Gamma Song 

 Awards Pick-up  

12:10 PM   Program of Work Committee Meeting 
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 State Convention  Kalamazoo 

Iôve Got a Gal in Kalamazoo:  
Top Twelve Reasons to Attend DKG Executive Board 

and Spring Convention 
Weôre hoping to have 150 DKG sisters in Kalamazoo for 
our first, post-pandemic, in-person DKG MI Executive 
Board Meeting and Convention.  What are some good 
reasons to attend? 

1.  This spring, join us a beautifully refurbished hotel:  The Delta Marriott!  
2.  Just think, no cooking or cleaning for the whole weekend.  When was the last time you had that? 
3.  Karen-Lessnau Scott (Alpha Theta), DKG MI First Vice President, has worked up a fantastic program 
of pre-convention and convention events and she knows you are going to love them. 

4.  Free SCECHs.  Thatôs right, theyôre free.  On us, not you, free for all the active teachers who want 
them! 

5.  Perks for first timers, so bring one and youôll get a perk, too!  Letôs all have perks.   
6.  Visit your alma mater, Western Michigan University.  Not an alumna?  Thatôs ok, everyoneôs a Bronco 
when in Kalamazoo.  Also check out Kalamazoo Valley Community College or Kalamazoo College 
Campus. 

7.  Free parking!  Itôs like Monopoly only its DKGopoly.  Free SCECHs, free parking AND perks! 
8.  You are going to love the pool.  Itôs spacious, lots of room for social distancing, and for our own water 
aerobics Saturday morning. 

9. You can spend some time in Kalamazooôs shopping district, the USôs first outdoor pedestrian mall. 
10.  You can learn about the history of the area by travelling to the historic placards in Kalamazoo.  
11.  On Sunday, youôre less than an hour away from Michigan Meccas on our West Coast. 
12.  Kalamazoo is just a short hop away from the world-famous Tulip Festival in Holland, MI!     

A Reflection on Kalamazoo History 

Kalamazoo has a long history of human habitation, starting back in the 8th century, with 
Native Americans in the Hopewell society, followed by the Potawatomi culture, who were 
present when the first Europeans arrived.  The cityôs name is of Potawatomi origin.  The area 
was then inhabited by farmers, who needed the infrastructure of a city to thrive.  Kalamazoo 
factories produced many products during the industrial revolution, including windmills, 

musical instruments, buggies and cars, cigars, stoves, and paper, which was very common along rivers in 
midwestern towns with access to virgin forests.  Allied Paper employed 1.300 people in the 1960s but closed 
once the forests were cleared.     
Famous Gibson Guitars were first created there, which is probably why Kalamazoo had a reputation as a 
music venue for many years.  Later Gibson relocated to Memphis, TN and Bozeman, MT.  Checker Motors of 
the Checker Taxi-Cab converted to a sheet metal stamper until the recession closed it in 2009. 

Kalamazoo houses many of Michiganôs blind peopleôs opportunities.  Blind students are sent to the Bureau of 
Services for Blind Persons (BSBP) Training Center.  Kalamazoo also hosts the Michigan Commission for the 
Blind and Western Michigan University hosts the Blindness and Low Vision Studies program.  Its orientation, 
mobility, and vision rehabilitation therapy personnel preparation programs are the longest-running programs 
in the US.  
W. K. Kellogg Biological Station (KBS) is on Gull Lake in Kalamazoo County.  KBS is an extension of MSU 
and allows public visits Wednesday through Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm.   Plainwell on 131 just north of 
Kalamazoo, has a local dairy that makes a mighty big and delicious ice cream cone. .   
The region has history of sanatoriums and that, along with the excellent farming in the region, led to the 
founding of cereal factories in Kalamazooôs little sister town of Battle Creek.  
Come see what Kalamazoo has to show you in the Spring. 

