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Alpha Iota State DKG - Michigan 

Presents the 2015 Distinguished Service Award to Colleen Kammer  

  
The Distinguished Service Award 

is given by the state to an 

individual who has provided 

exceptional service to education in 

our state.  This yearôs recipient is 

Mrs. Colleen Kammer of Oak Park, 

Michigan nominated by Alpha 

Omicron and Lambda Chapters 

whose members use her services at 

Book Beat for their classrooms and 

book clubs. 

Colleen loves books and wants to 

encourage all of us to love books, 

as well.  Since 1982, she and her 

husband Cary own and operate one 

of the most popular and renowned 

independent book stores in the 

state.  Their bookstore, Book Beat, 

has won national awards for service to the community and for their huge collection of 

books.   

In 2012, the Book Beat won the Women's National Book Association Pannell Award, a 

national award given to booksellers who stimulate, promote and encourage childrenôs 

and young peopleôs interest in books.  While both work at the bookstore, Colleen 

provides lessons, study sessions, and carts boxes of books to off-site locations for her 

own presentations or in support of local authors who are speaking to audiences.  

Colleen has provided "show and tell" programs for Delta Kappa Gamma chapters,  

schools, libraries, and community groups.  If given a specific focus, audience, or area 

of interest, she will tailor-make a book discussion or presentation based on the needs 

and desires of the group.  Colleen and her husband Cary welcome local and visiting 

authors to their store for book signings and Meet the Author events.  Book Beat is the 

place to be if you are a reader or want information about specific titles, authors, genres, 

topics, or books in general.  The store sign says, ñRead, Think, Create.ò 

Community awareness and service are major focuses for Book Beat.  Between the 

many outreach activities and willingness to offer discounts for fundraising,  Book Beat 

contributes in many ways due to the efforts of Cary, and especially Colleen, through 

her intelligence, graciousness, people skills, willingness to work hard, long, irregular 

hours for patrons and her community, Colleen Kammer is awarded the Alpha Iota 

Michigan 2015 Distinguished Service Award. 

  T H E 

WOLVERINE 

Colleen Kammer; holding the plaque with Bernice 
Haglund, 2nd Vice-president and Distinguished 
Service Chair 

Liz VanWestenburg 

2013-2015 

State President 



 

Presidentôs Message 

Dear Alpha Iota members, 

As my biennium comes to a close, please know that I have been honored to serve as 
the president of our state organization.  I have learned much about the Society as I 
have completed the tasks and duties of president and I have made so many good 
friends. I have learned about many things as I have traveled across the state, from 
what it means to detassel corn in the Three Rivers area to the history of the city of 
Marquette and the Upper Peninsula.   

I have enjoyed my time with you at state events, chapter and council visits. I have 
visited almost forty chapters and have met many terrific women educators.  I have 
been impressed with the work, projects and programs in which our chapters are 
involved.  Chapter leaders are doing an excellent job supporting their members and 
helping their chapters grow and prosper.   

The officers, personnel and committee chairs with whom I have worked have been 
such a support and a delight.  Their leadership work ethic and communication skills 
have helped the operations and work of the state organization move smoothly and 
effectively.  I appreciate all the time, energy and efforts these women have given to 
our events, projects and programs.   

Our Alpha Iota chapters and members have been very generous with their time and 
money.  They have given to shelters for women and children, art councils, 
symphonies, libraries, community projects, school classrooms and more. Members 
have donated thousands of hours of their time volunteering in schools.  They have 
donated money and supplies making a huge difference for students and teachers.  In 
addition, many chapters present scholarships to those pursuing college degrees.  The 
Alpha Iota financial report from July 2014 showed that our chapters, in that year 
alone, gave eighty-six scholarships and grants-in-aid worth a total of almost forty-
one thousand dollars.  Many chapters are also now awarding mini-grants to 
educators in their chapter and in their local schools. These scholarships and awards 
are a statement of our commitment to education and students.  This is a way to 
support schools in our communities and send a strong message that we care and will 

do what we can to help students and the educational system.  Together we have 
supported our theme, ñEducation:  Our Focus, Our Future,ò and our state projects, 
by working to help our educators and by striving to educate the whole child. 

Over the past year we have added over one hundred new members to our ranks, and 
we have had a number of former members reinstated into DKG.  We have chartered 
a new chapter in Michigan and we are making strides in reaching out to former and 
prospective DKG members.  Chapters have hosted open house events for 
prospective members and have invited former members to join in chapter activities 
and meetings.   

I offer congratulations to the 2015-2017 officers and the new leadership team.  I am 
very proud to deliver to them Alpha Iota State-Michigan, a strong state organization 
made up of chapters of dedicated, simply amazing women, truly key women 
educators. Dr. Annie Webb Blantonôs dream of creating a Society of members who 
ñpromote the professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence 
in educationò is very much alive and well in our state.  May our new officers, 
personnel and individual members lead our state organization in continuing growth 
and service while aiding us as we uphold the purposes, mission and projects of 
DKG.   

Liz VanWestenburg, Alpha Iota State-Michigan President 2013-2015 
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Incoming Presidentôs Message 

My dear DKG sisters,  

It will be my privilege to serve as President of Alpha Iota State-Michigan for 2015-2017.  

I will seek to represent you well at the state, regional, and international levels but I want to 

give special attention to our chapters.  You have my commitment that I will work, along 

with the other officers you have chosen, to strengthen and promote our beloved Society. 

