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  T H E 

WOLVERINE 

Presidentôs Message - A DKG Campaign 

It has often been said that the choices we make today determine what happens in 

the future.   I believe this is certainly true relative to our beloved Delta Kappa 

Gamma Society International.  If DKG is to have a future, we need to engage 

new members now. 

During our Executive Board Meeting and Fall Conference in September, Alpha 

Iota State chose to make the International Recruitment/Membership Plan 

our major state project for this biennium.  It is a well-planned, tried system that 

really works for increasing membership.  I hope you will make an effort to 

engage new members for your chapter which will strengthen and enlarge our 

society. 

Dr. Lyn Schmid and the International Membership Committee have given us a 

significant tool for making a difference in the future of DKG.  All the 

documents needed are found on Alpha Iotaôs website link:  

http://www.dkgmichigan.org/presidents-mailings.html    

Key elements of the DKG Recruitment/Membership Plan:   

1. Members are given a prospect card:  Every member is asked to provide 
the name and communication information for a prospective new 
member.  (Each of us relate to women who are educators in the library 
where we go, in our book clubs, and at our churches or other religious 
institutions.  We may know our childrenôs or grandchildrenôs music or 
art teachers, etc. We have retired teachers in our own neighborhoods.  
Let us think of these as well as teachers in the schools.) 

2. The membership committee takes the prospect cards and presents the 
whole slate to the chapter for voting on the nominees before 
invitations are sent.  Trust the selections of your sisters.   

3. Then, the membership committee sends an enthusiastic letter to the 
prospective members. Brief information on DKG and the chapter is 
included, as well as the invitation to an orientation meeting.  The letter  

        continued on page 2    
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President's message continued from page 1 

 emphasizes the honor of membership and asks them to RSVP 
for the meeting.   (A letter is provided in the plan which can 
be adapted for your chapter.)    

4 At the orientation meeting, each prospect may be hosted by 
the person who nominated her, and the host may get the 
educational/experience information from the nominee. 

5. During the orientation, you may show The Big Picture  
(a 10-minute PowerPoint explaining DKG).  Then, share  
positive aspects of your chapterðprojects, scholarships, etc. 

6. By the end of orientation, invite each one to join.  (Each host 
member can do this.) 

7. Plan an initiation for your new members! 

I hope you will engage several new members, encourage them to get 
involved in the work of the chapter, equip them for leadership, and 
empower them to advance education and educators.   Please share 
your successes in enlisting new members by sending pictures and 
stories about your chapter activities to The Wolverine. 

Dr. Dorothy Sample 
Alpha Iota State President 

Alpha Iota State 

2015-2017 Biennium Theme 

We Are The Future: 

Do Not Miss These Special Articles Inside. 

R to L:  Dr. Dorothy Sample, Alpha 
Iota State President, presents an 
invitation of Honorary DKG 
Membership to Carrie Hessler-
Radelet, the 19th  Director of  the 
Peace Corps.  Chapter President 
Marjorie Pearsall-Groenwald, of Alpha 
Iota Stateôs newest chapter, Beta 

Gamma, looks on. 

              See Page 11 

Alpha Iota Stateôs 
Lifetime Service 

Award. 

          See Page 6 

 

 

 

 

 

The new Collegial Exchange  will 

reach membersô mailboxes in late 

November!   

See full article on page  

mailto:rbeyerlein@ameritech.net
mailto:wsarahsally@aol.com
mailto:jlmiles1@att.net
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Membership 

A Special Welcome  
to Alpha Iota State Initiates 

Zeta 

Dr. Cathy Michele Johnson * 
Alpha Mu 

Bettina M. Amato 
Marguerite E. Forrest 
Kathryn C. Murray 
Marianne Dawn Modlin 

Alpha Tau 

Patricia Dowd 
Kristin Jarvie 
Janet Miller 

Beta Alpha 

Sonbol Azarbahram 
Jennifer L. Flowers-Bentley 

Toni Ann Behrendt * 

Beta Lambda 

Cheryl N. Bowman * 

Cynthia Maria Stevens * 
Deborah L. Cline 
Ruth L. Stover-Lange 

Beta Sigma 

Dr. Renee A. Richer 

Gamma Gamma 

Sharon L. Belobraidich 
Barbara A. Kapla 

 
* Reinstated 

Who Is In Charge of Membership?  WE ARE! 
  

There is a rallying cry in DKG. Have you heard it? It goes like this: 
Who is in charge of Membership?  

WE ARE! The WE being each member in DKG from the 50+ years 
members to the brand new initiates.  

This biennium is continuing the drive to bring new members into the 
organization as DKG extends its reach into the communities to find 
those excellent educators who will enrich and be enriched by the 
Society.  

Each member in DKG has a charge to embrace a fellow educator and 
introduce her to Delta Kappa Gamma. Uncertain about how to do this?  

Go to the DKG website. Select Committees; then, select Membership. 
Scroll down to the  Membership Recruitment Plan for 2015  and  
the four supporting documents are underneath in red. 

The six-step plan is an easy-to-follow approach to gaining new 
members.  At the state convention there were many testimonials about 
the success of this plan.  Accessory pieces to help strengthen and 
sustain a healthy chapter can also be found on the same page of the 
website. 

Each piece is a must read. Simultaneously, each chapter must continue 
to reach out to former members who have resigned and encourage them 
to rejoin their friends in DKG. The honor of membership in Delta 
Kappa Gamma belongs to all women who evidence potential in a field 
of education.  

Who is in charge of honoring these women? WE ALL ARE! 

Kathy Muench, Alpha Mu, State Membership /Expansion Chair     

kemuench1715@comcast.net 

Anniversary Pins  available for sale. Cost $8.00 each, shipping extra. To order pins contact J-Jay Pechta, information page 2. 

Antique Gold 

Bright Gold 

Antique Copper 

Bright Gold Bright Gold 

Bright Copper 

Bright Gold 

Bright Silver Antique Silver 

   Bright Gold 

35 Years Emerald 

Green  

40 year Ruby Red      

45 Years  Blue Sapphire  

50 Year Diamond 

Honor Members with Pins          Key Woman Educator Pin 

Chapter Woman of Distinction.  RED Letters are Pin shows gold laurel leaves with 
on a gold background.  The dark areas are raised  a diamond setting.  An open red  
 gold.  The DKG letters are in red on gold.  rose with green leaves outlining  
      a black background is in the center. 
Available at  state meetings or via mail with   Gold letters read ñKey Women   
$4.00 shipping and handling charge Educators.ò   

mailto:Kemuench1715@comcast.net


 

 

Membership  

White Roses in Memoriam 

Janet Irene Eastman ï Alpha Zeta Chapter 

Described as an ñenthusiastic and loyal advocate for students and for 
all of the Northern familyò Janet Eastman, a 41-year veteran of the 
Port Huron Area School District, died August 1, after an extended 
battle with cancer.  Janet, who joined Alpha Zeta Chapter in 2012, 
was serving as Vice President of the chapter.   

She was born September 30, 1946 in Mount Pleasant, Michigan.  In 
college she studied and excelled in social studies and won the 
Development Fund Fellowship, which allowed her to pursue a 
Masterôs Degree at Central Michigan University where she graduated 
Summa Cum Laude with a MA in History.  

During her career at Port Huron Area Schools, Eastman served as 
Student Activities Director and was remembered by several of her 
former students as ña wonderful teacherò and ña very nice person.ò  
During her years as an instructor she chaperoned many student trips 
to ñinform their lives of history.ò  As one of her students stated, ñWe 
will miss her guidance.ò 

September 30, 1946 - August 1, 2015 

Marilyn J. Price  - Sigma Chapter 

Following her mother into membership in Delta Kappa 
Gamma, Marilyn Price continued her membership for fifty-
two years, and she is described by her peers as a dedicated 
and devoted member whose smile and enthusiasm will be 
missed. 