 Submitted by Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu, State Executive Secretary  
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Upcoming Events  

  
 
 
 
 

Professional Affairs 
Committee Calling 
Presiders  To Help At  
DKG Convention 

Planning on attending the State 
Convention in Kalamazoo?  The 
Professional Affairs Committee 
can use your help and talents.   
Presiding a session is fun, exciting 
and easy.   You introduce the 
presenter, pass out any handouts, 
stamp SCECH forms, and write a 
brief summary of your impressions 
of the session for the Wolverine.  
If you are interested in presiding 
over a session at the State 
Convention in Kalamazoo MI., 
please contact me.  Your 
willingness to volunteer as a 
presider will help to ensure that the 
session will run smoothly and 
successfully. 
If you would like to assist with 
any session, please let me know.   
I look forward to hearing from 
many of you.   

Carol Dean, Pi Chapter, Professional 
Affairs Committee Chair.    

Email goes here 

International Guest at the 
Michigan Convention in 

Kalamazoo 
DKG 
International 
Executive 
Secretary, Nita 
Scott will by 
our guest at the 
Michigan 
Convention in 

Kalamazoo.  Nita has served as 
Executive Secretary since 2018.  
She is an experienced educator 
and taught secondary 
mathematics and business in 
Tennessee and Arkansas.  Nita 
was initiated in 2005 and  served 
her chapter as president and 
strategic action committee chair.  
At the Tennessee state level she 
was a member of the membership 
committee and served as financial 
advisor to the convention steering 
committee.  During her 
membership she has conducted 
workshops at state organization, 
regional and international 
conventions. 
Nita has a bachelors in Business 
Administration and a Master of 
Science in Education with a 
concentration in Educational 
Leadership.  Nita uses data as a 
tool to enable Society leadership 
in marketing the Society and 
building membership.  She serves 
as a liaison for the International 
Membership Expansion, Golden 
Gift Fund, Educators Award and 
Educational Excellence 
Committees.  
Nita and husband, James, live in 
the countryside outside of Austin 
with five horses, four dogs, a cat 
and a small herd of cattle. 
Welcome to Michigan Nita! 

Getting Ready for the 
Presidentsô Procession 

On the Saturday night of our DKG 
State Convention in May, chapter 
presidents will participate in the 
March of the Roses; please register 
at the state website under ñForms.ò 
Submitted by Dr. Ranae Beyerlein, Alpha Mu 

State Immediate Past President 
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Upcoming Events 

Jan.15 - Feb. 15 - Submissions to 
the DKG Arts and  Humanities 
Spring Gallery due  

February 1 - Submissions to the 
Wolverine due  

February 1 - International 
Scholarship DKGIEF  Project 
applications due   

February 15th - Annual Reports 
due 
 

Upcoming Webinar on Social 
Media: C&M Module  -January 
29, 2022, 12 p.m. EST  

Join an informative panel, 
including a webmaster as well as 
Facebook, Instagram, and  Twitter 
editors to expand your knowledge 
of social  media.  
Link to join the webinar:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/85623462042?  
pwd=NEJLVng5d3dXWGxiNCtzd
WluMVZXQT09 email President 
Elena Ivanova for the passcode to 
join. 



 

 

Membership 

 

Visit the DKG Michigan State Organization Website, www.dkgmichigan.org for: 

Ʒ Kalamazoo Convention Forms     ƷScholarship and Grant-in-aid Applications 

ƷPresidentôs Newsletters     ƷChapter Resource Section 
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In Honor of/or in 
Remembrance  

of our beloved chapter and state 
Society members. Chapters and individual members 
can give memorials and gifts to the following DKG 

Michigan State Organization Funds: 

§ Kathy Cashen Regional Conference Fund 

§ Katherine Keeling Professional Development 
Fund 

§ Jane Goudreault Memorial Grant Fund  

§ Betsey Cooper Leadership Development Fund 

§ Presidentôs International Convention Fund 

§ International Educational Foundation 

§ Member Supporting Member Fund 

§ World Fellowship Fund 

§ International Emergency Fund 

*Contributions should be sent to State Treasurer, Liz VanWestenberg  -  

(see contact information on page 2) 