Our biennium theme is ñWe Are The Future:  Engage, Encourage, Equip, Empower.ò  

We seek to engage, encourage, equip, and empower women to 

become the change that will lead to enhancing the educative 

process for students by helping each of us recognize and 

actualize our worth as women, as educators, and as leaders; 

and in so doing, strengthen and enlarge our Society at all 

levels. 
 

Our goals include two ongoing and one new project: 

To support Schools for Africa.  Since 53% of primary school children who do not have schools are in sub-Saharan 

Africa, it is imperative that we continue to support this first International DKG Project in conjunction with 

UNESCO. 

To Support Our Educators.  Since many teachers drop out of the profession within five years, we hope to change 

this by being supportive through various strategies.  Some chapters are supporting working teachers through 

mentoring programs, helping at the schools, and through building supportive relationships through the Ten (10) 

Interesting Women Strategy. 

To Strengthen and Enlarge Our Society.  Our challenge is to stretch and grow at the chapter and state levels by 

embracing new ways of doing and being.  I am going to challenge us to think outside the box.  In order to 

strengthen and enlarge our society at all levels, we must be the change that develops new leaders in our chapters; 

and at the state level. We are seeking new volunteers for committees.  Willingness to get outside of oneôs 

comfort zone and take on new challenges makes for growth as an individual and as a leader. 

Also, it is important that we show appreciation for those who have contributed much to education and to DKG.  I 

suggest that chapters give Lifetime Service Awards to those who have been members for 50 years or more; younger 

chapters may honor members who have reached 80 years of age.  Area Coordinating Councils might consider 

honoring working teachers who are not members of DKG with ñOutstanding Woman Educator of the Year Awardò 

with a spring brunch or dinner to which family, colleagues and others from the community could be invited.  

(Related suggestions will be given later.) 

My hope is for membership marketing of our shared vision, recruitment of new members, and the testing of new 

strategies.  I welcome diverse opinions and sharing of ideas.  I want every member leading from any chair to 

facilitate change and growth. 

As Teresa Vanhooser, NASA engineer has said, ñAs leaders, we just need to set the vision, empower our teams, and 

remove the barriers.ò  Let us see ourselves as empowering women to be the change that will bring the future in 

education, in our Society, and in the lives that we want! 

 

Dorothy E. Sample, PhD 

Alpha Iota State-Michigan President, 2015-2017 

Dr. Dorothy Sample 
State President 

2015-2017 

WE ARE THE FUTURE: 

ENGAGE, ENCOURAGE, EQUIP, EMPOWER 
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Pat Charlton Named the Alpha Iota State Woman of Distinction 2015 

 

The Alpha Iota State Woman of Distinction Award is 

presented to a woman who has made significant 

contributions to the Society and education beyond the 

chapter level.  This yearôs recipient, Pat Charlton, is very 

deserving of this honor.   

Pat has been a member of DKG since 1994.  She has 

served as Chapter President, First Vice-president, History 

Scrapbook chair, Treasurer, and Chapter Photographer.  

She has served on Cascades Council as Secretary, 

Photographer and on the Planning Committee. 

At the state level, Pat has been the Approve Minutes 

chair, the History chair for two bienniums, proofreader 

for The Wolverine, Alpha Iota Stateôs quarterly 

newsletter, and our voluntary state photographer.  She 

attends fall conferences and state conventions and can be 

seen at every session snapping pictures.  Pat performs a 

service that provides us with a record of our 

activities.  It's a service that largely goes unnoticed but  

has a lasting impact on the organizationôs visual history.  Pat is a member of the ñCard Making Group.ò  This volunteer 

group makes greeting cards and sells them at state and international events to earn money for the Scholarship and 

Members Supporting Members Committees.   

A travel enthusiast, Pat has attended international events in: Traverse City, MI; Chicago, IL; Burlington, VT; Spokane, 

WA; Hershey, PA; NYC, NY; Portland, ME; and last yearôs convention that was held in Indianapolis, IN.  She scribed 

for workshops at these events and, of course, took photos of Michigan attendees in action.  During the conventions, she 

always finds time to work at the Alpha Iota State Scholarship Sales Table.  Pat is the "go to" person when in need of 

ideas, labor, or support. 

Pat hails from the great state of New York.  She attended State University of New York at Genesco. She earned a B.S. 

in Education and M.S. in Education majoring in History.  Pat earned a second Masters in Information Library Science 

from University of Michigan.  She began her teaching career at the high school level teaching African/Asian Studies 

and World History in Syracuse, New York.  During her teaching years in Syracuse, she experienced that wonderful 

sensation a teacher feels when a student ñgets it.ò  She bore a deep responsibility for her students and a desire for them 

to succeed.  She realized early in her career that she had a growing passion for her position as a teacher.  Later in her 

career, Pat was the librarian/media specialist for North - Adams Jerome Community Schools.  For the last few years, Pat 

has worked as a part-time Media Specialist at Will Carlton Academy in Hillsdale, setting up their library and teaching 

Library Science to various classes.   
Pat has been happily married to her husband Bob for 40 years. They met at a dude ranch in Wyoming and have traveled 
extensively throughout the west.  This is where she developed her love of photography. 