One student wrote that she was such a ñsweet, kind 
teacher,ò and told of how Price would read stories and then 
put students down for naps after tapping each of them on 
the head to make sure they had peaceful naps.  Another 
praised her as someone who was ñborn to be a kindergarten 
teacher,ò citing how Price would pin a badge on each 
studentôs shirt saying the particular kindergartener had 
rested well that day.  

Marilyn Price taught kindergarten for over forty years. She 
began her teaching at Washington School and after four 
years transferred to teaching at Edmore, where she stayed 
for three years.  Her next thirty-eight years were spent at 
Cedar Crest Elementary in Greenville Public Schools.  The 
childhood education center wing at Cedar Crest 
Elementary was dedicated in her honor.  Memorials for 
Marilyn Price were made to Cedar Crest Elementary.   

 

They lived and brought  

a bit of beauty, love, and 
faith.  

 Now their lives will  

ever be reflected in our 
hearts.  
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      Chapter Presidents and Membership Chairs 
 

It is very important that the chapters send  Form 6 
immediately following the death of a chapter member. No 
information can be shared in  The Wolverine until this form 
is received. 

There are many members whose deaths are 
observed in chapter newsletters but the 
editor cannot list then in The Wolverine until 
Form 6 is sent by the chapter to: 
Delores Di Giacomo (Mu)       

5024 Territorial Rd. 

Grand Blanc, MI  48439 

dejack@yahoo.com 

Patricia Ann Moore - Sigma Chapter 

Born in 1929 in Lansing, MI, Patricia Kelly graduated from Okemos 
High School as Salutatorian and from Michigan State University 
where she earned both her Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees.    

For 30 years, Mrs. Moore taught home economics at Okemos High 
School and was known as a talented cook, seamstress, quilter, basket 
weaver, porcelain doll maker and stained glass crafter.  In 1972, 
after years of sharing her many talents with Okemos students, she 
was named Director of Career Education, and created the Building 
Trades Program that allowed each enrolled student to attend school 
for half days while learning a trade the remaining half of each day.  
For many years, Moore also served as costumer for Okemos High 
plays, and she belonged to quilter groups who made quilts for 
veterans.   

An active and valued member of Sigma who took on many chapter 
roles, including leadership, Patricia Mooreôs memorials were made 
to her chapterôs scholarship fund. 

June 28,1929 ï August 18, 2015 

Bequest of Delta Kappa Gamma Pins 

In the event of my death, I respectively request that my family 

donate my Delta Kappa Gamma Pins to:_____________ 

Chapter or to the Michigan (Alpha Iota) State Organization 

Signed:  _________________________________________ 

Date:       ___________________________________________ 

 

Please cut this out or make a copy and place with your pins, so 
that your heirs will know what to do with them. 
Honor a future member with your legacy. 



 

 

Membership  

White Roses in Memoriam 

Margaret Dunning - Kappa Chapter  

A woman who inspired others to ñpay it forward,ò Honorary 
Member of Kappa Chapter since 1997, Margaret Dunning, was ña 
truly remarkable woman.ò  She led by example and encouraged 
others to ñgive backò by serving her hometown of Plymouth.  We 
have so much for which to  be  thankful  for; her love, her 
mentorship, her generosity, her humbleness, and her humor.  
Margaret was a true pillar of the community.  The pillars referenced 
here include the formation of the Plymouth Library, her leadership, 
her stewardship in the construction of the Plymouth Historical 
Museum, and her reach to other communities including ten to 
fifteen nationwide charity automobile shows.  When she 
participated in her last auto show, she was age 103 and had been 
faithfully driving in the Detroit area Dream Cruise each August, 
ñusually in her 1966 Cadillac Sedan DeVille.ò   

She first attended a country school, but was later sent to Dana Hall, 
a private school in Wellesley, Massachusetts. She returned to 
Plymouth and graduated from Plymouth High School in 1929. 

Dunning spent two years at the University of Michigan, but left 
amid the financial pressures of the Great Depression.  She then 
studied at the Hamilton Business School in Ypsilanti.  Later she 
became president of a credit union, and the owner of Goldsteinôs 
Apparel that she renamed and then expanded into a department 
store in downtown Plymouth.  She sold the store in 1968.  In 2011, 
at age 102, she applied to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
hoping to complete her degree in business.  She was accepted. 

June 26, 1910 - May 17, 2015 

H. Evelyn Harmer - Beta Lambda Chapter 

The Dryden Public Schools especially knew Evelyn 
Harmer, charter member of Beta Lambda Chapter, for her 
40 years of service as an elementary school teacher.  

Remarkably, Harmer began her teaching career in a one-
room schoolhouse after graduating from Dryden High 
School and then attending County Normal Teaching 
Institute in Flint.  She later earned a Masterôs Degree in 
education from Eastern Michigan University.   

Evelyn was a 47 year member of Beta Lambda Chapter,.  
She served as Second Vice-president, First Vice-president, 
and for 22 years as the Chapter Treasurer.  She also served 
on both the Scholarship and Nominations Committees and 
represented her chapter at many State and International 
Conventions. 

July 25, 1920-June 8, 2015 
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Ardath Irene Olsen ï Beta Rho Chapter 

Beta Rho lost charter member Ardath Irene Olsen on May 30, 2015.  
Ardath, who was living at Brookdale Place, The Woodlands, in 
Spring, Texas, had also been the 2001 Chapter Woman of 
Distinction for Beta Rho and was described as ña person of great 
integrity.ò  She is remembered as a very active member who loved 
the social aspect of Delta Kappa Gamma but actively served on the 
Personal Growth and Development and World Fellowship 
Committees.  She was initiated into Delta Kappa Gamma on June 2, 
1973, when she, along with eighteen other women from Monroe 
County, were all initiated into membership of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society.  Alpha Chi (Adrian, Michigan) had sponsored the 
founding of this Beta Rho Chapter.  

A graduate of Flat Rock High School, Ardath went on to study 
elementary education and art at Eastern Michigan University.  She 
taught art for seven years of her long career.  Her love of art was 
reflected in her extensive purple (her favorite color) wardrobe and 
the butterflies that adorned her jewelry and scarves.  Often team-
teaching with fellow Delta Kappa Gamma sisters, she was said to 
have ña great love of her students.ò   

As an elementary education teacher for the Bedford Public Schools 
in Temperance, Michigan, Ardathôs DKG sisters praise her for her 
dedication to the ñwhole student.ò  One friend noted that she often 
paid for lunches, books, and even secured clothing for children in 
need. 

May 11, 1925- May 30, 2015 

Margaret Louise Childs ï Beta Omicron 

ñKind, considerate, interesting, and always cheerfulò 
describes Beta Omicronôs Margaret Louise Childs, who at 
age 90 performed her last role, a lead at Actorôs Theatre in 
Grand Rapids, MI.    Her director at Actorôs Theatre says 
of her, ñIt was my great honor and good fortune to be her 
director in ó4000 Miles,ô her last stage appearance . . . She 
was a great actress and a great lady.ò  Another friend 
speaks of her as ñan accomplished woman . . . ahead of her 
time ï smart, independent, while humane and kind.ò  Over 
sixty years, she performed in more than fifty plays 
including, ñJohn Brownôs Body,ò ñAll the Way Home,ò 
ñThe Matchmaker,ò ñOn Golden Pond,ò and several other 
familiar scripts.  She also appeared in numerous 
commercials and industrial films in Grand Rapids.   