Sigma 

Petra Laux 

Shelby S. McIntyre 

Kristen L. Rutter 

 

Omega 

Linda Briguglio 

*Kyra D. Hickey 

 

Alpha Alpha 

*C. Maureen Hearn 

Lisa Eikey 

Pamela Pfeiffer 

 

 

Alpha Epsilon 

*Sharon Cressman 

*Robyn Krawczak 

 

 

Alpha Rho 

Robin Frisch Gleason 

 

Gamma Gamma 

Carol Huseltine 

 

* Reinstated 

H - Honorary 

 

   A Special Welcome  
    to Michigan State Initiates 

 

White Roses in Memoriam 

Dr. Norma Hungerford, Epsilon 
 

Norma an active member of the Epsilon chapter before becoming a reserve member of 
Epsilon..   
Norma attended Western Michigan College (now WMU) where she earned a BS in elementary 
education (with minors in Art, Biology, English and History).  She began her career in 
education in Grand Haven, MI, teaching early elementary for two years, high school level 
Sunday school classes and was a Campfire Girl Troup Leader.   Norma earned her Master 
Degree at WMU.  Upon completing her Masterôs, Norma taught at the University Campus 
School until being asked by the Dean to become a Board of Trusteeôs appointed faculty 

member at WMU, teaching college undergrads and grads in the College of Education who were preparing to 
become teachers.  Norma attended Michigan State for seven years, earning her PhD.  She taught until 1988. 
Norma was honored numerous times for her outstanding leadership in education and she volunteered in every 
community she lived.  She leaves a legacy of love and joy of life to her family, friends and the thousands of 
students whose lives she helped shape.  
November 1, 1931 - December 16, 2020. 



 

 

Membership 

     Chapter Presidents and Membership Chairs 
 

It is very important that the chapters send Form 6 immediately following the death of 
a chapter member.  No information can be shared in  The Wolverine until this form is 
received.   

There are many members whose deaths are observed in chapter newsletters but the 
editor cannot list them in The Wolverine until Form 6 is sent by the chapter to: 
Pamela Olech (Alpha Theta) 
2339 Prado Vista Lane 
Howell, MI  48843-6820 
polech1950@gmail.com 

 

 

White Roses in Memoriam 
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 Dr. Melba Ellen Herbek, Alpha Xi 

 

Melba was initiated on May 1, 1986.  Melba always felt it an honor to be among her fellow educators at 
DKG.  Melba served on various committees such as the correspondence and the sunshine committee. She was 
the chapter Women of Distinction in 2003. 

Melba attended Montmorency County Normal and taught in one room country schools while working to attain 
her Bachelorôs Degree at Central Michigan University.  Melba worked as a teacher for Hillman Public 
Schools for 32 years, retiring in 1992.  Melba was listed in Whoôs Who among American Teachers and 
received the Hillman Alumni of the Year Award in 2010.   
Melba was a member of St. Marks Episcopal Church.  Melba enjoyed crochet, traveling, and spending time 
with family.  Melba practiced kindness to others and especially loved children.  Alpha Xi members along with 
her husband, children and great grandchildren will cherish her memory. 

 

April 30, 1936 - November 30, 2020. 

Karen Janette Smith, Omicron 

 

Karen was initiated in 1998.  She was an active member in her chapter, especially enjoying the 
meeting where they made apple pies every year for the John George Mens Assisted Living 
Home in Jackson.  She cherished her affiliation with DKG, continuing to pay dues even when 
she could not actively participate. 