When speaking of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, Pat has said, ñDKG has influenced me in so many 

ways. I would not have been able to meet many of you or been able to develop so many wonderful friendships over the 

years without my membership in DKG.  ALL of you have influenced me.  The many ways that the Society has given 

me opportunities to grow and make connections with women educators are paychecks of the heart.ò 

On behalf of Alpha Iota State, we are proud to present the 2015 State Woman of Distinction Award to Pat Charlton.    

 

 Submitted by Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha, Alpha Iota State Personal Growth and Service Chair  
 Committee Members:  Esther Loskowske, Gamma Alpha; Colleen Retherford, Gamma Alpha; 
 Elizabeth Frazier, Kappa; Diane Frangie, Kappa; Nancy Jewett, Zeta; Fran Coulter, Alpha Phi. 

Jackie Smart, Chair of the State Personal Growth and 
Services Committee, presentinp the 2015 State Woman of 

Distinction  plaque to Pat Charlton of Gamma Chapter 
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 State Committees 

Funding Our Purposes  

Well, ladies, you did it again!  

We made more for our three 

funds than ever before, over 

$4078.  We thank everyone 

who made the convention 

auction and sales a success by participating 

in donating very creative items and bidding 

on them.   

Please keep in mind that we will be 
looking for both large and small items for 
the State Fall Conference in Midland on 
September 26, 2015.  We welcome 
donations from individual members and 
chapters.  Needed are small items for the 
auction or you may create a basket.  
Baskets should have a theme such as 
gardening, books for grandmothers, or 
teachers, tea/coffee/chocolate items, 
Michigan items, a holiday or color theme 
such as green or blue.  Consider using a 
basket that can be recycled, a laundry 
basket, a recycle bag, or a covered file 
box.   
Proceeds from the auction go to three 
funds: 

¶Scholarships      

¶World Fellowship 

¶Members Supporting Members 

Your contribution to the auction also 
helps your chapter earn a point in # 8 
criteria for the Award of the Rose. 
 

Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha 

Funding Our Purposes Chair 

A Parliamentary Moment 

Is It Really Unfinished Business? 

 
 

Robertôs lists six basic headings that cover the order of business in a 
normal meeting: 

ñ1) Reading and Approval of Minutes 

 2) Reports of Officers, Boards, and Standing Committees 

 3) Reports of Special (Select or Ad Hoc) Committees 

 4) Special Orders 

 5) Unfinished Business and General Orders 

 6) New Businessò [RONR (11th ed.), p. 353, ll. 5-15]. 

It also lists three optional headings that often follow New Business: 
Good of the Order, Announcements, and Program [RONR (11th ed.), p. 
361, l. 33-p. 363, l.5]. 

Members generally understand what to include in headings 1, 2, 3, and 
6, as well as in the optional headings; however, they are often unclear 
about what to include in 4 or 5.  Special Orders, General Orders, and 
Unfinished Business are particular items set in advance to be taken up 
at a particular meeting.  Robertôs discusses both headings in detail, but 
here are the basics. 

Heading 4 includes only items members vote to postpone and make or 
to schedule as a Special Order for a future meeting so they can consider 
those items early in the agenda, right after committee reports. Also, 
Special Orders are business, such as nomination and election of 
officers, that the bylaws/rules require being considered at a particular 
meeting.  

If members vote to postpone a question until the next meeting or to 
take up a particular item at a future meeting, but do not vote to make it 
a Special Order, it becomes a General Order.  

Heading 5, Unfinished Business and General Orders, includes only: 

1)  A question that was pending when the former meeting adjourned, 

2)  Any questions that were unfinished business at the previous 
meeting but were not reached before that meeting adjourned, 

3)  Any general orders scheduled for the previous meeting that were 
not reached before that meeting adjourned, and 

4)  Items that, at the previous meeting, were made general orders for 
the present meeting [RONR (11th ed.), p. 358, l. 13-p. 359, l. 3]. 

Note that headings 4 and 5 include only items that were formally 
introduced by motions.  Matters informally discussed at the previous 
meeting, ongoing informal discussions, and information and updates of 
general interest are not Unfinished Business. Such matters are 
appropriately included in heading 6 New Business. 

In preparing an agenda, the president should include Special Orders 
and/or General Orders and Unfinished Business only if any such 
business is set in advance to be taken up at that meeting. 

Helen Popovich, Ph.D., PRP 

Alpha Iota State Parliamentarian 

IMPORTANT NOTE  
TO CHAPTER TREASURERS 

 

Please be sure to include e-mail addresses 
for each of your chapter members on the 
chapterôs master membership list.  If the 
member does not have an e-mail address 
then put N/A in the cell.  The Michigan ex-
cel spreadsheets have many errors  in ad-
dresses and in phone numbers as well.  
Please check this information with your 
chapter members so we can work to have 
accurate information for  mailings of The 
Wolverine and other state information. 
Please send in dues as you receive them.  It 
is better to record them a few at a time.   