Born in Lansing, MI in 1924, Childs began acting in high 
school and was active in theater her entire life.  She 
received her BA from Michigan State University in 1964, 
her MA from the University of Michigan in 1967, and a 
fellowship in Speech at Northwestern University.  Her 
professional career included teaching in Albion and East 
Lansing, MI from 1946 to 1949.  There she taught 
kindergarten at Brookside Elementary and Morris Primary 
School.  From 1961 through 1968, she taught Theater and 
English for the Grand Rapids Public Schoolsô Educational 
Park and the Gifted and Talented programs.  She directed a 
number of childrenôs shows and high school musicals, and 
for her students, a ñwell doneò is said to have been a 
ñcoveted prize.ò 

In addition to her active role in her local DKG chapter, she 
was past President of Circle Theatre, sat on the boards of 
several local arts organizations, and her legacy is said to be 
ña vibrant arts communityò in the Grand Rapids area.ò 

September 24,1924 - July 29, 2015 



 

Membership 
 

Alpha Iota Stateôs Lifetime Service Award 

Does your chapter have members who fit either of the following categories: the 
woman has been a member of DKG for at least fifty years or has reached the age 
of eighty? These are candidates for the Lifetime Service Award. 

This new award seeks to honor those members for their important contributions to 
education and to DKG.  Letôs choose to showcase the contributions of these members who have given 
much to the profession and the field of education and to The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International. 
These women have been a big part of the history and success of the Society and have been instrumental in 
the educational lives of many children. Sharing the accomplishments of these DKG women will help 
newer members appreciate the past, the projects and the legacy of their chapter and will inspire 
participation and inspiration in both the Society and in educational endeavors in their community. 

§ To honor a woman or women from your chapter, first choose the member(s) to be honored as recipients of the 
Lifetime Service Award.   

§ Then, using the form that is available on the website of the state organization (www.dkgmichigan.org; look 
under ñResourcesò and ñState Formsò), list the individualôs major educational work and accomplishments and 
describe the memberôs involvement and leadership in DKG. Be sure to include involvement at all applicable 
levels of DKG: chapter, state organization and International.  

§ Send the completed application to the email address on the form.  
§ A certificate for presentation will be sent from Alpha Iota State DKG.   
§ There is no deadline for this award application but please allow time for the certificate to be mailed.   
§ The honor may be bestowed upon women at any time of the year.   
§ Your chapter may choose the place and time to present this award.  
§ When the certificate is presented, give special honor to the recipient by sharing her life story in education and 
DKG.   

§ Take pictures and send an account of the honor to The Wolverine.  
§ Celebrate the women of your chapter.  Acknowledge and applaud their accomplishments! 

          Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg 

          Alpha Iota State Immediate Past President 
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DKG Women Are Leaders 

When you think of a leader, you may picture an individual who is of good character, confident, able 
to delegate, a communicator, enthusiastic, able to work with others, and committed to the task.  That 
describes every member of DKG. That describes you! 

Chapters will be, very soon, selecting and electing members to lead the group for the next biennium. 
Each chapter elects a president, a vice-president, and a secretary. The Executive Board selects the 
treasurer.  There is the option of a second vice-president and/or a corresponding secretary; both are 
elected.  

As your chapter begins the process of nominating women to those offices, ask yourself a few questions.  ñHave I 
served as an officer? When was the last time I served?  For which office am I best suited?ò  Make a commitment to an 
office, then contact your chapterôs Nominations Committee to make it known that you are willing to fill a position.  
Serving as a chapter officer is rewarding and fulfilling.  In that role, you learn so much about the Society and your own 
members.  In addition to serving the chapter, you can make strides in moving education forward and assisting those in 
your community. 

Each chapter is as strong and productive as its members. Each member, then, should participate in a leadership role, 
helping the chapter to grow and meet its goals. Share your passion and interest in DKG by becoming involved! 

        Submitted by Liz VanWestenburg, Gamma Gamma 

        Alpha Iota Leadership Development Committee Chair 
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Necrology Committee Shares 
Ways to Honor Members 

When a chapter experiences the death of a member, that 
chapter always has the opportunity to participate in the 
Ceremony of Life and Remembrance during the Spring 
Convention provided they have filed Form 6.  Often a 
chapter will also choose to hold a ceremony within the 
chapter since not all members can attend the convention. 

Many chapters hold their own ceremony at a meeting and 
they will place a white rose for the member similar to 
what is done at the convention. Some use a poem or 
reading of their choice and most include a write-up in 
their chapter newsletter. 

The Necrology Committee also publishes obituaries in 
The Wolverine, and copies are forwarded to the family or 
friend contact when the Commemorative Booklets are 
sent out to them in the spring. The chapter may also want 
to send an obituary they have written in their newsletter to 
the Necrology Committee. 

Many chapters will ask the family if they would like to 
have an abbreviated White Rose Ceremony at the funeral 
services. Chapter members often attend the family 
services individually or as a group.  After checking with 
the family and funeral home, members may be invited to 
talk or to share something about their sister if that is an 
appropriate part of the service.  

Some chapters have a dinner to honor their sister or just 
reminisce at a chapter function. Whenever we learn of the 
death of a chapter member, we do what we can. We all 
know how much these women care about our organization 
and its purposes.  Please share your ideas and practices so 
the Necrology Committee can include them in The 
Wolverine in the future.  

   Submitted by Delores Di Giacomo, Mu 

   State Necrology Committee Chair 

State Committees 

Safe Surfing on the Internet 

I hope you have been surfing!  We are proud of our new 
website at www.dkgmichigan.org  We hope you will use 
it to read the presidentôs mailings, find forms, and check 
in on news and events.   
While you are out on the web, visit the International site 
at www.dkg.org You will find many resources there 
including access to our logo, international forms, contact 
information, and shopping.  Did you know you can order 
up to fifty beautiful new DKG brochures for the price of 
shipping and handling?  What a great item to have when 
approaching new members! 
Some members have expressed some worry about 
shopping online.  Safety is important.  These tips will 
help you keep your identity and your peace of mind.  
When shopping, you should notice that the web address 
in the address bar that usually looks like this <http://
www.deltakappagamma.org>  looks like this <https://
www.deltakappagamma.org>. Seeing that s at the end of 
http and a picture of a closed padlock on your address 
bar means that you are communicating securely.  For 
online shopping, choose one card with a low limit and 
use it exclusively as your online shopping card.  Your 
card provider should be able to assist you with dropping 
that limit.  Also, keep a dedicated free email address 
such as a gmail address to do your online shopping.  
That will keep the associated advertisements away from 
your everyday business.  Finally, choose a 
ñsuperpassword.ò   
Superpasswords are fun and easy to make and should 
be used for online shopping, social media, and other 
online pursuits.  The simple way to do it is to think of a 
sentence you wonôt forget and use it like an acronym.  
For example, a sentence you might know is ñTom, Dick, 
and Harry are my three (3) grandsons!ò  A great 
password would be the first letter of each word 
TDHam3g!  This type of password is much more secure 
from malware, viruses, and other internet dangers. 
Surf safely and weôll see you soon at our home on the 
web!   
  Submitted by Tamara Webster, Gamma Theta 

        State Technology Committee Chair and Webmaster 

Honoring Departed Sisters 

How sad it is to lose a close chapter friend or mentor.   How very sad it would be to miss honoring that person at the 

Alpha Iota State Convention.  Because the 2016 state convention is April 15 ï 17, earlier than usual, the Ceremony of 

Remembrance Committee will honor departed sisters who have passed away through December 31, 2015.  Deaths in 

2016 will be honored at the 2017 State Convention.  Be sure to submit Form 6 by the second week of January 

2016 so your beloved sister may be honored.  The completed Form 6 is sent to Delores Di Giacomo, Necrology Chair 

for Alpha Iota - Michigan. 