Karen was a graduate of Jackson High School and Western Michigan University.  Karen was an 
educator for 38 years in the Jackson Public School System.  Her last twelve years of teaching 
were spent as a second grade teacher at Cascades Elementary School.  According to a former 

principal, ñI never heard her raise her voice.  She loved children with grace and patience.ò 
Karen was a member of the First Presbyterian Church, a member of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Jackson Womenôs Club and MARSP. 
 

May 9, 1950 - July 26, 2021 

tŀƳ hƭŜŎƘ 
{ǘŀǘŜ bŜŎǊƻƭƻƎȅ 
/ƘŀƛǊ 
 нлнм-нлно 

There are some who bring a light so great to the world,                                                          

that even after they have gone the light remains. 
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Congratulations Mildred Hofer, Beta Sigma Chapter  
2021 Recipient DKG Lifetime Service Award 

DKG Beta Sigma Chapter is proud to announce that member, Mildred (Millie) Hofer, has 
been awarded the Lifetime Service Award from DKG Michigan State Organization on 
September 11, 2021.   This award honors members for their long-time commitment and 
contributions to education.                     
Millieôs background includes a RN Degree from Bellin School of Nursing and a 
B.S.Degree from NMU in Nursing.   She worked as a psychiatric, pediatric and public 
health nurse throughout her 40+ year career.  As a public health nurse and a teaching 
nurse, she was tasked by the CDC to teach at schools, community centers, clinics, 
hospitals, and private companies regarding the spread and protection of HIV.  As a 

psychiatric nurse and Director of Healthcare at Northpointe Behavioral Healthcare System, Millie was in 
charge of all of the universal precaution teaching and education of all employees.  She continually educated 
her staff and employees, and numerous community groups on the awareness and signs of mental illness, 
procedures on how and when to report to a medical professional, and the resources and treatments 
available.  She educated community and private business groups about the Mental Health Crisis Line.  She is 
an active member on community boards and charities in the Menominee area:  Northpointe Board of 
Directors, UPHS Home Care Advisory Board, Board of Directors for CASA, and the homeless shelter. 

Millie grew up in the country of Germany.   She has been married for 62 years to Ken Hofer and 60 years 
ago, moved to the Stephenson, MI area.  Millie has 2 children;  son Chris Hofer, was a successful teacher and 
coach, and he retired after a 30+ year career in Kingsford Michigan,  and Catherine, a teacher who worked 
for many years in Bali and Qatar, and now teaches elementary school in Marinette, WI.  
Millie is a dependable, hard-working, positive woman who is always willing to help in any way that she 
can.   To quote Beta Sigma  member Susan Seidl,  ñMillie treats each of us as if we were the only one in the 
room and is like sunshine on a rainy day.ò Millie continues to dedicate her efforts to promote humanity and to 
work towards peace in the world.  ñShe is proof that we are all created equal and the world needs to adapt.ò 

Submitted by Debra Pajula, Co-President Beta Sigma 

Eileen Scott, Mu Chapter Woman of Distinction, 2021 

In this year of Covid, with its enormous changes, we also face the challenges of isolation, 
social distancing, masks, and Zoom. Leaders find ways to keep us organized and moving 
forward.  There are others who quietly and faithfully support our various efforts to cope, to 
sweeten up warm places, to add moments of camaraderie. This bit of brightness is our own 
Eileen Scott.  Her face and voice are part of our Mu meetings, her praise and encouragement 
show up when questions are asked, and suggestions are made. She participates enthusiastically. 
She is there, dependably, always a positive presence. Eileen was invited to be a charter member 

of Alpha Pi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma in 1958, the same year she gave birth to the first of three sons.  
She grew up in Flint starting school at Cook Elementary and graduating from Northern High School.  Eileenôs 
mother was a Flint teacher, too, as well as a coach for girlsô basketball. Eileen first taught Kindergarten at 
Lewis Elementary.  When she retired, Eileen was teaching third grade at Neithercut Elementary School.  
Eileen has long been active in family, community, church, and profession. In Delta Kappa Gamma she held 
offices and served on committees, at state and chapter levels.  She attended many conferences and workshops, 
gaining and offering wise insights over the years.  When Alpha Pi was dissolved, Eileen transferred to Mu 
Chapter where she enriched our meetings with interesting Minutes of History of Delta Kappa Gamma.  She 
served as hostess, provided rides to meetings, welcomed new members, and sent notes to members.  Eileen is 
an important part of the foundation of Delta Kappa Gamma.  She is a treasure in our chapter today.  We are 
delighted to applaud her today as 2021 Mu Chapter Woman of Distinction. 