 

State Committees 
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World Fellowship 
The World Fellowship committee grants 
funds in accordance with the Constitution 
and International Standing Rules when 
sufficient funds are available.  They 
maintain contact with the World 

Fellowship recipients for the duration of their studies 
and when possible encourage members to maintain 
contact with the recipients studying in their state.  The 
committee may also grant requests for fellowship 
extensions.  
The program began in 1946 as a project to aid women 
in war torn countries to gain higher education. As of 
2013 more than 858 women from more than 117 
countries have received aid through the World 
Fellowship grants to pursue advanced degrees in the 
US and Canada.  Currently about 30 women pursuing 
Masters and PhDs are World Fellowship recipients.  
An additional 8 women have received extensions of 
their fellowship grants. 
Currently, Michigan does have a World Fellowship 
grant recipient. Her name is Lisa V. Decenteceo and 
she is studying Ethnomusicology at the University of 
Michigan. She is from the Philippines and was unable 
to attend our May convention due to school conflicts.  
However, Michigan DKG members continually and 
generously support this committeeôs efforts to fund 
this important outreach.  We use funds from our twice 
annual raffle to support World Fellowship.  Our most 
recent raffle was at the State Convention in Pontiac 
this past May.  We had 32 items given to raffle for the 
auction from 28 chapters.  We raised a record $2,280 
from these sales.  To my knowledge, this is the most 
money ever raised for this raffle and it was all because 
of dedicated members like all of YOU!  An 
enthusiastic thanks to the ticket sellers!  You ladies 
were indispensable.  
Our next raffle at the Fall Convention at The H Hotel 
in Midland will be on September 26. Please consider 
bringing something to donate for the raffle in support 
of the World Fellowship fund.  
 Submitted by Joyce Daglow, Gamma, World Fellowship Chair 

Is My Chapter Planning for the Future? 
 

As we approach the coming year, we might begin looking at 
our success and effectiveness as a 
chapter, focusing on where our 
chapter is and where we would 
like to be, especially in the areas 
of Membership, Communication, 
Program, Leadership, and 
Technology.  Strategic Planning, 
Action Planning, and similar 

systems of future planning, help us identify our chapter's 
concerns and perceived problems while promoting positive 
movement into the future.   
The process is simple.   
§ We determine what we want to see happen and set a goal 
or goals to move us in the desired direction  

§ Based on the goals, we determine strategies or specific 
actions that will move us toward our goals  

§ We name the individuals who will assume responsibility 
for assuring the chapter carries out the proposed actions 

§ We determine how and when we will evaluate 
movement toward our goals 

§ Last, following a study of our progress, we modify the 
original goal and strategy or determine new goals and 
strategies, repeating the planning process from the 
beginning with our newly identified goals, strategies, 
etc.  

Chapters are encouraged to create their own timelines for 
goal selection and evaluation.  Some chapters find the 
beginning of the chapter year, the fall, works best for 
them.   Other chapters prefer to set goals in the spring when 
they are determining meeting plans for the coming 
year.   The timing is up to the chapter, but it is recommended 
that the process be undertaken annually.  

Members of the Alpha Iota State Strategic Planning 
Committee, spearhead strategic planning within the state 
organization.  They are also charged with aiding chapters as 
they plan for their future.  Should any chapter need a model, 
suggestions, human resources, or other support for Strategic 
Planning, please contact Sally Garrison, 
WSARAHSALLY@aol.com.  Committee members are 
eager to help Michigan chapters in whatever way they 
can.   All you need to do is ask! 

Do plan to attend the Strategic Planning workshop scheduled 
during our Fall Conference at The H Hotel in Midland on 
Saturday, September 26.  Strategic Planning Committee 
members will review the strategic planning process, provide 
models and examples, give ideas and suggestions, and offer 
guidance and support as members plan for their chapter's 
future.  We hope to see a  representative from each chapter in 
attendance at this informative session. 
Submitted by Sally Garrison, State Strategic Planning Committee Chair 

Michigan 
Chapters  

Articles Wanted  
For The Wolverine about: 

Chapter News 
Events/Celebrations 

Program Ideas and Resources 
Good Works 

Pictures with captions 
Fall  Issue Deadline 
 October 15, 2015 

e-mail-jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

mailto:WSARAHSALLY@aol.com
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Beta Gamma Installed in Benzie County 
On April 23, 2015, Michiganôs newest chapter, Beta Gamma, was charted in a beautiful ceremony held at 
Frankfort High School.  Chi Chapter, an Upper Peninsula chapter from the Keweenaw area that recently 
dissolved but wanted a new home for their lovely Society items, donated the DKG table cover, crest, and 
elegant brass candlesticks used in the ceremony.  Eleven new members were initiated and presented 
Certificates of Membership by Alpha Iota State President Liz VanWestenburg.  Two members of the new 

chapter transferred their membership from the 
Maryland State organization.  The excited group 
includes working or retired teachers and 
administrators from the area around Frankfort, 
Honor and Interlochen.  Interestingly, one member 
was initiated via Skype.  She was unable to be 
present, as she was doing research on orangutans in 
Borneo, so she joined in the ceremonial responses 
electronically.  Following Initiation the group met 
to elect officers, selecting Dr. Marjorie Pearsall-
Groenwald as the first president of this Benzie 
County chapter.  She has served as an officer in her 
Maryland chapter.  After Mrs. VanWestenburg 
installed new officers, Beta Gamma was chartered, 

organized, and ready to plan its first official meeting. 