Submitted by Gwen Graham, Mu, and Margaret Meehan, Beta Rho, Ceremony of Remembrance ~ Celebration of Life Committee Co-Chairs  

http://www.dkgmichigan.org
http://www.dkg.org
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 State Committees 

Grants Available:  Just Apply 

Alpha Iota State has grants available to support 
members.   

The Katherine Keeling Memorial Grant 
supports Michigan members who wish to 

participate in seminars, workshops, research, and other work 
designed to contribute to their professional development. It is 
a competitive grant of up to $500 available each year for 
DKG members.  Applicants must be a member and show 
active participation in DKG at the chapter level.  Both 
actively employed and retired members may apply. 
Application deadline is March 15, 2016. 

The International Convention Grant Fund  is available 
one time only, for one member from each Michigan chapter 
to subsidize registration fees to attend the International 
Convention which this year is July 5-9, in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Each chapter may individually determine how to 
select its applicants for the grants.  To be eligible for the 
grant, the chapter designee must submit an application 
postmarked no later than March 15, 2016. 
The forms are available under resources on the DKG state 
website, dkgmichigan.org 

Scholarships available from International: 
The Golden Gift Fund Leadership Management Seminar will 
be held July 17-29, 2016, at The University of Texas at 
Austin.  The seminar is offered to all members to develop 
their leadership, communications and management skills. 
Participants have a chance to grow personally and 
professionally while interacting with instructors and DKG 
members from around the world.  The award covers all but a 
$500 registration fee for which applicants are responsible. 
Electronically submitted applications are due by December 
1, 2015.  All information pertaining to the application can be 
found at www.dkg.org on the Golden Gift Fund Committee 
page.  Plan now since the deadline is Dec. 1, 2015.  
Scholarships can be found online at www.dkg.org 
               Submitted by Judi Fisher, Gamma Alpha, State Scholarship Chair 

Funding Our Purposes Silent Auction 
Our ñFunding Our Purposesò raffle at our 
Fall Conference was a success.  There was 
a variety of items including fresh apples, 
homemade quilts, travel kits, gift cards and 
color themed baskets.  We had 3 hours to 

sell  8 items under $50 and 17 items over $50 and we 
raised $1,741.  Thanks to Joyce Daglow, Gamma, and 
Carol Anderson, Gamma Alpha, for setting everything 
up and selling tickets. A special  thanks to all who 
donated items and purchased tickets. A big thank you 
also goes to the volunteers who kept everything in 
order. 

We will hold another raffle at the State Convention in 
Kalamazoo on April 15-17.  Both large and small 
items from chapters or individuals are needed. 
Consider using reusable shopping bags, file boxes and 
totes to hold your items. 

Remember you need to complete a form to turn in with 
your donation. Each item must be described and a 
value noted. We need this for the State of Michigan 
raffle report. This form should be included in the 
President's Newsletter.  Proceeds from the auction go 
to three funds: Scholarships, World Fellowship and 
Members Supporting Members. Thank you again for 
your continuing generosity. 

Your contribution to the auction also helps your 
chapter earn a point for the Award of the Rose. 

Submitted by Fran Saenz, and Carol Anderson,  

Gamma Alpha, Funding Our Purposes Co-Chairs  

and Joyce Daglow, Gamma, World Fellowship Chair 

World Fellowship Recipient 2015-2016 
 

Lisa Veronica Decenteceo  
1609 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
Email:  lees.decenteceo@yahoo.com 
Birthday 3/14  Home Country:  Philippines 
Working on PhD. in Ethnomusicology 

Olive Horning of the International World Fellowship 

Committee recently shared that the University of 

Michigan student who was our World Fellowship 

designee from last year was granted an extension on her 

scholarship for the 2015-2016 year.  This information is 

available on the International Website dkg.org - select 

Committees, then World Fellowship at the bottom of 

the committee page choose: 

https://www.dkg.org/content/world-fellowship-recipient-booklet

-2015-2016 

Submitted by Joyce Daglow, Gamma, State World Fellowship Chair 

Big Changes Coming To 
The Rosebud Chorus 

Get in on the ground floor. Pick your time to 
rehearse before the Spring Convention. I'm 
going to make music available to you by one of 
the following: download, email, CD or 
YouTube....maybe even snail mail!  You will be 
Equipped, Encouraged, Engaged and Empowered.  
Contact dddshul@aol.com in January (Note: only one "L" in 
email address)  

     Submitted by Diane Shull, Beta Rho, Alpha Iota State Chorus Director 

http://www.dkg.org
https://www.dkg.org/content/world-fellowship-recipient-booklet-2015-2016
https://www.dkg.org/content/world-fellowship-recipient-booklet-2015-2016
mailto:dddshul@aol.com
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Hear Ye Hear Ye  

Staff Vacancyï Applications Wanted 

T he Personnel Committee of Alpha Iota State is announcing two staff vacancies, effective 

July 1, 2016.   

Executive Secretary for Alpha Iota State  
(a paid position) 

 Editor, The Wolverine, for Alpha Iota State 
 (a paid position) 

These vacancies occur because of the June 30, 2016 
expiration dates of the current contracts. 

Application deadline:  FEBRUARY 15, 2016 

Information and application forms are available by 

contacting:  Kay Ostrom, Personnel Committee Chair 

 1650 Bayview Drive 

 Norton Shores, MI 49441-5906 

 231-798-2643 

There is information regarding these positions in the  

   Alpha Iota State Bylaws, Article VI, Section 2, G, H  

Visit the Updated and Certified Alpha Iota State Website :  dkgmichigan.org 

ƷPresidentôs Mailings and Updates      ƷScholarship and Grant-in-aid Applications  

ƷResource Section for all State and International Forms with deadlines ƷNEW Lifetime Achievement Award 

Alpha Iota State 

Friend of Education 

 

The Friend of Education Award recognizes persons or 
groups who have given outstanding support and note-
worthy service to education in Michigan. 

The Friend of Education Award may be given by any 
chapter to an individual or community group that the 
chapter deems worthy of such recognition.  Chapters 
have autonomy in determining who is to receive the 
award and how the award will be presented.  It is totally 
up to the chapter to establish criteria, to nominate, to 
confirm, and to present.  Alpha Iota State supports your 
chapterôs award by providing The Friend of Education 
certificate with a seal, thus confirming the award at the 
state level.  The chapter determines who, when, how, 
why, and how many Friend of Education awards will be 
given. 

Guidelines for Friend of Education Certificate   

1. The recipient should not currently be an educator or 
working in education. 

2. The support of education by individuals or groups that 
have an ongoing presence in your community may be 
awarded. 

Awarding the Friend of Education Certificate  

1. Certificates may be awarded in whatever manner you 
deem suitable at a chapter or public meeting, special 
awards ceremony or other educational function. 
Education recognition week might be appropriate.  

2. Encourage press coverage by arranging for it before 
the event and sending a press release to your local 
paper. (Please send copy to state DKG.) 

3. The report form is posted on the Alpha Iota Website.  
Go to Resources, Forms, and then link to the Chapter 
Friend of Education Award.  When you complete the 
award, send it to the Alpha Iota State 2nd Vice-
President at dkgmichiganvp2@gmail.com, who is 
responsible for the awards.  A professionally 
prepared award certificate will be sent for your 
presentation or you may request a blank certificate 
and have someone neatly write the name of the 
person or organization honored, chapter name and 
date on the certificate. The chapter president also 
signs the certificate. 

 Submitted by Ranae Beyerlein, PhD, Alpha Mu, 2nd Vice-president  

Invitation From Your Chapter 
or Council for Officer Visitation 

During your chapter and council 
planning meetings, remember to 
schedule a visit from your state DKG 
president or any other officer.  Your 
state officers are available to attend your 
meetings for sharing news, updating 

information and giving challenges for this new 
biennium. 