Submitted by Cathy Ayers, Mu Chapter President 



 

 

Chapter News 
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Gathering Again 
Cascades Council met November 6th, 2021 
at the Jackson Country Club.  At the meeting 
they honored long time members for 25-27 
years of membership.  They had three 
professional collectors sharing their 
treasures.  Corner presentations included 
ñPerfumesò with Dr. Marie Baxter, 

Omicron, she spoke about the bottles of perfumes and 
their scents.  Another corner presenter were women 
with the Michigan Button Society Carol Danhauser 
and Joy LaCount,  and ñNapkinsò with Cathy 
Campbell - she has collected over 30,000 napkins 
including one with Oprah Winfreyôs signature.. 28/33 
attendants rated the day a 5/5. 

Submitted by Margaret Meehan, Beta Rho, State Photographer 

 
 

Alpha Rho Honors Longevity 
In September, the Alpha 
Rho Chapter in Ann 
Arbor, recognized sisters 
for 5, 10 and 15 years of 
membership with roses 
and sisters with 20 or 
more years with DKG 
pins. But, we had one 
VERY special sister to 
recognize that nighté 
our beloved Jo Pattinson. 
Our dear sister Jo, has 
been a DKG member for 
60 yearsé WOW! Read 
on to learn a little more 
about our beloved Jo. Jo 

emigrated to the United States from Scotland in 
1948. She attended New York University and then 
began her teaching career in Great Neck, Long 
Island, teaching third grade for eleven years. Jo 
joined DKG in Great Neck in 1961. Jo later moved 
to Ann Arbor, taught in AAPS for 27 years, while 
also getting her Masters Degree from the University 
of Michigan. As a teacher, Jo was a member of 
curriculum committees and then of Michigan State 
Councils, first of Mathematics and later Social 
Studies. Upon moving to Ann Arbor, Jo transferred 
her membership to the Alpha Rho Chapter of DKG. 
Jo has been an active member of DKG for years, 
serving as Treasurer, Secretary, and then on 
committees such as Connections, Historian, and 
Yearbook. Jo continues to be an Honorary Executive 
Director of Alpha Rho - Delta Kappa Gamma. In 
1979, Jo was invited to accept a Fulbright-Hayes 
Scholarship to Japan. She also represented the People 
to People Chapter and visited Kagoshima. She has 
been Chair of Administration and Finance committee 
and also a member of the Board of Elderwise. Jo was 
president of the Washtenaw Chapter of the National 
Association for Family and Community Education 
and served as President and as a member of the board 
of Trustees for St. Andrews Society of Detroit. In 
2016, Jo was awarded with the Lifetime Service 
Award, Michigan State. What a special meeting it 
was for us to honor Jo Pattinson and several of our 
Alpha Rho sisters! It was great to present to our 
President, Elena Ivanova and Visiting Chair, Judi 
Fisher. 

Patty Zeichman, Alpha Rho 

Cindy Caviani, Ellie Mays, 

Jo Pattinson, Pat Stejskal, 

members of Alpha Rho 

celebrate Jo Pattinson and 

60 years of membership! 

Women honored for membership include:  
Gloria Fisher, Nu (25 years), Barbara Vallieu, 
Gamma (26 years),Sue Walter,Gamma (25 
years),  Peggy Cox,  Omicron (26 years). 