Dr. Pearsall-Groenwald put this chapter together.  Moving from Maryland only 
to discover that there was no local DKG chapter in her county, Marjorie set out 
to find a dozen women educators required to charter a chapter.  She planned 
several informational meetings, inviting both working and retired women 
educators from the schools and local area.  Many responded and attended the 
meetings.  State President Van Westenburg and Kathy Muench, State 
Membership/Expansion Chair, joined the group to talk about the mission, 
purposes and vision of DKG.  Following those initial get-togethers, a tea was 
held at Pearsall-Groenwaldôs home at which plans were made to apply for the 
charter and select an installation date.  In June Beta Gamma held its first 
meeting at the Platte River Inn in Honor to set dues, meeting dates, programs, 
and fundraisers for the upcoming year.   

The group will meet in August and invite community people to an October 
gathering to hear Carrie Hessler Radalet, Director of the United States Peace 
Corps.  Future programs include a visit to the Oliver Art Center, with its 
champion trees, and the Alpaca Farm, complete with a lesson on spinning fleece into yarn.  Members have already set a goal to raise 
money for a grant-in-aid to be given annually to a Benzie County student interested in going into education as a career.  These ladies are 
enthusiastic about joining DKG and participating in Society activities. 

Those present at our Alpha Iota State Convention in Auburn Hills welcomed Beta Gamma and its president, Dr. Pearsall-Groenwald, to 
Michigan's state organization.  In addition, Dr. Pearsall-Groenwald attended the Northeast Regional Conference in Baltimore and plans 
to attend the fall conference in Midland. Two chapter members are making plans to attend the October Women in the Arts Retreat. 

If you know of other women educators in the Benzie County area, women who could be prospective members of Beta Gamma, please 
contact Dr. Pearsall-Groenwald at m.pearsall.g@verizon.net.  If you are visiting the area, you are more than welcome to attend a Beta 
Gamma meeting or event.   

With pride, let us heartily welcome Beta Gamma chapter and its members.  Like all Society women, they are professional educators 
dedicated to impacting students, teachers and education. Welcome to the Alpha Iota State Organization of The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International! 
         Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, State President, (2013-2015) 

Initiates: left to right: Deb Norman, Sarah Abend, Ann 
Gwaltney, Sarah Fought, Margaret Beery, Kerry Nugent with 
Dr. Pearsall-Groenwald and State President Liz 
VanWestenburg 

Officers, right to left:  Marjorie Pearsall-
Groenwald, President; Debra Norman, Vice 
President; Kerry Nugent, Communications 
Secretary; Margaret Beery, Treasurer 

mailto:m.pearsall.g@verizon.net
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2014 - 2015 Chapter Yearbook Awards 

The yearbook committee was pleased to have the opportunity to evaluate 
thirty-two chapter yearbooks. The primary purpose of a yearbook is to 
provide members with information about chapter history, programs, events, 
member contact information, state and international information. The 
yearbooks help chapters remain connected.  From their chapter yearbook, 
new members can learn much about the chapter and the Society.  State 
officers, staff and committee chairs also appreciate and utilize information 
from the yearbooks.  

The publications included entries such as photographs, songs, historical 
data, information on individuals receiving Friend of Education Awards and 
grant-in-aid recipients.  Chapters showcased program ideas, projects and 
speakers.  The use of technology and the professionalism in publication 
were impressive.  Many yearbooks were submitted electronically, and a 
growing number of chapters maintain a website that offers access to their 
yearbook. 

There are four award categories. To earn the ñAdmirable Awardò the 
yearbook contained some chapter and state information.  To be deemed 
ñPraiseworthyò the yearbook must contain most of the basic information, 
historical chapter data, program and project details and could contain 
extras such as a Presidentôs Challenge, a contact tree, photos or songs. To 
be deemed ñPacesetterò the yearbook must contain all the basic 
information, historical chapter data, program and project descriptions, and 
may contain a number of optional inclusions such as a Presidentôs 
Challenge, a contact tree, photos, songs, chapter rules and policies, and 
orientation and initiation information. For the ñExemplary Award,ò the 
yearbook must have, in addition to the basic information, historical chapter 
data, program and project details above, plus at least five of the optional 
inclusions. 

The committee would like to thank the editors who sent in their chapter 
yearbooks and for their work in putting together such impressive, 
comprehensive publications. 

I would also like to thank the members of the committee for their time, 
energy and work on this task. 

Members of the Yearbook Committee are: 
 Sandy Downs, Gamma Gamma Julie Kowalski, Alpha Xi 
 Sharron LaHaie, Alpha Xi  Cathy Stone,  Gamma Eta 
 
Praiseworthy Award Exemplary Award  

Delta Gamma  Gamma Alpha 

Alpha Lambda Zeta  Gamma Gamma 

Beta Alpha Kappa   Gamma Eta 

Beta Epsilon Mu   

Beta Eta Pi  

Beta Lambda Upsilon  

 Phi  

Pacesetter Award Alpha Alpha  

Nu Alpha Kappa 

Omicron Alpha Mu 

Rho Alpha Xi 

Alpha Zeta Alpha Phi 

Alpha Rho Alpha Omega 

Beta Beta Beta Kappa 

Beta Xi Beta Rho 

   Beta Sigma 

 

  Submitted by Nancy Everett, Alpha Xi,  
 Alpha Iota First Vice-president and Program of Work Chair 

Alpha Iota State Wants YOU 

to Consider 

International Officer and  

Committee Positions  

 

Deadline October 15, 2015 

Four documents available at www.dkg.org 
Go to Committees at the top and choose  

Nominations 
 
 

From the document entitled "References ..." 

Nominations are being sought for the following 
International Positions: 

Members of the International Administrative Board ... 