You can find the Visitation Form on our DKG website: 

dkgmichigan.org.  

After filling out the form you may email the request to 

me: marilynhopkinsdkg@gmail.com or mail the form 

to:  

Marilyn J. Hopkins,  

709 Whisperwood Trail,  

Fenton, Michigan 48430 

I'll be waiting for your requests. 

Submitted by Marilyn Hopkins, Mu, State Visitation Chair  

mailto:dkgmichiganvp2@gmail.com
mailto:marilynhopkinsdkg@gmail.net
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Helpful Hints for Recording Secretaries 

As I assumed my new position as Alpha Iota State 
Recording Secretary, I received these hints from 
my predecessors and I would like to share them 
with you. 
The minutes are a legal record of the proceedings 
of an assembled group, in this case your chapter. 

Only record actions and not opinions expressed. The 
process is not recorded, only the result. Be precise and just 
record the final decision, not the discussion of the ideas 
leading up to it. 
The first portion or paragraph of the minutes should state the 
kind of meeting. (regular, executive board, etc.) Include the 
groupôs name, date, time and place. Subsequent subjects 
should be in separate paragraphs. 
Bold or underline the motions to make them obvious. 
Remember, amendments are not important; the motion as 
finally adopted is. 
Names of persons seconding the motion no longer have to be 
included. 
Counted votes must be put into the minutes. Record only the 
number of votes for and against, not any abstentions. 
The words ñrespectfully submittedò are no longer used. 

Corrections to minutes 
A.  Never blot out.  Just put a line through and write the 
correction in the margin. 

B.  It is never too late to correct the minutes. However, if 
they have already been approved, a 2/3 vote is 
required for amendment. 

You can tape record, but take notes, too.  Confer with your 
officers if youôre unsure about certain information. 

Try to write up the minutes within two weeks to make it 
easier to remember details.  

Thanks to Ann Elmer from Alpha Mu for sharing the following: 

 ñSample Minutesò 

Delta Kappa Gamma 

Chapter Name 

Type of Meeting 

Date 
  I.  Call to Order   (President) called the meeting to order at 

 ____P.M. at (location) 
II.  Minutes of Previous Meeting  The members were asked for 

 any additions or corrections to the minutes of the (date) meeting, 
 with the following corrections. 

III. Treasurerôs Report 

IV.  First Vice-Presidentôs Report 
 V.  Committee Reports  (Committee Reports can be part of the 

 monthly news to save time.) 

 X.  Adjournment   The meeting was adjourned at (time). 
_______________________________ Approved to be placed on file. 

(date) 
_______________________________ Name, Chapter, Recording 

Secretary  
       Submitted by Lynne Elsesser, Gamma Alpha, State Recording Secretary  

Communications Committee Update 
 

Over the summer, the new 2015-2017 
Communications Committee was 
chosen.  The scoring rubric was 
reviewed and will remain the same as 
last year.  The rubric is available online 
at the Michigan website.   

Go to www.dkgmichigan.org, choose resources, 
then choose forms, then Newsletter Checklist. 
 

Newsletters are expected to be submitted by  
February 1, 2016, to be eligible for the 
communications awards.  Send to: Sharron LaHaie 
at Sharron06@charter.net  
 

Be sure to publish your chapter activities in 
media other than a DKG publication.  Our 
chapters need to take the time to promote all 
they do to further professional and personal 
growth of women educators  
 

  Submitted by Sharron LaHaie; Alpha Xi,
  State Communications Chair 

Professional Affairs Committee 
Energize Your Meetings with 

Icebreakers 
Ice breakers are particularly well suited for 
beginning a speech or starting a meeting.  As the 
name implies, they ñbreak the ice,ò help participants 
relax, and generally set the tone for the presentation.  
Try this activity at your next meeting. 

The Funniest Thing 
Ask group members to write down the funniest 
thing that happened to them or in their classroom/
home since the last meeting. Put the responses in a 
container.  Periodically during the meeting, draw 
them out and invite the group to guess who wrote 
each story.   

Special Thanks 
I would like to extend my thanks to the members 
who presided over a session at Fall Conference: 
Joanne Saucier, Alicia Sanford, Lynn Mason, Amy 
Wright, Esther Loskowske, Fran Coulter, Pam 
Naplin, Nina Keener, Diane Frangie, and Dr. Gedy 
Love.  Your willingness to volunteer helped to make 
the Midland Fall Conference a success.   
Anyone interested in presiding a session at the State 
Convention in Kalamazoo, please contact me at:   

jackie@mysmartfamily.com 
 

        Submitted by Jackie Smart, Gamma Alpha,  

        State Professional Affairs Chair 
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Director Of The Peace Corp Invited To Be a DKG Honorary Member 

On Columbus Day evening, October 12, Chapter President Marjorie Pearsall-Groenwald from Alpha Iota Stateôs newest 
chapter, Beta Gamma, and chapter members welcomed State President, Dr. Dorothy Sample; Immediate Past President, 
Liz VanWestenburg; DKG members, Alice Bristle, Mu, and Kay Ostrom, Alpha Kappa; plus, an auditorium full of oth-
ers, including my husband Gary, to a gathering at St. Andrewôs Presbyterian Church in Beulah, Michigan.  The occasion 
was three-fold: first, to hear Carrie Hessler-Radelet, the 19th Director of the Peace Corps; second, was to invite her to 
Honorary Membership in the Alpha Iota State Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, as ap-
proved by those present at Alpha Iotaôs 2015 Fall Conference in Midland last month; third, was to address a major goal 
of Beta Gamma Chapter, that being to host a major speaker each year to which the public will be invited.  To that end, 
Carrie Hessler-Radelet was their first invited guest presenter.   

 Living predominately in Virginia, Carrieôs work takes her regularly to her Washington, 
D.C. office and all parts of the world.  Hessler-Radelet served the Peace Corps for two 
years in Samoa.  She told of helping a host mother through the pregnancy of her 9th child.  
Learning she was pregnant, the woman, distraught, did not believe she would be able to 
survive another pregnancy.  With the gentle, persevering help of this Peace Corps Volun-
teer, the woman connected with the local clinic, was treated for anemia and given regular 
health care for her full pregnancy term.  The woman told (at that time) twenty-four year 
old, Hesslet-Radelet she was sure her husband would refuse her permission to go the clin-
ic for the delivery, even though she had been told herôs was a high-risk pregnancy.  With 
encouragement, the clinician took it upon herself to go to the home of the pregnant wom-
an.  Over the course of months, the clinician got to know the family and was able to per-
suade the womanôs husband to allow her to have the baby at the clinic.  Mother and baby 

came through the birth well.  As a result of this successful experience, other pregnant women began to use the services 
of the clinic.  Hessler-Radelet was so inspired by these favorable results, she decided that upon leaving her completed  
Peace Corps term of service, she would go into the health care field. 

Director Carrie Hessler-Radelet, sworn in during 2014, is a fourth generation Peace Corps Volunteer in her family with 
a fifth now in process.   Carrie is a gifted story teller who relates clearly the mission and the positive effects of the Peace 
Corps.  Her complete professional biography can be found by an internet search: Peace Corps. 

 We learned that her family has been living in the Beulah area since 1936.  She often summers there, and, when she re-
tires, she plans to return to the Beulah area.  Until then, she visits as often as her schedule allows. 

 Following her speech in Beulah, Alpha Iota President, Dr. Dorothy Sample, gave Carrie Hesslet-Radelet a letter of invi-
tation to honorary state membership in our Society.  It was a moving moment. 