Cathy 
Campbell 
presents 
about 
Napkins 
at the 

Cascades 
Council 
meeting. 

Dr. Marie Baxter, Omicron, presents about perfume bottles 
at the Cascades Council meeting. 
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Chapter News 

 
Vivian Davis of Nu Chapter Wins Award 

In mid-September, Vivian Davis of Nu Chapter, was 
awarded the Stand Tall Award from Starr 
Commonwealth.  Stand Tall Award honorees are 
selected on their dedication to healing trauma and 
building resilience in the children they serve.  Each 
recipient exemplifies Starr Commonwealthôs core 
values and plays a key role in achieving their mission 
to create positive experiences so that all children, 
families, and communities can flourish.  Vivian 
worked for Albion Public Schools for 37 years and has 
been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma since 1983.   
She has held many positions in the chapter including 
chapter president during the 1996-98 biennium.   
Since retiring from APS, Vivian has worked with 
students at Kellogg Community College, and has been 
involved in many areas of the community. 

Janis Sanford, President, Nu Chapter 
 

Beta Sigma Chapter Presents Niagara 
Lions Club Friend of Education Award 

Beta Sigma Chapter Co-Presidents Debra Pajula 
and Pauline Hill and member Sara Foster, 
presented a Friend of Education Award to the 
Niagara Lions Club.  
Niagara Lions Club is an exemplary group that is 
very active in their community and surrounding 
area.  They provide free vision screening to 
hundreds of children in and around Niagara, 
using high tech equipment.  They identify many 
children who may require vision care thus 
helping to remove a major obstacle to academic 
development.  The Niagara Lions Club awards 
$2,000 each year in high school scholarships. The 
Lions annually contribute to help support the 
sixth graders of Niagara attend the Northern 
Impact Center; students participate in the Great 8 
Winter Games; Niagara Schoolôs Student 
Backpack Project which provides needy students 
with food for weekends and holidays; and the 
local ñCoats of Many Colorsò fundraiser that 
provides clothing to students.  The Lions 
originated the annual ñStuff the Busò campaign 
which solicits supplies for students.  The Niagara 
Lions have joined with the American Legion and 
Auxiliary to cover the cost annually for 4 juniors 
to attend Badger Girls and Boys State where 
students learn about how state government 
works.  The Lions organize many fundraising 
activities to help fund their support for education 
and community events, but most notable is the 
annual Niagara Lions Club Picnic. 
Beta Sigma Chapter proudly congratulates the 
Niagara Lions Club on this well-deserved award 
and thanks the organization for its contributions 
to education.  

Submitted by  Debra Pajula and Sara Foster, Beta Sigma 

Left to right: DKG Sara Foster, Lions, Mark Zenko, Dan 
Decker, Tammy Sweig,  
DKG Debra Pajula, Lions, Steve McMillan, Gordon 
Behnke, DKG Pauline Hill, Lions, Kim Schuster, Kerry 
Grippen. 

Beta Sigma Awards Longevity 

Michigan State Organization membership certificates 
were presented on November 6 in Iron Mountain, MI, 
to Beta Sigma Chapter Members.  Since Michigan 
State Organization conventions were canceled and 
held virtually, these state certificates are 2019-20 and 
2020-21 awards, so we need to add a year!   

Submittted by Debra Pajula, Beta Sigma 

Back Row: Susan Youngberg, 40 year, Co-President Deb 
Pajula who presented the certificates. 
Front Row: Co-President Pauline Hill, 50 year, Rose Myllyla, 
55 year, Greta Betti, 50 year. 
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Chapter News 
 