    International President 

    International First Vice-president 

    International Second Vice-president 

    Northeast Regional Director 

    Member-at-large (4-year term) 

International Committee Members 

    Finance Committee Member (4-year term) 

    Nominations Committee Member (4-year term) 

Member of the Educational Foundation 

    Trustee (6-year term) 
 

"Instructions for 2016 Nominations" spells out the 
requirements and forms to be used during the nomination 
process in our Society, including information about the 
Recommendation and Endorsement Forms.  

"Official Recommendation Form" is the form to be 
completed and sent to the noted E-address by the 
October 15, 2015 deadline.  Part of this form can be 
completed by another person, part must be completed by 
the person being recommended.  The Official 
Recommendation Form and the Endorsement Form are 
available in an interactive format.  

"Official Endorsement Form" is a "second to the 
nomination" or "I support this nominee for this office" 
form.  Text should be brief and specific, mentioning 
things not on the Nomination Form itself.  The more 
information the International Nominations Committee 
has about the candidates, the better the process 
works.  This, too, is due by the October 15, 2015 
deadline.  Endorsements are limited to 5.   

If you would like an Alpha Iota State endorsement 
please contact her by mail or email ASAP. 

Gloria Fisher 

 1207 Fitch St.,  
 Albion, MI 49224 
   dkg.gloria@gmail.com 
 

Submitted by Gloria Fisher, Nu  
State Nominations Committee Chair 
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Coordinating Councils:   

The Coordinating Councils were very active 

this springtime!  I was able to enjoy the 

sisterhood and the creative programs during  

these recent events.  

Detroit Metro Council (Area A)  

On April 25, at Our Lady of Sorrows Parish and Catholic 
Church, in Farmington Hills, MI, we enjoyed ñFour 
Corners of Camaraderie.ò  We also honored the Women of 
Distinction in the Detroit Metro Council region.  Thank 
you to Jackie Smart for planning and organizing.  I am 
looking for a local Zumba class since I had so much fun at 
your Council!  I am looking forward to using the luggage 
tag we made, and the travel tips we learned in the four 
corners. 

Kenowa Coordinating Council (Area C)  
On April 25, 2015, Earth Day Activities were enjoyed by 
the participants. They went to the Wittenbach Wege Nature 
Center in Lowell, Michigan, where they learned about 
environmental education and the outdoor learning center.  
Thank you to Lynn Mason for organizing this event. 

Oakland County Council (Area A)  
On April 18, 2015, at Forest Lake Country Club in 
Bloomfield Hills, we celebrated Oakland County Councilôs 
Birthday with a lovely brunch and an interesting 
presentation. Stacey Sharpe Mollison and Diane Hanaway 
presented the program ñSimple Smart Kids, Changing the 
World, One Child at a Time.ò  Thank you to Sally Garrison 
for making this event such a success. 

Riverlake Council (Area A)  
On April 18, 2015, Riverlake enjoyed its Birthday 
Celebration at the MacRay Harbor Banquet Center on 
lovely Lake St. Clair in Harrison Township.  Thank you to 
Dr. Barbara Souv¯ for representing the Alpha Iota State 
Executive Board and for assisting me by attending and 
participating in the merriments.  Thank you also to Ann 
Elmer for organizing this wonderful event. 

SAVE THE DATE:  November 1, 2015 The Cascades 
Council will meet at the Cascades Manor House, 1970 
Kibby Rd., Jackson MI 49203. (4 Tôs,  Travel ,Tea, Take 
and Tone) 

Thank you very much for including me in your 
Coordinating Council events.  Each event left me 
glowing with the appreciation of my hostesses and the 
gratitude for being a member of Delta Kappa Gamma.  We 
are very, very fortunate to belong to such a warm, inviting, 
stimulating group of professional women educators.  I look 
forward to seeing you again at our next Conference and 
Coordinating Council! drgedy@frontiernet.net 

Submitted by Dr. Gedy Love, Omicron,  
Coordinating Council Chair       

 

Historical Documents 

To keep or not to keep that is the question. 

The second year of your biennium is about 
to begin.  Next Spring a change in officers  
may include a Chapter Historian.  As the 
current historian looks at the boxes of 
records that the chapter currently has, the 
question becomes how much of this should 

be sent to the shredder and what must be kept.    

After being asked that exact question, I resumed a quest 
to find the answers and found the following information 
regarding chapter and financial records.  

In the Go-To Guide, a DKG booklet available on the 
Societyôs website,  on pp. 8-9, there is the following list 
of chapter documents that should never be discarded: 

1. Minutes 

2. Financial audits/reviews 

3. Government record requirements; for example, 
confirmation of the chapter's filing Form 990-N 

4. Membership records, including members dropped, 
reason, and date of termination; names of charter 
members with biographical data; brief review of 
chapter's beginning; names of deceased members 
and dates of death; and official initiate register with 
names and dates of initiation. 

For information on records kept by the chapter treasurer, 
one should check the Guidelines for Chapter Treasurers.  
On page 29 of that publication there is a complete list 
with stated timelines.  With the exception of the financial 
reviews mentioned above, most records should be kept 
for four years.  The other exception is the Form 18 
printouts; those should be retained for seven years.  

The Go-To Guide also says that the chapter rules should 
specify who is responsible for maintaining the records, 
and it suggests that hard copies of records be kept in 
addition to electronic copies. 