Attractive, personable Carrie Hessler-Radelet made a dynamic impression on those who heard her that night.  Later that 
week, in honor of the 55th year since Peace Corps was proposed in a speech by President John F. Kennedy on the Union 
Steps at The University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Hesslet-Radelet would address a group at the university, as well, to 
commemorate this important founding. 

Kudos to Gamma Beta Chapter President Marjorie Pearsall-Groenwald and members of this new chapter.  The gathering 
gave those of us present a certain ñshot of membership adrenaline.ò  We left with enthusiasm for our own chapters to 
continue to expand, grow deeper and share what we have with those around us.  I am already looking forward to finding 
out who Beta Gamma Chapter will sponsor as their community speaker next year. 

As a RPCV (Returned Peace Corps Volunteer), I was especially interested in the updated facts about the Peace Corps 
that our speaker shared.  Currently, there are about 7,000 volunteers.  At its greatest population, there were about 16,000 
volunteers.  There is no specific age limit for a volunteer, and there is always a waiting list of countries wanting volun-
teers.  The application process has been shortened and made more transparent.  An accepted volunteer can now be in a 
country to begin training within nine months of beginning the application process.  Once in place, the Peace Corps Vol-
unteer begins to educate in the environment and to be educated by it. 

During my teaching years, following my return in 1967, I was awarded a letter from Washington crediting my resume 
with two additional years of teaching experience and a pay scale increase in recognition of my own service.  That news 
was conveyed to me by the principal of my school during my second year of teaching in the schools. 

     Submitted by Kay Ostrom, Alpha Kappa, Alpha Iota State Personnel Committee Chairman 
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Art Work Accepted by DKG International 

Gallery of Fine Arts 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Arts & 
Humanities Jury is pleased to announce the publication of 
Fall Harvest, Art Class Hangers and Iris watercolor 
paintings by Kathleen Rodak in the DKG Gallery of Fine 
Arts, an online gallery of juried art works and letters at 

www.dkg.org Rodak, is a resident of Farmington Hills, 
Michigan, and a member of Zeta Chapter.  
Her artwork will be on display in the 
Gallery for a period of six months.  She is 
an active member of the Farmington Art 
Foundation and VAAL (Visual Arts 
Association of Livonia).   

This is the third round for which  
Kathleen has had her art work chosen for 
display and she is now the Michigan 
liaison for the DKG International Gallery. 

Coordinating Councils  

Welcome To Our 2015-2016 Season! 

 
Many of our Coordinating Councils are 
actively finalizing plans for the 2015-
2016 season.  After the Executive Board 
Meeting at the Fall Conference in 
Midland, many councils met.  Each 
council has its own way of preparing for 

the annual event.  Their governances change from 
region to region and the responsibilities and formats are 
different, too.   We are a very creative group! 
The Flint Area Coordinating Council has the first 
activity of the season.  Pat Emenyonu will share her 
recent trip to Africa.  The event is scheduled for October 
20, 2015, 5:30 pm at Holy Family School in Grand 
Blanc, Michigan.  
The Cascades Council has the second Coordinating 
Council meeting of the season.  Travel, Tea, Take Along 
and Tone are the four corner workshops, along with the 
luncheon and auctions.  This workshop will be held on 
Saturday, November 7, 2015, at Cascades Manor House, 
1970 Kibby Road, Jackson MI; 9:30 am to 1:30 pm.   

Many other Councils have planned events for springtime 
and I will keep you updated on these in upcoming issues 
of The Wolverine.  Coordinating Council members, 
please remember to update Gedy on your next event and 
your contact information.  
All DKG sisters are welcome to attend any Coordinating 
Council.  Local councils like to greet old friends and new 
friends at their council events.  If you are not active in 
your local Coordinating Council, please consider joining 
one.   
The Sub-Committee for our Alpha Iota State 
Coordinating Councils welcomes YOU.  The roles of our 
Sub-Committee members include attending local 
Coordinating Councils and sharing the fun with Gedy. 
Sub-Committee members may act as Gedyôs 
representative sometimes.  If you are interested in 
becoming part of the Coordinating Councils Sub-
Committee, please contact Gedy, she can use your help. 
Remember, ñWe are the Future:  Engage, Encourage, 
Equip, and Empower. 

If your Coordinating Council has additional activities, or 
if you would like to be a committee member, please 
contact Dr. Gedy Love at drgedy@frontiernet.net    
 

    Submitted by Dr. Gedy Love, Omicron,  

   State Coordinating Council Chair 

Articles Wanted  
For The Wolverine about: 

Chapter News 
Events/Celebrations 

Program Ideas and Resources 
Good Works 

Pictures with captions and names  
Winter  Issue Deadline 
December 1, 2015 

e-mail-jpechta.dkg@comcast.net 

Member Data Base Updating 
Keeping member information up-to-date is very important. 
This information includes a current  address, a current 
telephone number and an updated email address. To update 
the information, go to www.dkg. org and look at the gray 
member center area on the bottom of the opening  page.  

Choose the Member Forms line.  Change of Address is the 
first topic. Use your member ID number  and make any 
changes to your information.  Then send the form back via 
e-mail or send in the mail.  Members without Internet 
access, should call DKG International Headquarters at  

888-762-4685. 

http://www.dkg.org
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New Publication From  

The International  Communications 

Committee  

The new Collegial 

Exchange will reach 

membersô mailboxes in late 

November!  Members 

should be on the lookout for 

this inaugural issue, 

and   consider contributing 

to the magazine.  The next 

deadline is December 15, 

2015, and submissions 

should be sent to 

bulletin@dkg.org. 

The Exchange focuses on 

practical tips for the 

classroom and for DKG; on sharing viewpoints on 

educational and DKG topics; and on providing a 

place for creative expression.  In particular, the 

editorial board hopes that the magazine will be a 

place to exchange ideas about ñcontroversialò topics 

such as: 

§ Are national standards productive?   
§ Is technology helping or hurting education?   
§ Are traditional grades a thing of the past?  Would 
year-round, 4-day school weeks advance 
education?   

§ How much homework is necessary? 
§ What is the proper role of schools in promoting 
studentsô health and morality?  

§ Should school boards be eliminated to give 
educators autonomy? 

 

§ Should the name of DKG be changed?  
§  What are the advantages of recruitment vs. 
invitation only?   

§ What DKG myths need to be debunked?   
§ Should college education majors be invited to 
DKG?   

§ What might be the advantages of membership at 
only the international or only the state level?  

§ Should the Society take political stands? 
 

As a member, this gives you a place to voice your 

opinions.  Have you looked online at dkg.org to fill 

out any member surveys recently?  Some of these 

same questions have been aired there.  Spread the 

word and let your voices be heard. 

 

 

Published in the US Forum News   

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Operation Cross Country, a cooperative effort between 
the FBI and the National Center for Missing & 
Exploited Children, recently arrested 281 alleged pimps 
and rescued 168 child victims of sexual 

exploitation.  The nationwide concerted effort involved 54 FBI field 
divisions in 106 cities.  Over the past seven years this initiative has 
rescued about 3,400 children leading to 1,450 convictions, 14 life 
prison terms and seizure of over $3.1 million worth of assets.  

POSSIBLE SOURCE OF TEACHER PAY INCREASE 
There is currently discussion about changing prison sentencing 
guidelines so that fewer people would be jailed.  This would save 
money because the number of prison employees would be reduced 
as well as the cost of housing, feeding, etc. prisoners. A proposal by 
the U.S. Department of Education is that states should consider 
using the money saved due to the decreased numbers of prisoners to 
increase teacher salaries.  