Chapter or Council Visitations By Your State Officers 
One of the most valuable rewards 
for your chapter could be a visit 
from a state officer, either in 
person or via zoom.  You may 
select any officer, and we will do 
our best to match your request 
times.  Dates can be reserved 
until June 2023. 
In September, we met with 
Alpha Rho in Ann Arbor at the 
Gladwin Center. Elena spoke 
about her goals for 2021-2023.  
Alpha Rho also recognized 
members with pins for more than 
20 years in DKG and roses for 
members under 20 in 5 year 
increments.  Jo Pattinson was 
recognized for her 60 year 

membership.  She is an amazing person. 
The next day we went to Grandville to visit Beta Omicron.  They 
were celebrating the 50th Birthday Party of their chapter.  The two 
charter members, Esther Kunnen and Marilyn Klyn-Galer, presented 
a program called Reminiscence and Rededication using the words of 
the DKG song.  A good time was had by all. 
Elena attended the Cascades Coordinating brunch and rededication 
meeting in Jackson in November. The annual event brings together 
members of seven chapters:  Beta, Ypsilanti Area; Gamma, Hillsdale 
and Branch Counties; Nu, Albion; Omicron, Jackson; Beta Alpha, 
Battle Creek; Beta Beta, Jackson and Beta Rho, Monroe Area.  They 
had various activities and three exciting presentations. The Council 
honored 25, 26, and 27-year members followed by the rededication 
ceremony. 
In November, we attended a Zoom meeting with the Mu Chapter.  

They wanted to hear about Elenaôs journey from Russia to the U.S.  They also wanted to hear about her goals 
for DKG Michigan and how the Mu chapter could help to meet her goals.  They had many ideas to help with 
achieving some of the goals.  It was an enjoyable meeting.  
Visitation forms are on the website www.dkgmichigan.org.  You can also email me:  judifisher@yahoo.com 
or mail the form to:  Judi Fisher, 20180 Rippling Lane, Northville MI 48167.  Phone:  248-808-0477.  Call if 
you have questions. 

Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, State Visitation Chair 

Front Row - Beta Omicron members:  Pam McKeller, Mary Tracey, Diane 
Kokot, Marcia Powell, Penny Larson, Marilyn Galer, Ester Kunnen, Joan 
Miedema, Jane Bodenmiller 
Second Row - Diana Scott, Kathleen Rodak, President Elena Ivanova, Beta Chi, 
Deb Herrick, Sharon VanDam, Sherry Skridulis, Loretta Miles, Ruth Kemp  

Sue Walter, Gamma and President Dr. 
Elena Ivanova listen to Joy LeCount, 
president of the Michigan Button 
Society. 

Beta Alpha Hosts Author 
Beta Alpha chapter hosted Michigan author, Laura 
Kemp to an evening of Salads and Desserts.  The 
author discussed her book Evening in the Yellow 
Wood and shared with the chapter her writing 
technique and the characters in her book who are based 
on real people in her life.  Laura lives in White Pigeon 
and bases her books on places in her life as well. 

Submitted by Julie Pease, Beta Alpha 

http://www.dkgmichigan.org
mailto:judifisher@yahoo.com
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International Fall Art 

Gallery 2021 

Congratulations to Michigan State 
DKG Members who submitted their 
artwork for judging and display on 
the DKG International Website.  
From Left to right, and top to 
bottom, the following works and 
their artists are:  Yellowstone in 
Winter, photograph, by Margaret 
Meehan, Beta Rho; The Essence of 
Forest Bathing, colored pencil, by 
Linda McLean; Beta Chi;  Ruffled 
Feathers, photograph by Margaret 
Meehan, Beta Rho; Serenity, 
watercolor by Bernice Haglund, 
Omicron.  Iris, watercolor by 
Kathleen Rodak, Beta Omicron, 
Flamingo textile by Claire 
Rettenmund, Alpha Omega, 
Puzzled, mixed media by Beth 
Bynum, Phi;  Water Lilies textiles 
by Claire Rettenmund, Alpha 
Omega; Grand Canyon Suite, 
mixed media, Barbara Kennison, 
Phi.  Their work will be on display 
at DKG.org until April.  The next 
deadline for submission is February 
15, 2022.  