For more detailed information, the Go-To Guide refers 
members to the following Society publications: 

Constitution and International Standing Rules 2010 (I'd 
recommend that you use the current 2014 revision, which 
is now available on the website.)  

Guidelines for Chapter Presidents 
Guidelines for Chapter Treasurers 
Guidelines for Chapter Membership Committee Chairs 
Pride in the Big Picture: An Orientation Guide for 
Chapter Membership Teams [booklet and Powerpoint 
CD]   

In addition to the records listed in the Go-To Guide, 
chapters often keep 1-2 page member biographies, 
replacing old ones as members periodically update them.   

 Submitted by Dr. Nancy Navarre, Gamma Gamma,  
State History Chair     
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Alpha Kappa Gives Scholarships and Mini-Grants 

Spring showers bring May flowers, and flower sales mean 
scholarships and grants for deserving Muskegon teachers and 
students.   In conjunction with a local greenhouse, Alpha Kappa 
Chapter sells flower certificates twice each year, Christmas and 
springtime.  The profits from these sales are used to provide $250 
mini-grants to classroom teachers and $1000 scholarships to high 
school seniors embarking on careers in education.  Two local young 
women have been awarded scholarships, Victoria Mueller from 
Oakridge High School and Claire McWilliams from Fruitport High 
School.  Victoria plans to be an elementary school teacher and Claire 
plans to teach secondary health.  

The Muskegon Catholic Elementary School students benefited from 
activities for March is Reading Month.  Stories Through Music 
challenged students to create stories while listening to different 
musical pieces presented by Solace.  The grant funded the musical 
group, bookmark materials and prizes for reading contests.  
Additionally, a kindergarten teacher used her mini-grant to purchase 
a light table and many hands-on items to be used with it.  The light 
table is very popular with students as they can explore shapes, 
colors, textures, opacity and shadows. 

Alpha Kappa Names Friends of Education 
It is absolutely refreshing to listen to people who are passionate 
about their work. And when their work inspires children and adults 
to value learning, what could be better?  At a recent Alpha Kappa 
meeting Melissa Horton.  Director of Visitor Experiences, was 
presented with The Friend of Education Award by Kathi Kissel (on 
the left).  She has been busy working to 
ready the new Michiganôs Heritage Park 
at Hiltôs Landing in Whitehall, Michigan.  
This museum is the latest addition to 
Muskegon Countyôs Lakeshore Museum 
Center.  Melissa has been hands-on at the 
new museum site, even helping to build 
the authentic wigwams on the site.  The 
former Lakeshore Museum Curator of 
Education she is also known in the 
community as a facilitator of The BIG 
Lesson.  This model focuses on 
partnerships between community resources and schools that 
encourage hands-on and minds-on learning for students. 

Richard Schneider, Director of Public Services for Muskegon Area 
District Libraries, was also presented the Friend of Education 

Award.  Richard is a driving force 
behind the planned Storyville, to be 
built as an addition to the Norton 
Shores branch of the Muskegon 
County Libraries.  MADL wanted a 
program to improve childhood 
literacy, beginning at birth.  While 
doing research, Richard found a 
unique program in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Storyville is modeled after 

that program.  Storyville is a child-sized village within the library 
that consists of seven themed areas of play and learning with 
developmentally appropriate books to promote early literacy.  

   Submitted by Mary Hendon, Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Xi Chapter Presents Two Major Awards 

The Alpha Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma held its 
annual auction fundraiser meeting recently at the first 
United Methodist church in Alpena. Two major awards 
were presented. 

The Alpena News and its Newspapers in Education program 
was awarded this yearôs Friend of Education award. This 
award, given annually, recognizes businesses and 
organizations that support local education.  The Newspapers 
in Education project has placed newspapers in classrooms 
for the past 12 years, providing valuable resources to 
teachers and students. For many students, this provides their 

only exposure to a 
local newspaper.  
Accepting the 
award from Joy 
Shoemaker were 
Editor/Publisher 
Bill Speer and 
Circulation 
Manager Ken 
Pokorzynski who 
chairs the 
Newspapers in 

Education Project.  This project is funded by community 
contributions and the proceeds from several fundraisers held 
by newspaper staff throughout the year, notably the NIE 
Book Sale held in conjunction with the annual Business 
Expo. 

The 2015 Alpha Xi Woman of Distinction award, which 
recognizes outstanding contributions and dedication, was 
presented to Sharron LaHaie 
by Julie Usher (on the left).  
LaHaie most recently served 
four years as Alpha Xi 
president.  Along with her 
active involvement in the 
local chapter, she serves at the 
state level of Delta Kappa 
Gamma as president-at-large, 
committee member for the 
Ceremony of Remembrance, 
and servers on the 
Communications and 
Yearbook committees.  Her 
community involvement includes serving on several 
committees for Art in the Loft.  LaHaie earned her 
Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees from Central Michigan 
University and taught for 43 years, retiring in 2003. She and 
her husband, Bill, reside in Alpena. 
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2015 Rho Chapter Annual Brunch, front row, L to R:  Nichole Mills, Alexandra Chinick, (2015 Scholarship Recipient), 
Charlotte Wuepper, Dr. Charlotte  Wenhem, Pat Norberg; Second row, L to R:  Ibba Glaske, Lorraine Webber, Miriam Pede, 
Liz VanWestenburg (Alpha Iota State President), Jerry and Kathy Cantania (2015 Friend of Education Honorees for 
promoting leadership, entrepreneurship, glass blowing skills and mentors for students) Gladys Grieger;  Third row L to R:  
Eleanor Rauner, Judi Ott, Ann Shembarger, Lydia Dearing, JoAnn Hartzell, Pat Spaulding, May Sisson, Carol Petros, Marion 
Manthe, Sinie Bass; Fourth row L to R:  Erna Friesen, Norma Nisbet, Laura Richburg, Nancy Hemingway, Cindy Miller, Anita 
Rutlin, Virginia Maxwell, Carol Oehlhaffen, Virginia Antonson and Charlene Tynes (guest) 