NCLB/ESEA HOUSE/SENATE DIFFERENCES 
The big education bills in the House (Student Success Act) and 
the Senate (Every Child Achieves Act) have differences which 
will be resolved by a conference committee.  Similaritiesð 
1. Reading and math testing in grades 3-8 and at least once in high 
school plus science testing in certain grades. 

2. Test results must be made public 

3. Elimination of duplicate and/or low quality assessments 

4. Elimination of AYP with states developing their own 
accountability system 

5. High school graduation rates and English language proficiency as 
part of accountability (This is in the Senate bill only. The House 
bill does not address this issue.) 

6. The ñhighly qualifiedò teacher requirements would be eliminated 

7. States could use federal teacher quality funds to set up teacher 
evaluations 

8. Both House and Senate bills would allow students to transfer to 
better performing schools. (The House bill allows Title I 
portability as part of this transfer.) ðDifferences 

 

1. House bill allows parents to opt their children out of testing with 
no penalty 

2. The Senate bill would require states to figure state test results 
into their accountability systems 

3. The House bill would require states to consider overall school 
performance and the performance of certain subgroups of 
students 

4. The House bill requires states to intervene in Title I schools 
which are underperforming. (It doesnôt say how.) The Senate bill 
eliminates The School Improvement Grant program and allows 
districts to cope with failing schools 

5. The Senate bill would eliminate some federal programs, but 
would include preschool programs in the NCLB/ESEA 

6.   The House bill would repeal ñmaintenance of effort;ò while the 
Senate bill would keep it 

**US Forum  The United States Forum supports non-partisan federal 
legislation in the interests of education and women educators. We 
provide U.S. members of DKG with relevant information on pending 
issues & legislator contact. 

mailto:bulletin@dkg.org
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/US-Forum/
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Thoughts on Bullying 
  By Debra Blazonin Pajula, Beta Sigma Chapter  

   (Personal Growth and Services Committee)   
According to the media, bullying has become emphasized as one of the newer educational problems facing our schools 
today.  In actuality, bullying has been around as long as there have been people grouped together.  However, the media 
coverage of the topic has helped to develop better awareness of an age-old problem.   I can think back to my own years 
while attending school, and can easily recall incidents of ñbullying.ò  I remember a girl in my elementary classroom that 
was relentlessly teased by a couple of boys from our class.  I recall feeling sorry for her and was always nice to her, but 
I admit with embarrassment, that I was an observer who did not actively intervene to help her.  I also do not recall any 
teacher intervention to address the problem, so it just continued.  I am sure many of us remember such incidents and are 
continuing to witness such behavior in todayôs world.  Not to become political, but in a recent Presidential Candidate 
Debate, one of the candidates made a very negative comment towards a woman television personality, on national 
television, and the audience laughed!  That encouraged the behavior becauseò bully behaviorò is encouraged through the 
reaction of the observers around him or her.  The bully receives perceived power, amusement and control.  Bullying is 
not exclusive to children and schools, as it occurs in all levels of society.  It is even more widespread in todayôs world 
due to advanced technology, social media, and cyberspace. 

So, my question regarding bullying is:  what can we as educators possibly do to try to help control bullying when it is so 
widespread and longstanding? Perhaps by slowly eliminating or controlling bullies in the school environment, it will 
carry over as school children become adults, and slowly change our society so that bully behavior is not so 
prevalent.  Perhaps by educating children and teaching them positive behaviors we will at least have a chance at 
controlling bullying in the school environment.  We must strive to work together to create school community 
environments where children feel safe and happy, are comfortable, and feel a strong sense of belonging. 

Administrators, teachers, and parents need to educate children on the definition of bullying and how important it is to 
have these behaviors reported to adults.  ñSilence will not work to stop the harassment from a bully and students need to 
be encouraged to keep telling adults until things change,ò a quote from Schools Where Everyone Belongs, by Stan 
Davis.   

The target of bullying is always hurt in some way: whether that is physically, emotionally or both.  Much of this hurt 
can cause permanent self-esteem issues within an individual. Teachers need to be positive and non-condescending when 
incidents are reported even if it is a ñtattle.ò  It is important for the teacher to remain positive when reacting even to a 
tattle so that students will always feel comfortable to report incidents to an adult.   We all remember the days of recess 
duty and how difficult it can be to remain positive at all times!  Bullying in comparison to tattling is harmful to an 
individual and it needs to be reported to the teacher so the behavior can be stopped.  Students will learn the difference in 
what they report by the way the teacher acts upon the report.  So it is imperative that reports of bullying are acted upon 
appropriately and consistently throughout a school environment, and that students are aware of the consequences.   This 
encourages students to come forward to report bullying to an adult which is important if the behavior is to be 
stopped.  The consequence for bullying needs to be consistent and severe, but in the end, both the bully and the victim 
need positive intervention to help them for their futures.  The bully may need to be educated on what harm he is 
delivering to others and needs to be taught how to get the attention, power and control he needs in more appropriate 
ways.  The victim may need counseling and intervention to help them feel safe, happy, and a positive part of the group. 

Through my reading of the book by Stan Davis, Schools Where Everyone Belongs, I have learned that there are specific 
steps to help schools become environments where bullying behavior is minimized.  

 In a brief summary of these steps, schools need to have consistent discipline policies in place which clearly state the 
unacceptable behavior and the consequences with increasing consequences for repeat behaviors.  Discipline of those 
engaging in bullying behavior should include structured opportunities for students to learn to take responsibility for their 
own actions, while trying to teach them appropriate behavior.  Schools should strive to develop a school climate which 
encourages those watching the bullying to befriend the victims and not encourage the bullying behavior.  School 
discipline plans should not tolerate retaliation from bullies for those who report the behavior.   School personnel should 
acknowledge all students in a positive manner, and positively praise appropriate behavior, and recognize and promote 
what is working in their school community in order to eliminate bullying behavior.   The school climate should be a 
positive one where all students feel safe, comfortable, and happy with a strong sense of 
belonging.  Schools:  administrators, teachers, students, and staff all need to work together as a unit with parents and the 
community in developing this positive school environment.  This seems like a huge task but most good schools have 
many of these things in place already and may just need overhauling, fine tuning, and communication of what is 
working throughout the school environment. 

After this is accomplished, strong academic growth and positive social interaction will thrive in our schools.  This is 
where the focus needs to be and hopefully, this positive interaction will filter into our society as our students become 
adults! 



 

 

Chapter News 

      Fall  2015 The Wolverine   Page 15   

Beta Rho Chapter Gives Friend of Education Awards 

Seventeen sisters 

gathered at the 

Lone Star in 

Dundee to 

celebrate the 42nd 

birthday of our 

Beta Rho chapter. 

We enjoyed a meal 

and convention 

awards were 

presented. We also 

presented the 

Friend of Education 

Award to Claude 

CawoodΦ  Mr. 
Cawood, 94 years old, has been volunteering at Jackman Road 

Elementary for years.  He is there almost every day reading with the 

children and mentoring them.  The principal at JRE,  Sherry Farnan, 

describes him as ñamazing.ò  Mr. Cawood also serves on the district 

wide committee óBedford Strong, Bedford Proudô.   

Mr. Bob 
Whitesell, 80 
years of age, has 
volunteered for 
several years at 
Monroe Road 
Elementary 
School.  He comes 
every Monday.  At 
first he was 
reading with 
children who do 
not have good 
help and family 
support at home.  
He did so well, 
and had such a 

good relationship with the children, that now the teacher has him 
work with all the children, and also gives him learning activities to 
do with the children related to what they are reading.  