Beta Omega Chapter Receives G.I.V.E Award for Volunteerism 

Harbor Springs Public  
Schools awarded Four 
Awards known as the G.I.V.E 
award which  stands for 
G=generosity, I=inspiration, 
V=volunteering-and 
E=Excellence Beta Omega 
was given the award for 
volunteering in schools.   
Superintendent Mark 
Tompkins was  the master of 
ceremonies. Our past 
president Sue Blevans came 
up with the idea three years 
ago to adopt a new first year  
teacher. This became our 
service project.  At the 
begining of  the school year 
Beta Omega throws a 
"shower for the new  
teacher."  This year President 
Kathleen Phelps-Rusche  

took it one step further and coordinated volunteers to work with a first year teacher, Rachel Jackson, throughout the year.  
We provided sets of new books, chairs, bean bag chairs, lamps, paper, storage units, pencils, copy paper, markers, art 
aprons, snacks and so much more.  Every  week five ladies went and worked one to three hours in Rachel Jackson's 
classroom.  These five ladies  were Ginny Cole, Susan Hoffman, Mary Cousino, Gail Drake, and Joy Shepherd.  Other 
members in our chapter also worked  volunteer hours at Ottawa Elementary school, Petoskey Public Schools, Ellsworth 
High School, and Raven Hill Discovery Center.  Back row:   L to R, are Sue Blevans, Peggy Weichmann, Susan Frisk, Barb 
Rivard, Lynn Dinning; front row:  L to R, Sue Kinney, Susan Hoffman, Gail Drake, first year teacher Rachel Jackson and 
holding the award plaque is President Kathleen Phelps-Rusche. 

Rho Chapter Presents Awards at Annual Brunch 
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Chapter News 

Sally Bassett, a 42 year member 
of Beta Tau Chapter, is honored 
by President Linda Spencer with 
a certificate. 

Beta Tau President Linda Spencer and Jan 
Dral present Lenora Arroyo the Friend of Edu-
cation Award.  Lenora painted murals on the 
Sandusky Elementary School walls to make 
the school more inviting for students.  She is 
also a foster grandmother at the school. 

Beta Tau President Linda Spencer  
congratulates Maureen Dickendesher as 
the 2015 Chapter Woman of Distinction.  
Maureen put Beta Tauôs history in 
scrapbook form. 

Metro Council Chapter Women of Distinction. 
L to R:  Jodi Ring, Gamma Gamma, Delores 
Zimmer, Alpha, Kathleen Rodak, Zeta, Judy 
Morante, Gamma Alpha  

Help Alpha Iota State Save Money!! 

Pay-by-item Breakfast Saturday Morning at Fall Conference Midland 
 

The H Hotel is known for its setting, hospitality, and fine dining.  Special arrangements have been made 
for members to enjoy a FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER BUFFET at a greatly reduced cost, a savings of 
over $11 per person.  Dinner will be served between 5:30 and 7:30 PM on Friday, September 25th. 
Our cost will be only $25, including tax and gratuity, payable with registration fees.    

The H Hotel will provide a concession or PAY-BY-ITEM BREAKFAST that will be available from 
6:45 to 8:15 AM near the ballroom.  A list of items available will be distributed with registration 
materials.  We need only select what we want from the buffet, pay for it, then enjoy eating breakfast 

with friends before the General Membership Announcements and Workshops begin. 

Please sign up for the pay-by-item breakfast on the registration form, so we have an approximate number for the site.   
We will also take a count Friday night to include those who decide to join us for breakfast but did not originally sign 
up. 

We encourage members to participate in the Saturday breakfast (and Friday night dinner buffet) as the money taken in 
will apply to the site's catering minimum.  Our contract predetermined an anticipated cost of food for the weekend.  If 
we don't actually order and eat that amount of food, we will owe that amount anyway.  With everyone's participation, 
we can meet that minimum catering charge.  So, let us ENGAGE our heartiest appetites while savoring the tasty food 
that will be provided for us by The H Hotel.  We will be rewarded in every way. 

Beta Chi Chapter met 
for an afternoon tea 
at Pleasant Lake 
Elementary School 
for afternoon tea to 
celebrate their 40th 
Birthday.  Present   
were three charter 
members, pictured 
here L to R; Pat Little, 
Ann Pine and Jean 
Walle.  Chapter 
President Debbie 

Newman also honored Becky and Gary Hurst with the Friends of 
Education plaque.  They have contributed to the Novi School 
District literacy project and are involved in the Southeastern 
Michiganôs ñOperation School Bell Project.ò  Zuzanna Morelli was 
honored for her retirement from Walled Lake Schools.  