Susan Helser, President of Beta Rho, Claudeôs 
daughter Bonnie, Claude Cawood, Sherry 
Farnan, principal at Jackman Road Elementary  

Susan Helser, Beta Rho President, Amy 
Kochendoerfer, the Reading Specialist, Robert 
Whitesell, Alex Chapman, principal at Monroe 
Road Elementary 

Beta Rho Chapter Awards Scholarship  
Delta Kappa Gamma Scholarship 
Recipient, Bonnie Fetterly (center) 
with Scholarship Chairs Diane Shull 
and Mary Jean Bell.  They attended 
the Monroe County Community 
College Scholarship Recognition 
Dinner, a gathering of scholarship 
donors and recipients. 

Rho Chapterôs Woman of Distinction  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rho Chapter member Dr. Charlotte Wenham 
(R) congratulates Virginia Antonson (L) as the 

2015 Rho Chapter Woman of Distinction.  

Beta Alpha Chapter Welcomes  

New Members 

The sisters of Delta Kappa Gamma, Beta Alpha 
Chapter, gathered for our annual  Scholarship 
and Initiation dinner. Pictured left to right are 
Toni Behrendt who was reinstated as an active 
member of Beta Alpha Chapter.  Jennifer Bentley 
and Sonbol Azarbrhram were initiated and 

welcomed as new members. of Delta Kappa 
Gamma.  The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International promotes professional and 
personal growth of women educators and 

excellence in education. 
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Chapter News 

Alpha Xi Chapter Presents Lessons at the Green School 
The Alpha Xi Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma recently participated in the annual 
Fall Harvest Day at the Jesse Besser Museum. Members were in attendance to 
present lessons in the Green School, which is a project of Alpha Xi. The school 
is an original one room school that has been moved intact from its original site to 
the museum.  It offers teachers the opportunity to bring their students to visit and 
present a lesson reminiscent of the 1800ôs.  
On this Saturday, Alpha Xi also passed out apples to every visitor. Many were in 
attendance and enjoyed the lessons and the Green School history, not to mention 
the apples. 

Epsilon Chapter members brought school supplies to 
their fall meeting to be distributed to Dee Lapekas' 
third grade class at Portage Central Elementary and 
Kathleen McIntyre's second grade class at Woods 
Lake Elementary School.  Pictured are Dee Lapekas, 
recipient & Epsilon First VP and Sharon Smith, 
Epsilon chapter President.   The next picture is of 
Epsilon Chapter members at Henderson Castle in 
Kalamazoo. We had a "spooktacular" time. 

Phi Chapter Names Friend of Education 

The Kiwanis Club of Traverse City is the recipient of 

the Delta Kappa Gamma Phi Chapter 2015 Friend of 

Education Award.  This award recognizes a local business, 

person or organization for displaying outstanding service and 

support to education. The club was honored for the distribution 

of dictionaries to third grade students in schools in the Grand 

Traverse Area. The program takes place in September and 

October of each year and at the end of the school year students 

are given the dictionaries for use at home. This year 1,315 

dictionaries were distributed to 26 schools. The project is part of 

the International Read Around the World Program. The Kiwanis 

Club was honored to be recognized for their support of 

education. 

Scott Joseph, Club Chair of the Dictionary Project 
(front left), Rita Sleeman, Alicia Sanford, Wade Van 
Houzen, Kiwanis Club President, and Carol Dean at 
the Friend of Education presentation to the Kiwanis 
Club. 
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 Chapter News 

Delta Kappa Gamma sisters will be happy to know that U.P. Beta Sigma plays an active roll in MI activities.  At their May 
Escanaba gathering, Alpha Iota President Liz Van Westenburg and Alpha Iota Membership Chair Kathy Muench were met 
with a buzz of area sisters, treated to breakfast, and a stretch with Escanaba member Physical Education instructor Betty 
Wagner who accompanied with humor:  belly exercises!  Thereafter, President Marilyn Pfister honored Founders Day (May 
11, 1929) helping us to imagine the time and giving of women who passed on our empowerment.  Annie Webb Blanton had 
basics for our 7 purposes as she chose 11 diverse cofounders.  Her wave of the future created our 81 thousand members, 
230 chapters, 78 state organizations, and 17 country affiliations to date.  MI Alpha Iota State developed 9 years after origin 
of Delta Kappa Gamma Society International on May 28, 1938.  Delta Chapter split to form Beta Sigma Chapter on October 
27, 1973 which continues to be dignified by 6 charter members.  These members are Greta Betti, Pauline Hill, Charlene 
McCarthy, Rose Myllyla, Dorothy Occhietti, and Betty Wagner.  Dorothy Occhietti, Rose Myllyla, and Jan Watson stabilize 
DKG history in their 49th year of membership!  Presently, MI has 55 chapters and 1,750 members.  It all began with one 

teacher.  DID YOU KNOW THAT?     Submitted by Susan Seidl, Beta Sigma Recording Secretary 

Beta Sigma Chapter in the Upper Peninsula Visited by State President and Membership Chair 

L to R:  Noreen Johnson receives the   
Exemplary Yearbook Award from Alpha Iota 
State President VanWestenburg and Beta 
Sigma Chapter President, Marilyn Pfister 

 

The State of Hillsdale County Public Schoolsò panel (L to R) representing Litchfield, Kristie Miller; Hillsdale, Amy 

Goldsmith; Reading, Angela Gautsche sitting in for Jennifer Flynn; Camden Frontier and moderator, Barb Balbo; North 

Adams, Sally Sheets; Jonesville, DeAnna Mann; and Waldron, Tish Anagnostu 

Gamma Chapter Learns About the State of  Public County Schools 

Barb Balbo moderator, introduced the panel of teachers discussing ñThe State 
of Hillsdale County Public Schoolsò and the schools that they were 
representing.  Barb asked the following questions about the schools that they 
represented:  1. Financially where does your school fall - good, stable, or 
deficit?  2. Enrollment - up, down, or holding steady?  3. How much has 
insurance coverage and payment by the teacher changed?  4. Are there budget 
concerns?  5. How much money are you allotted for your classroom?  6. What 
programs and classes are being offered or have been cut?  7. Staffing - Are 
teachers being laid off and retirees replaced?  8. What are class sizes?  9. What 
is the overall atmosphere at your school and at each building?  This was a very 
informative program and we learned that some of the schools have problems 
and others are doing okay.   



 

Women in the Arts Retreat 
 

The weekend of Oct. 16-18 brought the first snowfall of the season at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center, but there 
were 45 warm participants for this year's Women in the Arts Retreat.  Five guests attended and one is already a 
member!  The Higgins Lake retreat was full of new and entertaining projects which included pine-painted sweatshirts, 
jewelry designing, card making, counted cross-stitch, Ukrainian egg decorating, a glued zippered pouch, and wish dolls to 
name some.  A highlight for the attendees, representing 14 chapters, were dulcimer lessons that  included a short concert 
at Saturday evening's entertainment night.  A few liked it so much they purchased a dulcimer on the spot.   Other 
entertainment included a tongue twisting rendition of Snow White, a lip-sync performance complete with props from Alpha 
Omega and their 13 members.  Live theatre complete with multiple puns was hilarious.  There were s'mores over a campfire, 
late night crafting and snacking and even the UM/MSU football game.  If this all sounds like fun, mark October 14-16, 2016 
for the next  Women in the Arts weekend. 
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Pictured L to R:  Ladies taking Dulcimer lessons, 
and others painting Ukrainian eggs.  Middle L to 
R:  Gamma Alpha ladies act out a parody of Snow 
White; Claire Rettenmund and Nancy Higgins, Co-
Chairs of the WITA Committee, were pleased with 
the weekend activities.  The candy cane wreath 
was a popular project.  A  hand painted wall 
hanging with a winter scene, and the Alpha 
Omega ladies doing a lip sync to ñMy Strongest 

Suitò from Aveda. 


